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NEWS SUMMARY 


RESTORATION OF GUILDHALL has now been completed. 
The new roof and the restored interior are illustrated and 
described on p. 731 


THE MODERN MOVEMENT IN ARCHITECTURE faced 
its greatest danger in ** formalisms of one sort or another,” said 
Mr. Peter Shepheard in his Presidential address to the Archi- 
tectural Association last week. p. 747 


BUILDING LICENSING is to end on November 10. This was 
announced by the Minister of Works on Tuesday. p. 749 

THE DANGERS to the building industry inherent in the latest 
claim for higher wages have been emphasised by Mr. G. W, 
Grosvenor, President, NFBTE. p. 751 

COVENTRY CORPORATION have approved higher salaries 
for four senior posts in their architectural department. p. 75% 

YORK GUILD OF BUILDING, ‘“‘a_ modern businesslike 
version of the old medieval guilds which once flourished in the 
city,” was formed last week. p. 753 

THE LMBA’s annual presentation of medals to apprentices took 
place at Drapers’ Hall last Friday. 








THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


MR. C. H. ASLIN confined his Presidential Address to 

the RIBA (reported on another page) to five matters 
which are very much in the minds of members of the 
profession to-day. namely, the proposed setting-up of a 
professional trade union, architectural education, 
educational collaboration with the building industry, the 
reorganisation of membership of the Council and pre- 
fabrication in relation to architectural design. The views, 
he said, were his own and not necessarily those of the 
Council or general body of members. 


The pronouncement that will, perhaps, be read with 
most interest is the first on the list. “I believe,” said 
the President, “ that the suggestion that any form of trade 
union should be set up, whose sole concern is with the 
remuneration of the architect, is a bad one; the matter 
should be approached from a much wider angle, and in 
such a way that a learned society can properly look after 
its members without in any way detracting from its proper 
functions.” 


It is over five months since the Institute held its 
Questionnaire on this subject, when more than half the 
members in Britain completed and returned their forms, 
over three-fifths of these being in favour of a union spon- 
sored by the RIBA. It would appear from the President’s 
guarded statement that the Council is not yet in a position 
to put forward definite proposals, and, if silence be a clue, 
there is no great enthusiasm in Portland-place for the 
British Architects’ Guild which was founded earlier this 
year, nor, indeed, for any of the other organisations which 
claim to protect the interests of architectural assistants. 
This, however, may be guesswork. There will be wide- 
spread disappointment that the President was not able to 
make a more definite pronouncement. The matter is now 
one of considerable urgency, and we hope that the Coun- 
cil may be able to disclose its plans without much further 
delay. 


The pattern of the profession, as the President pointed 
out, has completely changed over the last 50 years. The 
RIBA itself, while retaining the character of a learned 
society, is no longer, as it was once said to be, a London 
club for private architects. It is a national (in certain 


respects an imperial) organisation of qualified architects 
—principals and assistants, private and official—whose 
interests are by no means always identical. Hence the 
signs of strain within its ranks. The official category 
now predominates, and Associates outnumber Fellows by 
more than five to one, the majority being employed as 
salaried assistants. 


While conscious of the vocational aspect of their pro- 
fession, salaried assistants, whether in official or private 
employment, have a right to expect it to provide them 
with a reasonable livelihood. The time and study they 
must devote to qualifying should at least ensure that. 
Yet, to-day, the salaries generally offered are little above 
the level of the wages that can be earned by the higher 
ranks of unskilled labour. Where organisation has been 
lacking, or insufficiently persistent, salaries, particularly 
since the war, have failed to keep pace with the wage 
increases secured by strongly organised labour. Hence 
the agitation among architectural assistants for a trade 
union. If, however, as the President suggested, a learned 
society can “ properly look after its members” in the 
matter of remuneration, then the need for a trade union 
becomes far less obvious. This can be judged only when 
the Council’s proposals are known. 


“ Progress” was the keynote of the later parts of the 
President’s address. Architectural education is being 
given “deep consideration” with a view to combining 
practical experience with theoretical training. Here 
greater co-operation with the building industry in the 
educational sphere would obviously be beneficial. Then 
the methods of electing the Council, if members feel 
strongly in the matter, may be re-examined. Some reform 
here would seem to be necessary, for numerically the 
Associates, particularly the assistants, are under- 
represented. 


The President is an enthusiast gn prefabrication. ° In 
his view, and ke is probably right, it is the appropriate 
method of building in a machine age, and he has shown 
its architectural and economic possibilities in his Hertford- 
shire schools. Obviously, prefabrication aided by 
modular co-ordination is here to stay. The danger is that 
from being a useful servant it may become a despotic 
master of architectural design. It will need careful watch- 
ing to see that this does not happen. 
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Notes of the Week 


ALL IN A DAY’S WORK 


TIY,HREE assorted events in one day 
last week were curiously inter- 
related, writes Basil Marriott. They can 
conveniently be grouped in chrono- 
logical order. 
First, an exhibition described as 
“important,” of sculpture and drawings 
by Mr. Frank. Dobson, CBE, RA 
(Leicester Galleries until November 25). 
By reference to the TUC sculpture 
competition (noted last week) it earns 
the adjective, if only as possibly driving 
another nail into the coftin of the open 
competition system. 

Few would deny Frank Dobson’s 
workmanlike grasp of the special needs of 
architectural sculpture, ignored by so 
many TUC competitors. In unconscious 
emphasis of the contrast, the centrepiece 
at the Leicester is a seated figure 
(“Woman with Bowl”) which could be 
used, “as it sits,” on a building, if only 
by. reason of its strong verticality and 
“lift”? and (and this case) the warrant- 
able foreshortening of the lower part. 
This architectonic quality may be found 
in works of conside’ably less merit than 
Dobson’s, and is surely not impossible of 
achievement by beginners. 

Several other Dobson’s choices sug- 
gested the value of his experience in 
working. with architects. In some, I de- 


tected a new, looser plasticity as com- 
pared with his earlier 


oe 


impacted ” style. 





THE PORTRAIT OF SIR HOWARD ROBERTSON, is of 
ARA, Past-President, RIBA, which was unveiled by his 
successor, Mr. C. H. Aslin, CBE, President RIBA, on 


Tuesday evening. The painting is by 
Moynihan, CBE, RA elect. 
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COMING EVENTS 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8. 


RICS.—Presidential address by Mr. Charles P. 
eT" FRICS, 12, Great George-street, SW1. 5.30 


PRIBA. —Library Group meeting. 66, Portland-place, 
Wil. 6p.m 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9. 


ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SociETY.—** Shop Light- 
ing,’ by Mr. R. L. C. Tate, 2, Savoy Hill, WC2. 
6 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10. 

INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS.—Discussion 
on * The British Standard on Drawing Office Prac- 
tice.”’ 1, Birdcage-walk, Westminster, SW1. 6.45 p.m. 

TMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 1.).—Lunch and dis- 
cussion on London Working Rule Agreement. Derry 
& Tom’s Restaurant, High-street, W8. 

BROOKLYN FARM TECHNICAL COLLEGE.—Opening of 
building exhibition. Brooklyn Farm Technical Col- 
lege, Great Barr, Birmingham. Continuing open until 
November 17. Daily, 12 noon to 9 p.m. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER ll} 

Town PLANNING INSTITUTE.—Presidential address 
by Mr. E. H. Doubleday, OBE, FRICS. Livingstone 
Hall, Broadway, Westminster, SW1. 6 p.m. 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. — ‘* Three Polish 
Cities,’"” by Mr. D. “a Gregory alt 34, Bedford- 
square, WCl. 6.15 p 


RICS.—** The idk re in. OS Map of Great Britain,’ 
by Brigadier M. O. Collins, CBE, FRICS. 12, Great 
George-street, SWI. 5.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.—‘ * Examples 
of Precast Ferro-Concrete Constructions in France,’ 
righ et N.-Esquillan. 11, Upper Belgrave-street, SW1. 

p.m. 





Unfortunately I cannot spare space for 
the work of Mr. Anthony Gross in the 
same exhibition, except to admire his 
mastery of a line-and-wash technique to 
which { refer in the next item. 


AA MEMBERS’ SKETCHES 


ONE annual exhibition of AA Mem- 
bers’ Sketches is apt to be very like 
another, though (to paraphrase the 
shaggy-dog story) one 
could wish they weren’t 
quite so like. It is in- 
vidious to criticise the 
work of architects “ off 
duty” on the home 
ground, where it does 
not, strictly speaking, 
invite it, and any who 
say “all right, then— 
you do better” would 
be justified. It is a poor 
excuse that whenever 
one is tempted to sub- 
mit one’s minor Grand 
Canaletto or Major 
Duomo, it looks so like 
an AA member’s 
sketch that one for- 
bears. 

This vague dissatis- 
faction with architects 
at art (including one- 
self) is perhaps because 
we are on the whole 
more precccupied with 
technique than inspira- 
tion even when we get 
away from our T- 
squares. I am _ not 
convinced that our con- 
centration on “archi- 
tectural ” subjects is en- 
tirely natural and 
proper—this year’s 
sample is almost ob- 
sessive—but if it be so, 
then there is also a 
strong case for concen- 
trating on a technique 
within our powers, that 
simple, tinted 
drawings not attempting 
to over - stretch the 
talent at the call of 
most of us, The result 





Mr. Rodrigo 
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can give other architects great pleasure as 
well as ourselves. As a sincere compli- 
ment and _ without condescension, 
Arthur Kenyon’s “Harbour at Alghero’ 

(19) seems to me an _ admirable 
example of this: I believe he claims no 
more for it than an essay which “came 
off,” which he enjoyed and so may we. 

Some personal preferences’ were: 
John Toovey’s trio (5, 14 and 18) for his 
nervous, deft line reminiscent of Gross’s 
more sophisticated “ handwriting ”’ 
referred to _ earlier; Ruth Easton’s 
“ Amaryllis ” (40) splendidly decorative 
and so documentary that the addition of 

‘var. Hippiastrum ” (I think it is) seems 
necessary to distinguish it from “ Bella- 
donna ” Marjorie Morrison’s “Cala de 
Alcaufar ” (52) really containing 
material for two pictures that don’t quite 
tie up, for its pearly-silver colour; Julian 
Leathart’s “Lighters at Hays Wharf” 
(53) for its enviable dexterity; and Ann 
Swann’s “ Surrey Cottage” (13) like an 
American “ primitive.” 

Gordon Robins’ Piper-esque “ King’s 
College, Cambridge” (72) is, however, 
among the few showing any interest in 
what is going on, in a selection that is 
on the whole unadventurous enough to 
earn the accusation of timidity. I would 
like to have seen a few full-blooded 
daubs. The exhibition continues until 
November 19. 


MURAL PAINTERS 


THE DAY wound up with an enjoyable 
but rather unrelaxing function, held at 
the Arts Council’s emntly. desble. res., by 
the Society of Mural Painters. Parking 
troubles missed us the curtain-raiser but 
speeches under weigh were on the theme 
that ‘““ Many mural painters have an un- 
easy feeling that architects tend to res- 
trict them to pure decoration at the ex- 
pense of meaning and expression: is this 
feeling justified? ” 

Lest it seem unmannerly for a guest to 
criticise this, the architect-riddled invited 
audience suggests that the Council was 
expecting if not literally asking for it. 
To start with—on the wrong foot, I felt 
—the motion itself seemed ill-considered 
and “at the expense of meaning,” since 
such highly articulate speakers as Sir 
David Eccles, Sir Hugh Casson and Mr. 
Eric Newton seemed less happy than 
usual in speaking to, for, against, around 
and about a motion which Sir Hugh des- 
cribed as “ mealy-mouthed.” 

To make the architect the beating boy 
in this is odd, particularly after what 
seemed a promising entente at the RIBA 
exhibition by the Society, and some 
pretty smart buck-passing movements 
developed, without too much concern 
for the whereabouts of the ball. Sir 
David sent a backhanded pass to his pre- 
decessor in (new) office for putting a 
freeze on art, but did not offer to de- 
frost the joint, and accused the architect 
(or at least City ones) of timidity and 
needing convincing that murals were 
“ fashionable.” Sir Hugh found touch in 
the artists’ twenty-five for painting 
neuroses round the door and being diffi- 
cult, and it was left to Eric Newton to 
carry the ball over the dead-line by 
pointing out that the architect was at the 
mercy of his client, that the separation of 
form from content, as implied in the 
motion, was quite invalid, and that, e.g., 
ambassadors might know, and do, a bit 
more about art. 
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Royal Institute of British Architects 


MR. C. H. ASLIN’S INAUGURAL ADDRESS 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHI- 
TECTS, MR. C. H. ASLIN, CBE, gave his address to inaugurate the new 


session at 66, Portland-place, W1, on Tuesday evening last. 


On the question of 


a proposed trade union, he said he thought that a learned society could properly 


look after its members. 


The importance of each item in my 
talk is not indicated by the order in 
which it is dealt with, and I need hardly 
say that the views expressed are my own, 
and do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of the Council or general body 
of members. 


You may know that recently we have 
been concerned with a movement either 
to give the Royal Institute the character 
of a trade union, or to form such a union 
under the wing of the Institute, leaving 
the Institute to exercise its ancient func- 
tion as a learned society. The feeling 
was Said to be so strong that the Council 
caused a questionnaire to be sent out to 
all members and students. The question 
“Do you wish to have a trade union 
able to look after your financial and other 
interests’ was answered by a compara- 
tively small proportion in the affirmative. 
The problem of setting up such a body 
within the framework of the RIBA is 
obviously very difficult, and not the least 
of the difficulties is the fact that the 
Royal Institute is made up of members 
who are employers and large numbers of 
others who are employees. If we are not 
careful we should have an organisation 
which supported one section of members 
to the disadvantage of the others, and 
before long we might indeed have a 
variety of organisations in some sense 
antagonistic to each other formed within 
the RIBA 


A LONG-TERM POLICY 


There seems to me to be every reason 
why such a body should not be set up, 
but, on the other hand, it seems logical 
to suppose that a body which has, for 
many years, fixed the remuneration due 
to private architects, should at the same 
time have some machinery which could 
consider in relation to the Scale of Fees 
the salaries of members who may never 
become private practising architects, and 
I think it is on these lines that the prob- 
lem might be approached. You might 
say that this is a long-term policy. I 
think it should be, whatever methods are 
adopted; and I am quite certain that 
none can produce quick results. I think 
it was Francis Bacon who said, “I hold 
every man a debtor to his profession,” 
and that statement is certainly true in 
connection with the profession of archi- 
tecture, and whereas we should all support 
the view that the architect should be 
reasonably paid, I think it to be eminently 
true that the first charge on the architect 
is his adherence to the profession which 
he serves. In short, I believe that the sug- 
gestion that any form of trade union 
should be set up, whose sole concern is 
with the remuneration of the architect, 
is a bad one: the matter should be ap- 
proached from a much wider angle, and 
in such a way that a learned society can 
properly look after its members without 
in any way detracting from its proper 
functions. 


Following is the text of his remarks :— 


EDUCATION 


The next item of interest, which is at 
this moment being investigated by a 
strong Committee, is the most important 
matter of education in the profession. 

The pattern has changed completely in 
the last 50 years. At the beginning of 
the century, by far the greater proportion 
of work in this country was carried out 
by private architects for private indi- 
viduals and organisations. It is true that 


at that date local government organisa- 
tions had authority to build a variety of 
structures such as schools, markets, tram- 
way depots, and other buildings con- 
nected with 
operations 


the requirements of the 


various for which those 





Mr. C. H. Aslin, CBE. 


authorities were responsible. The first 
large-scaie building for which local 
authorities were responsible was housing, 
and since 1919 the volume of work whica 
they have had to undertake has increased. 
This added responsibility was further 
enlarged by the 1944 Education Act. 
which increased not only the volume of 
work permissible, but enormously in- 
creased the volume which they were com- 
pelled to do by an Act of Parliament. 
The effect of this has been to produce a 
programme which could be carried out 
either by architects in private practice or 
in departments set up by local authori- 
ties. The bulk of authorities have elected 
to carry out the work by the latter 
method, though a number of them have, 
in addition, provided commissions for 
private practitioners. 

What all this means to the profession 
is that whereas at the beginning of the 
century by far the greatest part of all 
commissions was undertaken by private 
practitioners, at the present time the 
position is becoming reversed; indeed, 50 
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years ago the profession was roughly 
divided into two parts, viz., qualified 
architects who carried on practices, and 
a large number of people who were 
known as architectural assistants, whose 
knowledge was gained by practice, and 
who, having no prospects of becoming 
practitioners in their own right, were 
content to accept posts as assistants to 
architects, with no thought of doing any- 
thing else. The position now, however, is 
vastly different, and all young architects 
enter the profession fully qualified bv 
examination. They are able to act in 
their various degrees as fully qualified 
members of the profession from the 
moment they go into an office. Their 
training and ability are naturally quite 
different from those of persons in the 
past who were content to act as assist- 
ants to qualified architects. This fact 
creates a new problem in the profession 
as to how they should be remunerated. 


REWARDS FOR RESPONSIBILITY 


It is quite clear that none but a small 
proportion of the architects who enter 
local government service can hope to 
attain the better and more responsible 
posts, and it is equally clear that by 
virtue of their training and qualities they 
ought to be paid at a higher rate than 
that which has, in the past, been offered 
to the assistant working solely under the 
direction of qualified architects. Some 
method must be discovered of properly 
rewarding architects in this new pattern. 
It is generally accepted that nothing is 
permanent, but this pattern appears to 
have come to stay, because we are now 
living in a community which is largely 
controlled by a central government, and 
it is difficult to believe that in a reason- 
ably short space of time we shall get back 
into an economy which is largely con- 
trolled by private enterprise. 

You might think that all this has little 
to do with architectural education, but 
I think you will agree that the method 
which was largely in force 50 years ago 
will not do under present conditions. In 
the past, most architects who were 
trained were articled to practising archi- 
tects. They grew up, as it were, and had 
no formal intellectual training. This 
pattern gradually gave way to training in 
schools of architecture, some of which are 
attached to wumiversities, and at the 
present moment there are 43 of these at 
home and in the Commonwealth, recog- 
nised by the Royal Institute. The result 
is that, though highly imaginative train- 
ing is given to the student, and he is, I 
believe, better equipped to carry out his 
duties than the student trained in an 
office, he is lamentably out of touch 
with practical building. 

I believe we have gone to the other end 
of the scale, and that some method must 
be found of combining the practical ex- 
perience which the former pupil obtained, 
with the theoretical training the student 
now obtains at his School of Architec- 
ture. I am not suggesting a remedy, but 
merely pointing out that the time has 
come for a deep consideration of this 
problem, and indeed you will be aware 
that the matter is already receiving the 
attention of the Royal Institute. 

I am happy to say that the profession 
is also changing to a pattern which 
shows a: much closer collaboration with 
all the other people concerned with the 
building industry. It might well be that 
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the architect could, during his training, 
share some part of the curriculum with 
the builder. 


The next matter which I need only 
mention is that a proposal has been made 
recently to reorganise the membership of 
the Council. It is quite true that as time 
goes on there is a necessity in ancient 
institutions to have an inquiry into pro- 
cedure which may have served well in 
the past, but which possibly needs some 
reorganisation to meet the changed cir- 
cumstances of the present. I, person- 
ally, can see little wrong with the methods 
which are used to elect the Council, but 
I am quite sure there is nothing, if mem- 
bers feel strongly about it, to prevent a 
re-examination of the problem which may 
lead to a solution to give greater satis- 
faction to the majority of members. 


PREFABRICATION 


The other matter upon which I wish 
to touch is, for want of a better word, 
prefabrication. By fabrication I mean the 
production of standard units of building 
such as walls, bases, doors, windows, wall 
blocks, roof blocks, and indeed anything 
which can be made in a factory: I do 
not mean the production of whole units 
of buildings such as sheds, houses, school- 
rooms, etc., sold as a standard answer to 
any given problem. Some members of 
the profession still think that the idea of 
factory-made components after the war 
had no object beyond obtaining a quick 
solution to some of our building prob- 
lems. I believe, however, that it is a 
natural development of the machine age 
in which we live, and I further think that 
architecture can be produced by this 
method. 

In 1945-46 it was almost an impossi- 
bility to find prefabricated units, or to 
induce manufacturers to make them, and 
indeed to find builders who would 
assemble them. Since that date the idea 
has made much progress. These methods 
are being used in all the countries on 
the Continent, and there are modular 
societies, whose membership includes 
architects, interested in this method all 
over the world. It may to some appear 
as an expedient arising out of the diffi- 
culties in which we found ourselves im- 
mediately after the war, but experience 
seems to show that it is a matter which 
will not only endure but will expand. 
Those people who are not in sympathv 
with this approach to present-day archi- 
tecture are inclined to imagine that tradi- 
tion stopped with the normal methods of 
building with bricks, stone, and rein- 
forced concrete in situ, and tradition is 
only carried on by using the same 
methods as in the past. ; 

My view, however, is that this method 
is a tradition continuing from the past, 
and in spite of the danger of prophecy, 
I suggest that it may well be the appro- 
priate method of a machine age of pro- 
duction. Up to the moment it has onlv 
been fostered by local authorities with 
large and continuing programmes, but J 
believe that before long we shall have sc 
many manufacturers making components 
that it will be quite simple for an indi- 
vidual architect with an individual job 
to use any of these materials which will 
be manufactured for sale, either in large 
or small quantities, after they have been 
established by the large buyer. In other 
words, I think it has taken too strong a 
hold to be dislodged, and it is an unwise 
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ats Buildings under construction in 
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thing for those people who think it is a 
passing phase, to wait for the time, which 
I think will never come, when a return 
can be made from this excursion, to 
bricks, and stone, and mortar. One thing 
which I am sure will prevent it is the 
changed out!ook on design. In the not 
very recent past some architects designed 
from outside, inwards. They built in a 
pattern in what was then considered to be 
an appropriate manner, and fitted in the 
rooms which they hoped would satisfy the 
inhabitants; though, if they did not, it 
was of less importance to them than that 
the structure as a whole should present 
an imposing pattern. 

The method nowadays, which is being 
more and more accepted, is that the archi- 
tect should supply his client’s needs, 
whether for a house, school, factory, or 
any other building, and having satisfied 
that demand he must produce a structure 
of architectural quality. One of the 
things which, in my opinion, is bound to 
provide the appropriate answer, is that 
we are getting much greater co-operation 
between the client, architect, and engi- 
neer, and indeed with everyone con- 
cerned with the building, than we did 
formerly. It is some satisfaction to know 
that judging by the comments of our 
fellow architects from abroad we, in this 
country, are leading the way in this 
matter, and I may be allowed to express 
the hope that we shall long continue to 
do so. 

From most of this address it might 
appear, especially to those members of 
the audience who are not in the profes- 
sion, that the Royal Institute is largely 
concerned with all kinds of problems 
which personally affect the architect, and 
do not necessarily impinge on architec- 
ture. I can, however, assure them that 
members of this profession are primarily 
interested in architecture rather than the 
conditions under which they work, or 
the salaries which they enjoy. I think it 
is significant that Her Majesty the Queen 
is the Patron of our Royal Institute, and 
you will all remember the remarkable 
vows of dedication which Her Majesty 
made on her Accession. I am sure you 
will not think it an impertinence if I say 
that all architects are dedicated to archi- 
tecture. In this country we have a long 
tradition of great architecture over the 
ages, and I may be allowed to express 
the belief that the modern architect wil] 
serve architecture and its patrons as well 
as his illustrious forebears did in the past. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE DOME OF THE PANTHEON, 
ROME 


To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—Mr. J. M. Richards, speaking in 

the “Critics” programme recently, 
said that the dome of the Pantheon, in 
Rome, is constructed of ‘“ concrete— 
mass-concrete.” 

This bold statement takes a bit of 
believing, as it is strange that ‘* mass- 
concrete ” for domes, or vaults, was not, 
I think, used anywhere else (either before 
or since), and this theory, I think, cannot 
be supported, nor could the dome, with 
out either brick “ ribs’ of some kind, oi 
steel reinforcement; thousands of tons 
of it, to-day, would be needed, in our 
“enlightened age,” to say nothing of the 
vast quantity of timber (or steel) prop- 
ping and shuttering needed! All the 
Imperial Roman arcned vaulting is con- 
structed with brick arches, including the 
vaulting at Hadrian’s own villa, at 
Tivoli. I would be very interested to 
know more about the construction of this 
vast dome of the Pantheon—the “ Sphmx 
of the Campus Martinus ”—Lanciani. 

I would also ask, how was the outer 
surface protected from the weather after 
the false bronze tiles were removed? 


A. NEVILLE HOLT [FRIBA]. 

Liverpool, 2. 
Pick Banister Fletcher’s ‘‘ History ’’ states that the 

dome was found by Chedanne to be not of 
concrete but of brickwork and thick mortar, laid in 
almost horizontal courses up to the fourth range of 
coffers and also near the central opening at the 
summit. The intermediate portion was not 
examined, but the theory is that a series of arches 
may have been formed in this portion to take the 
thrust of the dome off the recessed openings below. 


—Epb. 
RICS EXAMINATIONS 
To the Editor of The Builder 

SiR,—I think if you were to publish 
; the details of my own experience 
it would perhaps serve to stimulate to 
renewed efforts some of those of your 
readers who may have been disheartened 
by the experiences of “ Taker-off of 
Cathedrals” and his contemporaries. 

I left school at the age of 13, which 
fact alone would surely indicate the 
acquisition of little “liberal education 
and culture,” and attained the age of 27 
before entering the building trade, when 
my first job for nine months was that of 
hod-carrier! From  hod-carrying I 
progressed to bricklaying, thence to a 
builder’s office and ultimately to the 
office of a chartered surveyor; it is an 
actual fact that at the age of 32 I did 
not know what a quantity surveyor was. 

I qualified in 1952 after a very near 
miss in 1951, and just in case my success 
could be attributed to a gorgeous fluke, 
let anyone who had the doubtful plea- 
sure of sitting the Direct Final in Sub- 
section III in 1952 give his opinion as to 
whether the quantities paper was an easy 
one or not. 

Now, believe me, Sir, I am no genius 
and surely, when due regard is had to 
the inadequate background which was 
my unfortunate lot, I must be the lie 
direct to those of your correspondents 
who, I would venture to postulate, neg- 
lect to prepare sufficiently when present- 
ing themselves for examination. 

** ONE OF THE NINE PER CENT.” 
.*, This Correspondence must now close.—Eb. 
(Correspondence continued on page 743.) 
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RECONSTRUCTION OF THE ROOF AND 
RESTORATION OF GUILDHALL 


"THE Corporation of London on May 

25, 1950, appointed Sir Giles Gi!bert 
Scott, OM, RA, P-PRIBA, as architect 
for the restoration of Guildhall and the 
reconstruction of the adjacent buildings 
following the damage caused by enemy 
action on the night of December 29, 
1940. Work on the roof and on the 
general restoration of Guildhall began 
on November 23, 1953, and was com- 
pleted on October 30, 1954, so that the 
Hal! will be available for the Lord 
Mayor’s Banquet to be held on Novem- 
ber 9. The whole vast undertaking has 
thus been completed within 12 months. 


The new roof is the fourth to be 
erected on the old medieval walls. The 
first was the original 1Sth-century roof of 
which there is no authentic record regard- 
ing its form or design. This medieval roof 
was destroyed in the Great Fire of Lon- 
don, after which Christopher Wren built 
the Hall's second roof. This was a 





Renaissance design in the style of the 
period and remained for about 200 years. 
It was an entire break in style not only 
with what had gone before but with the 
old walls upon which it was erected. The 
Wren roof was removed in Victorian 
times and a conjectured restoration of the 
o'd medieval roof erected in its place by 
Horace Jones. This third roof was des- 
troyed by enemy action. It was a typical 
Gothic revival piece of work and lacked 
the quality of the old medieval roofs 
upon which its design was based. AI- 
though the design was largely influenced 
by the medieval hammer beam roof of 
Westminster Hall, it lacked the inspired 
artistry of this masterpiece of medieval 
carpentry. 

Horace Jones failed to appreciate how 
illogical it was to bring a timber truss 
on to the large moulded shafts which 
were obvious!y designed to take either a 
stone vault or stone arches, these arches 


General view cf interior looking west. 
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carrying a timber roof spanning the 
space between, such as exists in the 
medieval hall at Mayfield, Sussex. 

In 1865, when Wren’s roof and cleres- 
tory walls were taken down, some 
moulded stones of large size were found 
at the springing which appeared to be 
arch rib stones, and the opinion of 
archaeologists at that time was that these 
had been portions of transverse arches. 
There is also a description of the appear- 
ance of the Hall at the time of the Great 
Fire of London which tends to show 
that the principals were of stone. 


The introduction of stone arches has 
made it possible to introduce clerestory 
windows, which impart a light and lofty 
character to the Ha!l very different to 
the dark, heavy and somewhat squat 
character of the Victorian hammer- 
beam roof. 


The effect of greater height is remark- 
able, but it is more apparent than real 
as the pitch and height of the roof had 
to remain as they were before in order to 
fit the gable walls at each end which re- 
mained standing after the roof had been 
destroyed. 

The design of the oak roof between the 
arches embodies a series of coloured 
shields at cornice level bearing the arms 
of the Livery Companies of the City of 
London. The glass, with the exception of 
the clerestory windows, is patterned with 
scrolls bearing the names of all the 
Mayors and Lord Mayors with their 
dates, interspersed with the monograms 
and supporters of the _ reigning 
sovereigns; it is an impressive and telling 
record of a long historical tradition, 
going back some eight hundred years. 


Large bronze chandeliers with numer- 
ous lights hang at intervals down the Hall. 
Embroidered banners will eventually 
hang from the walls depicting the arms 
of the twelve senior Livery Companies 
whose mottoes are carved on the large 
stone cornice, which is picked out in 
colour. These banners will form an 
effective band of colour down each side 
of the Hall. 

The great sculptured monuments, some 
of which were slightly damaged, have 
been repaired, and it is interesting to note 
how much more in scale they now are 
since the Hall has taken on an appear- 
ance of greater height. They were de- 
signed when the Hall had Wren’s high 
roof on, so their size in relation to their 
surroundings is now more as their sculp- 
tors intended. 

The floor has been taken up, floor 
heating installed, and the floor relaid; 
ventilation openings have been formed 
under the windows. The ventilation sys- 
tem will not, however, be in operation 
until the air conditioning chamber under 
the office block to be constructed to the 
north of Guildha!l is completed. 

The roof externally is covered in 
Collyweston slates with a fléche rising 
from the roof in the centre, the lower 
portion of which is of teak surmounted 
by a lead crocketed spire. 

The new stonework was darkened with 
a mixture of soot and water. Provision 
for television cameras is made in a new 
gallery in the north side, and an amplify- 
ing system has been installed. 

The total cost of the work was about 
£275,000. 
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Detail of screen at west end. 


FOUNDATIONS STRENGTHENED 


Before a new roof with its stone ribs 
could be supported, it was necessary to 
attend to the foundations of the north 
wall, which had been disturbed and ex- 
posed to the weather, and the existing 
foundations of the 500-year-old building 
were extended and supported upon piles 
down to the blue clay below—a slow and 
difficult operation. 

The actual buttresses to the old Gothic 
building had suffered damage, and after 
a thorough examination the opinion was 
formed that it would not be safe to build 
arches in the normal way, involving con- 
siderable lateral thrust. 

To overcome this weakness, heavy 
trusses were introduced to support the 
ribs, ceiling and outer roof and to these 
trusses the stone ribs were attached in 
such a form that they would not exert 
any important outward thrust. To make 
sure that this would be the case, the 
trusses were stretched by jacks to a cal- 
culated extent, so that when the full load 
of the roof was on the trusses and they 
deflected, the expansion in length would 
already have been met. 

The Standards of Length on the walls 
survived the destruction of Guildhall in 
1940 and the result of tests shows that the 
fire had no significant effect on their 
accuracy. The Standards on the floor of 
Guildhall have been completely relaid 
during the reconstruction, under the 
supervision of the Standards Department 
of the Board of Trade. They are now 
within the limits of error regarded as 
suitable for measures of this character. 
These limits are 1/10 (one-tenth) of an 
inch in excess or deficiency on the 100 
feet and 66 feet and 1/100 (one- 
hundredth) of an inch in excess or defi- 
ciency on the yard, two feet and one foot. 
When Guildhall is open, the Standards 
are available for the free use of the pub- 
lic who may check their own measures 
against them. 

The new figures of Gog and Magog 
and the new clock in the Gallery at the 
west-end of Guildhall were unveiled on 


June 8, 1953. The figures of Gog and 
Magog were presented by Alderman Sir 
George Wilkinson, Bt., who was Lord 
Mayor at the time of their destruction in 
1940, and the new clock was the gift of 
Alderman Sir Noel Bowater, Bt., the pre- 
sent Lord Mayor who will shortly com- 
plete his term of office. 

The architects were Sir Giles Scott, 
Son and Partner; the quantity surveyors, 
Messrs. Northcroft, Neighbour and 
Nicholson; and the consulting engineer, 
Mr. Burnard Green, MInstCE. The 
general contractors were Trollope and 
Colls, Ltd. 

In addition, the following firms were 


also associated with the work :— 
Steelwork, Redpath Brown & Co., Ltd.; colouring 
of shields, Messrs. Edwards & Powell; windows, 
James Powell & Sons (Whitefriars), Ltd.; leadwork, 
Cashmore Art Workers, Ltd.; electrical, Alliance 
Electrical Co., Ltd.; heating and ventilation, Fred. G 
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Alden, Ltd.; bronze chandeliers, General Electric Co., 
Ltd.: floor insulation, Celcon, Ltd.; roof slating, J. W. 
Stapleton & Sons; leaded lights to fléche, James 
Gibbons, Ltd.; steel stair, Potter Rax, Ltd.; scaffold- 
ing, Palmer’s Travelling Cradle and Scaffold Co., 
Ltd. 


TOWN PLANNING 


Importance of Local Groups 


AT A CONFERENCE of planning groups and 
civic societies held on October 23 at the 
Planning Centre, WC2, the following resolu- 
tion was passed :— 

“This conference believes that the suc- 
cessful planning and development of the 
country depends in an important measure on 
the active interest of the citizens of the 
various regions and localities; that the best 
way in which citizens may express their 
views and influence governmental and local 
planning policy is by means of locab 
societies and groups. It is important that 
such societies or groups should exist in every 
locality throughout the country for the pur- 
pose of stimulating interest and understand- 
ing in local and regional planning, and 
securing the satisfactory development of their 
areas. 

“This conference, therefore, urges that 
existing local planning groups be encouraged 
to continue and develop their activities, 
exchanging ideas and information with other 
societies, and where possible assisting in the 
formation of more groups throughout the 
country.” 


NOTTS, DERBY AND_ LINCS 
SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


Lecture Programme 


THE Nottingham, Derby and Lincolp 
Society of Architects started its new lecture 
session on October 26, when Mr. Peter 
Smithson, ARIBA, spoke on “ The Built 
World.” Other lectures in the current pro- 
gramme include one on “ Colour,” by Miss 
Joyce Lowrie, and one called “The Per- 
spective Racket,” by Mr.-Lawrence Wright. 
The society has just issued its 1954-55 Year 
Book. It includes a full list of members, 
the annual report and accounts and a diary. 





Detail of screen at east end. 
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View in one of the operating theatres. 


TWIN OPERATING THEATRES AT ST. GILES HOSPITAL, 
CAMBERWELL 


Regional Architect, South East Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board 
CHARLES F. SCOTT, ARIBA 


Assistant Architect-in-Charge 
FREDERICK STREET 


Quantity Surveyor 
W. L. CLEMENTS, ARICS 


S?: GILES is a general hospital having 343 beds. 

The operating theatre was severely bomb 
damaged, and put out of action in 1940, and has 
remaincd out of action since that date. A temporary 
theatre has been used in the basement of one of the 
ward blocks meanwhile. 

The theatre accommodation consists of two operat- 
ing theatres measuring 25 ft. by 18 ft. each with 
separate anaesthetic rooms; a single recovery room 
serves both theatres. The centre portion comprise3 
the instrument wash-up, sterilising room and instru- 
ment cupboards. The surgeons’ and nurses’ wash-ups 
with recessed foot action floor valves are situated on the 
outside walls, so that the surgeon after washing his 
hands can walk to and from the table without crossing 
the paths of trolleys bearing used instruments, etc. 
A plate-glass screen ensures that the surgeons have 
direct observation while washing. 

The trolleys bearing used instruments go direct 
from the table to the instrument wash-up, back through 


Supervision of Engineering Works 
H. A. MAGNEE, BSc, AMICE, AMIMechE 
(Regional Engineer) 


Builders 
RIDGEWAY CONTRACTORS, LTD. 


the sterilising room and thence to the instrument 
cupboards. ‘The windows are provided with external 
black-out blinds operated internally ; if necessary, the 
whole suite can be darkened. A plaster sink has been 
provided in one theatre. Dirty linen, etc., is disposed 
of through two stainless steel chutes in the instrument 
wash-up into external storage bins which are changed 
by porters. This system ensures that no dirty linen is 
retained in the theatre unit. 

The design of the ancillary rooms has been in- 
fluenced by the existing structural walls of the original 
theatre (shown hatched on plan). Changing accom- 
modation for lady surgeons is provided in the sisters’ 
changing room which is connected to the nurses’ 
changing room by a flank corridor which gives access 
to the lavatories and showers. The work room has 
been provided with black-out blinds enabling it to 
be used as an emergency dark room. An office for 
the surgeons is provided at the entrance to the unit. 

The building is of 134 in. brick construction, with 
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concrete floors and _ precast pre- 
stressed concrete roof slabs having 
vermiculite thermal insulation and 
finished with asphalt. The walls 
of the theatre, wash-up, sterilising 
room and instrument store have been 
lined with grey mottled egg-shell 
finish tiles. The floor is finished 
with pale green anti-static terrazzo, 
having acetylene carbon black incor- 
porated in the screed to minimise the 
risk of explosion from static elec- 
tricity. 

The walls of the anaesthetic 
rooms have been lined with peach 
tiles, the floor being similar to that 
in the theatres. All doors are flush, 
with figured African mahogany 
veneer, wax polished, with silver 
bronze furniture. The corridor and 
ancillary rooms have cork tile 
floors with coved hardwood skirting 
and painted walls. The colours of 
the rooms have been varied to 
obtain relief from the neutral colour 
in the theatres. 


Natural lighting is provided in the 
theatres mainly to give the staff some 
relief from the strain of continually 
working under artificial light. ‘The 
theatres, anaesthetic rooms, wash- 
up, sterilising room and instrument 
store are fully air-conditioned, the 
windows being permanently sealed. 
The air-conditioning plant is de- 
signed to produce eight air changes 
an hour, without recirculation and 
to maintain the theatres at a tem- 
perature of 75 degrees F. with 
50 per cent. relative humidity. 
Before circulation the air is filtered, 
washed, humidified and heated, the 
flow being from high to low level. 
The rate of extract is slightly lower 
than the delivery, resulting in a 
slight build-up of pressure which 
provides a cushion against un- 
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Plan of operating theatres and ancillary rooms. 
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Another view in one of the operating theatre;. 


purified air when the doors are The approximate total cost of the — Wilkinson, Ltd., and Comyn Ching; main 
opened. work was £28,500. Following is a distribution and switchgear, William White 
: ‘ - . (Switchgear), Ltd.; motor control gear, 

Extra heating in the theatres is list of sub-contractors :— Brookhurst Switchgear Co.; paints, Lewis 
obtained from low-pressure steam Anti-static terrazzo, Arcanum Terrazzo and Berger, Ltd.; precast roofing, Concrete, 
panels and throughout the rest of Stone Co.; asphalt, Engert and Rolfe, Ltd. ; Ltd.; roof lights, J. A. King and Co., Ltd. ; 
blinds, Deans Blinds, Ltd.; cork floor tiles, scialytic shadowless lamps and control panel 


the unit by hot-water radiators. Horsley Smith and Co., Ltd.; doors, Adams and Teepalite system, Technical Lights and 

The general theatre lighting is from (West Drayton), Ltd.; electrical installation, | Equipment Co. 

ceilin: endants and independent Thompson Ritchie and Co., Ltd. ; emergency . c = P ; - , 

walt a A iahetl se pi batteries, Chloride Electrical Storage Battery Seeeiwork, Vipp —_ _— — 
. scialytic snadow- Co.; glazing and sanitary fittings, Joseph sparkless switchgear, alsall Conduits, Ltd. ; 


less lamp incorporating two spot Chater and Sons, Ltd.; fireclay sanitary ware, sterilising equipment, A. L. Hawkins and Co., 


lights provides table lighting, the Shaw Knight and Co. Led.; steriliser hoods, Supervents, Ltd. 
P : “toes . a heatre windows, Henry Hope and Sons; 
w Heating and ventilation, Smeaton and Sons ; : oth : pissing Pree 
hole ‘ being” suspended from a instrument cupboards, Medical Supply Asso- wall tiling, Camden Tile and Mosaic Co., Ltd., 
trav elling ceiling trolley. ciation ; ironmongery, Lockerbie and and Richards Tiles. 


TWIN OPERATING THEATRES AT ST. GILES HOSPITAL, CAMBERWELL 





View along corridor from circulation area. Instrument washing space. 
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View looking east, showing tublic entrance. 


COPLAND SECONDARY MODERN SCHOOL, WEMBLEY 


for Middlesex 


County Council 


C. G. STILLMAN, FRIBA, COUNTY ARCHITECT 


Area Architect 
D. R. DUNCAN, OBE, ARIBA 


Builders : 


HE 4.35-acre site of this five-form entry school is 
bounded on the north and east by the Harrow- 
road and Cecil-avenue, on the west and south by the 
gardens of the adjoining houses, and it falls approxi- 
mately 15 ft. away from the Harrow-road. Building 
operations began in October, 1949 ; the main building 
was completed at the end of 1952, the school then being 
already partially occupied. 


The major aims in planning the school were to 
provide a screen against the traffic noise from Harrow- 
road, to provide access for pupils, staff and public 
safely and conveniently, and to give teaching rooms 
agreeable aspects. ‘The screen is provided by placing 
the assembly hall and kitchen on the high-road front, 
the side being pierced only by the emergency doers 
and by small, double-glazed windows. ‘The main 
entrance is at the junction of the main and side roads 
and the pupils’ entrance near by in the side road. The 
main teaching accommodation is placed along the 
south face with the specialist rooms on the east. 


The central play quadrangle is partially opened to 
the south ; the fall of the ground having determined 


Senior Architects 


F. 7. PERRETT & D. L. PELHAM, ARIBA 


WALTER LAWRENCE & SON, LTD. 


that the first floor of the main teaching block should 
be* at*mezzanine level between the ground floor and 
basement at the main entrance; the two southern 
staircases are circular and permit mezzanine access. 


The difficulties presented by a sloping site are 
counter-balanced by the opportunities it affords ; thus 
the service yard, horizontal to ease delivery to the 
kitchen, permits tip-wagon delivery of fuel to the 
storage chamber below, resulting from the fall of 
ground, and so by automatic stoking to the boilers ; 
and french doors to the south face of the dining-room 
open to a terrace formed by the roof of the workshops. 

Construction.—The main school building is a steel- 
framed structure; the gymnasia have a reinforced 
concrete frame. Floors and roofs are in hollow tile 
and concrete, except the assembly hall which has a 
flat roof in aluminium. Externally the assembly hall 
is faced with Buckinghamshire brown facing bricks, 
and elsewhere yellow stock bricks. Internally, sur- 
faces are generally plastered and painted or papered, 
or are in fair face flint lime bricks. 


The clerestory-lit nee jlecraft store room has a shop 
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window in the corridor for the ex- 
hibition of students’ work. 

The visual aids-geography rooms 
are divided by a soundproof sliding 
folding door. 'To permit the teacher 
to control both the projector and 
supervise the pupils, the machine 
stands in a sound absorbent niche 
alongside the screen, projecting on 
to a mirror in the apparatus store, 
which reflects its image on to the 
back of the translucent screen. 


The approximate cost of the 
school was £300,000. Following is 
a list of the sub-contractors :— 


Cement Marketing Co., Ltd., sulphate resist 
ing cement; Banister, Walton and Co., Ltd 
structural steelwork ; Henry J. Greenham (1929) 
Ltd., facing bricks ; Diespeker and Co., Ltd 
hollow block floors, roofing and reinforced con- 
crete, circular staircases; Burn Bros., Ltd., 
cast-iron drainage goods ; Riley Stoker Co., Ltd.. 
automatic stokers ; Callenders, lead darnp-proof 
course ; Walter Macfarlane and Co., cast-iron 
gutters ; W. James and Co., Ltd., metal windows 
and doors ; H. Hope and Sons, Ltd., steel door 
frames and cills ; Clark, Hunt and Co., Ltd, 
coal bunker access flaps and doors; William 
Briggs and Sons, Ltd., Aqualite bitumen damp- 
proof course and Bitumetual flat roof. 

Joseph Freeman, Sons and Co., Ltd., 
Cementone ; L. Moseley (Engineering), Ltd., 
mat wells ; Lenscrete, Ltd., concrete roof lights 
and windows; R. Seddon and Sons, Ltd., 
glass domes ; ‘North Thames Gas Board, gas 
installation ; William Pickford, Ltd., balustrad- 
ing ; Venesta, Ltd., Plymax w.c. compartments ; 
rs arris, Ltd., drinking fountains ; Frazzi, 
Ltd., Paropa roofing ; James Gibbons, Ltd., 
ironmongery and cloakroom fittings ; Duncan 
Mays, Ltd. and Watson and May, electrical 
nstallation. 

Granwood Flooring Co., Ltd., heating and 5 ; f ‘ 4 te Z t sccstimecnnncmnncenal 
floor finish ; Fretwell Heating Co., Ltd., heating, ; semper . : i 
hot water supply and gas installations ; Stoner 
and Saunders, Ltd., metal gates and railings ; 
Anderson Construction Co., Ltd., suspended 
ceiling; B. Finch and Co., Ltd. and Shanks 
and Co., Ltd., sanitary fittings ; Setchell and 
Son, Ltd., slate copings; Holoplast, Ltd., 
Corroplast sheeting; T. and W. Ide, Ltd., 
glass domes; Haskins Roller Shutter, roller 
shutters ; Vulcan Products, Ltd., paint ; Stearn 
Electric Co. Ltd. electrical fittings and 





apparatus. ’ 
James Latham, Ltd., reeded hardboard ; View at corner of classrooin block looking north-east. 

Camelon Iron Co., Ltd., convector fire ; Carter 

and Kernaham, Ltd., quarry and concrete tiles ; : 

E. Hill Aldam and Co., Ltd., sliding door track ; tile flooring ; Stevens and Adams, Ltd., wood Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd., tarpaving ; 

C. and C. Products, Ltd., metal lighting trough block flooring ; Horace W. Cullum and Co., James Clark and Eaton, Ltd., glassbricks 

and lighting fittings ; Educational Foundation Ltd., acoustic tiles ; North of England School Educational Supply Association, Ltd., gym- 

for Visual Aids, translucent screen and swivel Furnishing Co., Ltd., chalkboards. nasium equipment ; Ferodo, Ltd., stairtreads ; 

mirror ; J. Cannon and Son, Ltd., laboratory C. and Painters, Ltd., Pyroc ; Ruddock London and Sussex Merchants, Ltd., Hornton 
oinery fittings ; Colt Ventilation, Ltd., venti- and Co, Ltd., needlework joinery fittings ; stone paving ; Woods of Colchester, Ltd., roof 
ators ; Horsley Smith and Co., Ltd., Semastic Enfield Stone Co., Ltd., terrazzo partitiens; extractors. 


Interior of a typical classroom. 
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View of playground with classroom block in background. View from staircase hall looking over classroom block. 
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SCHEME FOR AN ALL-INDIA MEDICAL INSTITUTE, DELHI 


Competition Winning Design by 


H. J. BROWN and L. C. MOULIN, AA.RIBA, in association with A. H. ANTRUM, ARIBA 
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View from north, showing pre-clinical and teaching institute. 





View from west, showing out-patients’ department and hospital approach. 





View from south, showing 8-storey ward block, teaching institute and pre-clinical block. 
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ALL INDIA MEDICAL INSTITUTE: Sectional views. 


(THE accompanying illustrations 

show the winning scheme in 
the competition for an All-India 
Medical Institute, the results of 
which were given in our last issue. 
In their report, the assessors, 
Messrs. Walter George and P. 


Jeanneret, state in connection with 
the winning design : — 

“This competitor has fulfilled 
the requirements to the greatest 


extent by accepting the conditions 
imposed and wholeheartedly 
applying the method of vertical 
planning, thereby producing an 
organic and clear plan which also 


wy eran 4 


reveals a constant search for 
economy, pushed even a little too 
far in the width of certain corri- 
dors. The total area is the smallest 
of all the designs submitted, yet 
it gives all the accommodation 
asked for, even generously in cases 
where generosity it needed. 

“ The buildings are almost com- 
pletely integrated both physically 
and organically with the parts of 
the organism rightly placed, and 
including a high degree of flexi- 
bility. There is some provision for 
limited extension where specifically 
desired but not in all departments 





First-floor plan. 


at any time. There is also the 
possibility of building in phases.” 
The following notes on the 
winning design project are taken 
from the arcuitects’ report :— 
Framework.—The _ construction 
generally will be of reinforced 
concrete based mainly upon an 
18 ft. 6in. grid bay with non-load- 
bearing partitions allowing for 
flexibility particularly in relation 
to unit wall cladding and fenestra- 
tion. Supervision would be close 
and continuous, since a rich mix 
with minimum of reinforcement 
(Continued on page 762.) 
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A significant 
contribution 


Better housing springs from smaller developments as well as major ones. Better 


design brings improved operation and appearance — and lower costs as well. 


MK’s latest contribution to this constant betterment is the Plateswitch. Its 
clean attractive appearance is the key to its entire personality. Automatic 
levelling with the plaster makes installation easier; well-sited terminals speed 
wiring. The action is positive—yet can be operated 


in complete silence. 
Look at it how you wish—the Plateswitch is right. 


Your name and address written 
across this page will bring you by 


return a copy of Leaflet 227 








describing the Plateswitch. 


(§] C oe. the mark of leadership 


Mk REGO 


M.K. Electric Limited, Wakefield Street,. London N.18.. Edmonton 5151 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Continued from page 730.) 


PRESERVATION OF OLD 
CHICHESTER 


To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR," One of life’s saddest experi- 

ences ” (so someone wrote) “is to 
visit a place after years of absence and 
find it changed out of all recognition.” 
This was not, on the whole, the experi- 
ence of the undersigned on visiting 
Chichester recently after a lapse of 20 
years; it is still a pleasant market and 
cathedral city with some winding back 
streets (in spite of the Roman grid 
foundation) and many Georgian houses. 
(Even the same barber had the same 
shop!). It was interesting to check one’s 
article in The Builder of October 4, 1935, 
pp. 574 and 575, with present-day street 
scenes. 

There were a few things on the debit 
side that should be recorded. It was sad 
to see that most of the wall at the corner 
of East Pallant and Friar’s-lane which 
previously surrounded the Dominicans’ 
(Black Friars’) settlement had gone, 
“ savaged” (as E. V. Knox would have 
said) by a motor-coach park. A little of 
the masonry east wall fronting the lane 
exists towards its south end, with some 
squared coursed stonework looking 
remarkably like Roman “opus quad- 
ratum”; this survival should surely be 
preserved. According to the City 
Surveyor, it has not been scheduled as 
an ancient monument, but I am glad to 
find that he agrees with me that it should, 
if possible, be preserved. The whole of 
the north-west wall bordering the Pallant, 
of thin early brickwork, has been replaced 
by a new one. 

It was sad also to see much of the city 
walls—the north-west and part of the 
north-east quadrants—fenced off as 
unsafe; only the length in Priory Park is 
negotiable, and a delightful walk _ it 
makes. The City Surveyor has kindly 
written: “The repair...has been 
under discussion for a long time... 
a scheme has been approved by the 
Ministry for lowering of the walls, the 
removal of the walk and the exposure of 
the Roman core... as there appears 
no immediate chance of financing it, it 
is likely that the walls will remain in their 
present condition for some time to 
come.” Although archaeolugically 
exciting, this proposal seems _ unfor- 
tunate, for these walks were a too-litt!e- 
known amenity and ranked the city in 
this respect little lower than Chester and 
York. Lastly, in the main streets a few 
multip!e. stores are of fairly narrow 
frontage and make little inroads on their 
picturesque outlines; and what recent 
buildings there are seem on the whole to 
be in keeping, though the rebuilt Ship 
Hotel, in North-street, overtops its 
neighbours. 

On the credit side, the opening up of a 
small public square between St. Martin’s- 
street and Litt'e London (a charming 
name!) has given a welcome view of the 
south flank of St. Mary’s Hospital. A 
few things have been discovered: good 
specimens of iron window cames in the 
pavilion in the north-west corner of 
Priory Park may be worth mentioning, 
as such things are not common to-day; 
St. Bartholomew's Church, outside the 
site of the West Gate, is later than was 
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thought, in fact by G. Draper (1832), 
and its chancel was added by the late 
MacDonald Gill (1929), brother of the 
more famous Eric; and the cosy little 
RC church in South-street was by W. 
Wardell (1855), pupil of Pugin (informa- 
tion from Goodhart-Rendel card index). 

Soon after the article, referred to 
earlier, appeared, vol. iii of the Victoria 
County History of Sussex was published, 
with excellent dated plans of the cathe- 
dral precincts and the cathedral but no 
general plan of the town and little 
systematic survey of the secular monu- 
ments. 

H. V. MOLESWORTH ROBERTS. 


Wallington, Surrey. 


LEGAL FEES FOR HOUSE 
PURCHASE 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I note with interest the letter on 
the above subject from “ Chartered 
Surveyor” in your issue of October 22, 
in which he quite rightly points out that 
the very simple way of reducing stamp 
duty to a minimum is to pay stamp duty 
only on the value of the land, and deal 
with the erection of a house under a 
normal building contract, presumably on 
an RIBA form. 

This may well serve many purposes 
and is the common method where archi- 
tecturally controlled houses are built, 
alternatively where the building owner 
may purchase the land from a local 
authority, and in due course arranges 
with his own builder, with or without 
architect control, to erect his house. How- 
ever, desirable -as the above procedure 
may be, and satisfactory in its results 
both from the point of view of the archi- 
tect, the surveyor, the builder and of the 
ultimate product, it is not the cheapest 
way to produce houses and it is certainly 
not the way with the majority of the 
“house hungry public” who buy their 
houses. It is not everyone who can 
afford the time taken in negotiating land 
sales, house design, contract procedure 
and can wait the time necessary to get 
even a small house built, nor does it 
follow that they can afford the ultimate 
cost. 

It has long been established that the 
cheapest way of producing houses is the 
private enterprise way of building them, 
preferably to architectural design but in 
quantity by mass-produced methods, and 
selling them in a finished state to the 
purchaser who can thus see what he is buy- 
ing and can thus enter into occupation in 
a matter of weeks once his choice is made. 
This is similar to buying a mass-produced 
motor-car rather than having one made. 

It is true that the largest field for repeti- 
tion private enterprise houses is in the £8 
to £12 per week income class, and it is here 
that the necessity for large-scale production 
by private enterprise is most needed. and 
unfortunately, too, where the impact of the 
current structure of stamp duties and legal 
fees is most heavily felt. It is an undis- 
puted fact that the combined cost of stamp 
duty, mortgage fees, stamp duty on mortgage 
with solicitors’ costs, often exceeds the total 
profit to the builder on a house of approxi- 
mately £1,500, and if this large “ house 
hungry” section of the community is to be 
catered for, something will have to be done 
about it. 

Commendable as were Mr. Macmillan’s 
efforts in the housing field during his period 
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of office, in my opinion he missed his 
finest opportunity in not devising ways and 
means of reducing the initial costs of these 
charges to the purchaser in the first case, 
thus enabling the door to be opened for 
house purchase to a vast number of people 
who are otherwise, and will continue to be 
dependent on, State subsidised hous:ng. Let 
us hope that the new Minsiter, Mr. Duncan 
Sandys, will appreciate the importance of 
this point and see that a satisfactory solu- 
tion is found. 

The present system of increased mortgage 
loan by guarantee with the local authority 
is too ponderous, as are most schemes tied 
to the tail of any local authority. What 
private enterprise wants can be very simply 
summarised as follows: 

(1) Disgorging of much of the land suit- 
able for small houses that has been 
swallowed indiscriminately by local 
authorities. 


(2) A financial system agreed with the 
building societies whereby they, the 
societies, in conjunction with the builder 
and his client, can arrange a mortgage of 
at least 95 per cent. or such sum that 
would mean a minimum deposit of £100 
by either: (a) longer period loans and/or; 
(b) a system of guarantee, even by contri- 
bution by the Exchequer if necessary, to 
the payment structure to enable it to be 
brought within the economic reach of the 
purchaser; (c) a wholesale reduction of 
stamp duty on the purchase of a new 
house for the first time (a small conces- 
sion to be made by the Treasury for the 
saving in the housing subsidy that will in 
consequence result); (d) a simplified system 
of title registration on the initial transfer, 
enabling a more standardised form of legal 
conveyance and the consequent substantial 
reduction in the very high legal fees which 
result at present. 


1 am quite sure that if the Government 
would give a lead in the reduction of stamp 
duties, the legal profession would follow 
suit, since while as at present their fees do 
not appear abnormal in relation to the total 
amount involved, they would then look 
abnormally high, and it would be in the 
interests of the legal profession to adopt a 
special scale of low fees for the initial trans- 
action, since every house that is built will 
produce future business for them. 

In conclusion, the matter is not without 
its difficulties, but it is not without a solu- 
tion, and I repeat that I hope the present 
Minister will not miss his opportunity. 

HAROLD Forb. 


Four Stones, Grove-road, 
Knowle, Warwickshire. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR,—I was very interested to read the 
letter by “Chartered Surveyor” in 


your issue of October 22, on the 
question of legal costs in conection with 
the conveyance of newly-built house 
property. 

We on Merseyside have been express- 
ing our concern on this matter for some 
time, and our Regional Registered 
Housebuilders’ Committee have made 
representations to the Liverpool Law 
Society to reconsider their instruction to 
solicitors to charge full-scale fees, but 
without effect. 

After taking counsel’s opinion on the 
question of conveying the land separately 
and then entering into a building con- 
tract, my own firm has had drawn up a 
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form of building contract which gives 
safeguards to the builder not provided 
by the RIBA form itself, and _ this 
arrangement is working satisfactorily. 
The conveyance of the land is arranged 
on the lines indicated by your correspon- 
dent, thus making a saving to the pur- 
chaser, on a £2,000 house, of at least £40 
and, in addition, a saving to the builder. 


A. H. BOULTON. 
School-lane, Bebington, Wirral. 


WAGES IN THE INDUSTRY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR, —“ Dissatisfied Builder” has in- 

deed put his finger on a sensitive 
spot in referring to conditions in the 
industry, which, to say the least, are 
hardly likely to give rise to all-round 
satisfaction. It is true, as he says, that in 
many cases Operatives are receiving rates 
substantia!ly beyond those stipulated in 
our agreement. This is, as we all know, 
a form of bribing in circumstances of full 
or near full employment. 

We are aware, however, that on the 
other hand, to compensate for these ab- 
normal rates, our various agreements are 
being complete!y disregarded in the im- 
portant respects of apprenticeship, holi- 
day credit payments and other conditions 
which have been so laboriously sought 
and won over a period of years. 

The present position is really a legacy 
of the war years when, against the wishes 
of the operatives, a system of bonus pay- 
ments was forced upon the industry by 
the Government of the day. Substantial 
profits were made in the war and the 
Government, to allay a keen and justiti- 
able sense of dissatisfaction among the 
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workers, introduced this system and fixed 
absurdly low targets to enable the 
workers also to enjoy some of the 
financial advantages arising from war- 
time contracts. 


Employers were not unwilling then to 
pay high wages as they were operating 
under a cost plus system and as far as 
they were concerned the targets could 
have been one brick per hour without 
protest on their part. We have put our 
signature to an incentives agreement 
which has current effect but, unfor- 
tunately, many firms are prepared to 
disregard completely the terms of the 
agreement and institute all kinds of 
dubious methods to the disadvantage of 
all concerned in the industry. 

Now that speculative building is once 
again to be strongly encouraged by the 
Government’s decision to sanction the 
construction of houses for sale without 
any kind of control, we fear that the 
chaotic and anarchic conditions of the 
early 30’s will largely repeat themselves. 

This Federation makes agreements in 
the hope that they will be observed, but 
the fact that many firms have shown 
themselves willing to disregard the plea 
for order and self-discipline gives rise to 
our consistent annual wage demands. It 
is no use employers saying they cannot 
afford to meet these when their conduct 
proves that they can afford to do so by 
their sanctioning of rates considerably in 
advance of any we have so far felt dis- 
posed to claim. 

R. Coppock, General Secretary, 
National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives. 
London, SW4. 
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EMPLOYMENT OVERSEAS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR,—In reply to your correspondent 
“Pharos” in your last week’s issue, I 
would emphasise that every year the 
building trade enters further into the field 
of highly technical matters. To under- 
stand these and: apply them to construc- 
tional work it is, in my opinion, essential 
to have such training as is provided by 
completing a degree or diploma course. 
I am sure it will be appreciated 
that before appointing a man to take a 
responsible position overseas, anh 
employer must ascertain that the appli- 
cant possesses the above qualifications, 
because on distant overseas sites there 
are few, if any, opportunities of discus- 
sing problems “with the man in the 
adjoining office.” 

In conclusion, I feel that overseas work 
has always called for a high standard of 
practical and technical knowledge, and 
that it is better for a man who classes 
himself as “ average” to busy himself at 
home . . . there is plenty to be done. 

WILFRED N. SAUNDERS, MIOB. 


Sutton, Surrey. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Winning Malta Design 


Dr. BorG OLIVIER, the Prime Minister, 
announced on October 27 that in the 
international competition for the rebuild- 
ing of Malta’s Royal Opera House, the 
design submitted by Professor Zavelani 
Rossi, of Italy, had been chosen. There 
were two British entrants, Mr. Nixon and 
Mr. Alister MacDonald. 








BMA WAR MEMORIAL 








Nover 








A general view and detail of one of the 
figures (Sacrifice) of the British Medical 
Association’s War Memorial at Tavistock- 
square, WC1, which was dedicated by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury on Tuesday. 
The memorial was designed by Mr. 
James Woodford, RA, in collaboration with W 

Mr. S. Rowland Pierce, FRIBA. 
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A FREE TRY tefore YOU BUY 


Do you believe all you 
read in Advertisements ? 










w. MASSON 


aa»: we Harpenden 4743 
ARPEN : 7 


F 


We must admit that we are sometimes 
sceptical of the claims made in some 
of the Advertisements we read, and 
just in case this applies with you, we 
have decided to offer Free Testing 
i Samples of Febmix Admix. 

for the free Sa™P In making this offer we give you the 


, wooD END ROAD: by 


Your Ref. : AGE/PS/2- 
Our Ref. : FWM|JPM. 


9314 June, 1954 


Sir, 
Dear an thank you 


) on « « e 
1 beg “pebenit Admix” sent to - opportunity of checking the claims 
duct > jeliboky 
of your PLO we make of the action in use of 
the 3rd inst. form you that I have Febmix Admix. 
d to inior ‘ 
1 am please be all You claim i 
t to iT 


able to increase 


nd this produc 
s laid. 


fou 
by 25% the averos 


Will you ple 
further five gallon 


have peen 


its use, ‘ 
i: e number of prick 


he REDUCES MATERIAL COST 
e 
therefore, artand INCREASES LABOUR OUTPUT 


I earliest 
s at you AND 


IMPROVES QUALITY OF WORK 


ase, 


send me o 
convenience: 2 . 
king you for your very kind 
icy Yours faithfully, 
pp: F. w. Masson: 


Mr. MASSON, who sent the unsolicited testimonial we reproduce here, increased by 25% 

the number of bricks laid by using FEBMIX ADMIX, but that is not all, he also 

obtained a mortar that resisted rain penetration and frost attack, and reduced material 
z cost by 4d. per cubic foot of mixed mortar. 





On receipt of your application on headed notepaper a FREE SAMPLE of FEBMIX ADMIX, 
sufficient for treating 2 cwts. of cement, will be sent to you carriage paid. 











for making 


FEBMIX ADMIX [ageee 
MASONRY MORTAR 


(GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 
102; KENSINGTON HIGH STREET, LONDON, W.8 Phone: Western 0444 
ALBANY ROAD, CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY, MANCHESTER Phone: Choriten 1063 





Write for free 
sample today 















Make cement and mortar 
mixes SAFE to use at 
temperatures of 29° F. 


wih K YEJACK 


anti-frost solution 


KYLJACK makes concrete 
and mortar mixes safe to 









use under severe frost 
conditions—at 29° F. of 
frost the work goes on and 





this means—no time lag—no 
profits lost. KYLJACK is 
a concentrated anti-freeze 
liquid, mixing readily with 
gauging water. It remains 
constant —no settlement — 
and no deterioration of the 
product in storage. Mixes 
“on site” with minimum 
labour costs. 






















ADVANTAGES : 
@ Can beused under severe frost conditions. 











@ No harmful effect on mixes. Increases density and strength of concrete. 
@ Does not corrode steel and iron reinforcements. 
Obtainable from Builders’ Merchants or direct from B.B.E. Depots 
PRICES : 
40 gallon drum 4/- per gallon 
10 gallon drum 5/=- per gallon 

5 gallon drum 5/6 per gallon 

1 gallon cans 8/6 per can 
40 gallon drum charged and returnable 


REGD. 


ANTI-FROST 


Send for further details and 
instructional leaflet from any 
B.B.E. Office. 


British Bitumen Emulsions Ltd 


4 DUNDEE ROAD, TRADING ESTATE, SLOUGH, BUCKS 
] Telephone: Slough 21261/6 Telegrams: “Colfix, Slough” 
DEESIDE, SALTNEY, near CHESTER 
20 MAUKINFAULD ROAD, GLASGOW, E.2 





WHEN FROSTS ABOUT— GET KVLJACK OUT 




















SALESM 


8” & 12” 
MODELS 


November 5 1954 


DEMONSTRATION 
IS OUR FINEST 
AN... 


The special design of the 
om precision-built HAYWOOD 

f Floor Sanding Machine ensures 
speedy, smooth, easy surfac- 
ing of extensive or average 
areas in an atmosphere entirely 


free from dust. 
Operation of machine 
is simple and requires 
only correct steering. 
Models 12'’ or 8”, fitted 
210/230 volt single 
phase A.C. motors but 
can also be supplied 
either alternatively or 
additionally with D.C. 
motor and Petrol Engine 
drive units. Please send 
for details—demonstra- 
tions by arrangement. 


HAYWOOD FLOOR SANDING Machines 


‘Smooth-out troubles in no time’ 


HAYWOOD FOUNDRIES LTD 
30/32 SEATON PLACE - EUSTON RD. - LONDON, N.W.1 


Telephone: EUSTON 1908 & 3241 








KYLIACK 











“| left the whole project to Blacknells*. . .” 


“They sent a Technical Representative down 
here, weighed up our problem and submitted 
plans within a matter of days. The buildings 
were completely prefabricated—and up in no 
time. Blacknells know their job all right . . . saved us 
a lot of bother and considerable expense. You'd 
be wise to get in touch with them yourself.” 


%* This Technical Training Centre of 10,500 square 


feet was designed and erected in 8 weeks for a 
well-known industrial concern in the Midlands, 


PREFABRICATED BUILDINGS 


H. & H. BLACKNELL LTD., DEPT. C10, FARNBOROUGH, HANTS. (TEL : 106) 
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News of the Week 


RIBA INAUGURAL MEETING 


FEW hours after making his 

announcement in the House of 
Commons on Tuesday about the ending 
of building licensing [reported on page 
749], Mr. NiGet BircH, Minister of 
Works, repeated the good news to a “ full 
house” of architects at thé RIBA 
inaugural meeting. He proposed a vote 
of thanks to Mr. C. H. Aslin, CBE, who 
delivered his presidential address. 

Mr. Birch, who was loudly applauded, 
jokingly reminded the architects present 
that they were still left with many hoops 
to jump through. 

He said that the ending of building 
restrictions did not signify that his 
Ministry had lost interest in architects 
and building operations generally. His 
department was anxious to help in keep- 
ing building at a high and stable level. 
Close contact would still be maintained 
with building material producers, and he 
hoped that the good relationships be- 
tween architects and the Ministry of 
Works would continue and, if possible, 
improve. 

The meeting included the unveiling, 
by Mr. Aslin, of a portrait of his pre- 
decessor, Sir Howard Robertson, and the 
presentation of the London Architecture 
Bronze Medal to Messrs. E 
Devereux and E. L. W. Davies, FF. 
RIBA, for their design of the new out- 
patients’ building, St. James’ Hospital, 
Balham. 

Among the guests were representatives 
of Australian and American architects. 


TEMPLE OF MITHRAS 


A DETAILED scale model of the remains 
of the Roman Temple, discovered last 
month on the site of Bucklersbury Hous2. 
City of London, has been prepared by 
the Ancient Monuments Branch of the 
Ministry of Works, It is part of the 
series of records made by the architects 
of the Branch. The Ministry’s team of 
draughtsmen was directed by Mr. S. 
Masters. 

The model is being shown for the first 
time at The Times exhibition of photo- 
graphs of ancient monuments, at The 
College of Art and Crafts, Margaret- 
street, Birmingham. The _ exhibition, 
officially opened on October 29 by the 
Deputy Lord Mayor of Birmingham, 
Alderman W. T. Bowen, remains open 
until November 12. The model is to a 
scale of 4 in. to the ft. 


BUILDING COSTS 


A DISCUSSION on the subject “ An 
Approach to Lower Building Costs” is 
to be held at the Building Centre, Store- 
street, WC1, on November 23, at 6.30 
p.m. It is being held in connection with 
the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the 
LCC Brixton School of Building and has 
been arranged in association with the 
technical information service of the 
Ministry of Works. The chair will be 
a. by Sir Thomas P. Bennett, FRIBA, 


PRA TO RETIRE 


SiR GERALD KELLY, who has been 
President of the Royal Academy for the 
past five years, is to retire in two months’ 
time, when he reaches the age of 75. This 
was announced at the annual meeting in 
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London last week of the Artists’ General 
Benevolent Institution, of which Sir 
Gerald Kelly is also president. 


TALK BY SIR HUGH CASSON 


Sir HuGH Casson, RDI, FRIBA, is to 
give a lecture entitled “ Interior Motives ” 
at the Royal Society of Arts, John Adam- 
street, WC2, on November 9. The meet- 
ing has been arranged by the Royal 
College of Art where Sir Hugh is pro- 
fessor of interior design. 


RSA COMPETITION RESULTS 


THE RESULT of the Royal Society ot 
Arts Bicentenary Competition for fore- 
casts of practical aspects of life on this 
earth in the year aD 2,000, is now 





ST. JAMES’S CHURCH, BATH, show- 

ing the blitzed tower, which is now to be 

demolished. The church, which ts of medieval 

origin, was rebuilt by Fohn Palmer in 1768. 

The Salvation Army is expected to build a 
Citadel on the site. 





announced. The judges appointed by the 
council of the Society were unable to 
make any recommendation for the first 
prize of £250 or the second prize of £100, 
but among other awards made were:— 
A prize of £50 to Wing Cmdr. T. R. 
Cave-Browne-Cave, CBE, MIMechE, 
FRAeS, for a scheme for rooftop road- 
ways. A prize of £20 to C. E. H. Watson, 
BSc (NZ), MICE, AMIMechE, 
AMIStructE, for a system of under- 
ground roadways for London. 

The entries submitted numbered 184, 
and for the purpose of judging were 
classified into eight groups, for each of 
which a panel of experts was appointed. 

Judges in the building and planning 
group were Sir Alfred Bossom, MP, 
FRIBA (chairman), Sir Hugh Casson, 
RDI, MA, FRIBA, and Sir George 
Burt, MICE. 


ANNUAL COCKTAIL PARTY 


THE annual autumn cocktail party of 
the London branch of the Faculty of 
Architects and Surveyors and the Faculty 
of Surveyors of England was held on 


745 


October 14, at the Eversleigh Court 
Hotel, South Kensington. Between 80 
and 90 members and their guests 
attended, amongst whom were Mr. 
Pembroke Wicks, Registrar of the Archi- 
tects Registration Council, Mr, N. James 
Rushton, LRIBA, President elect of the 
Faculty, members of other branches, and 
the General Secretary, Mr. H. M. Soar, 
and his staff. 


HOUSING YEAR BOOK 


THe British Housing and Planning 
Year Book, which has been published by 
the National Housing and Town Plan- 
ning Council, includes the text of papers 
read at the Council’s annual conference 
which was held at Scarborough from 
October 27 to 29. Among other articles 
featured are “Current Trends in Hous- 
ing Policy,’ by Mr. A. E. Telling, MA, 

and “A Re-statement of Planning Prin- 
cigiee and their Application,’ by Mr. 
Kenneth O. Male, FRICS, MTPI. 


TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE 


THE autumn meeting of the Building 
Teachers’ Conference will be held on 
November 20 at the School of Building, 
East Ham Technical College, Arragon- 
road, E6. 


NEW FLATS OPENED 


THE PRINCESS ROYAL yesterday 


(November 4) opened a block of 112 


flats at Shoot-up Hill, Hampstead, which 
have been built to the design of Mr. 
Frank Scarlett, FRIBA. The- builders 
were F. Troy and Co., Ltd 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. W. Dosson CHAPMAN & ParTNERS, of 


Macclesfield, have now taken over the practice carried 
on until his recent retirement by Mr. ARTHUR 
CLAYTON, FRIBA, at 6, Chestergate, Macclesfield, 
and 4, Clarence-street, Manchester, 2. The Maccles- 
field office will be transferred to Messrs. W. Dosson 
CHAPMAN & PARTNERS’ present address at Jordongate 
House, Macclesfield (tel.: Macclesfield 2278/9). The 
Manchester office will continue to be carried on 
temporarily at 4, Clarence-street, Manchester, 2, until 
December 1, when it will be transferred to more 
commodious offices at 3, St. James’s-square, Man- 
chester, 2. The tel. no. of this office (Blackfriars 
9904) will remain unchanged. 

Mr. Joun S. Nevitt, FIAS, quantity surveyor, has 
removed his offices from 24, West-street, Wimborne, 
to larger premises at 35, High-street, Wimborne. 
Dorset (tel. (unchanged) Wimborne 747). 


MEssrs. BaRE, LEANING AND BARE, quantity sur- 
veyors, announce that their Bath office is now at 
3, Argyle-street, Bath (tel.: 4604). 


Messrs. Victor J. BEVAN & Co., quantity sur- 
veyors, have moved to 67, Deverell-street, London. 
SEI (telephone: Hop 1), and would be pleased 
to receive trade catalogues at that address. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, November 4, 1854 


LIFTING BRICK BUILDINGS By Hypb- 
RAULIC PRESSURE.—A letter from San 
Francisco, in the North American, says: 
They are now grading the streets of the 
city, filling in some and cutting down 
others. When the former process is being 
done, it becomes necessary to raise the 
houses. You have heard of moving 
houses entire, but here we lift them up 
by “hydraulic pressure. Whole piles of 
brick buildings are being raised in this 
mode where the streets have been filled 
up, and thus the lower floors are brought 
up to the new level of the streets. Last 
week, a warehouse belonging to Alsop 
and Co., 50 feet front and 70 feet deep, 
having three stories and a basement, a 
heavy brick building, was raised 5 feet, 
and then under-built with stone, all with- 
out moving out, or even disturbing the 
clerks with their pens at the desks! 
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An African Letter 


Durban, Natal, October 28. 


% BY being idle you are mixing with the 
inmost life of the place where you 
are; by doing nothing you are doing 
everything. The local atmosphere finds 
you unresisting and fills you, while all the 
others have filled themselves with the stuff 
of guide books and the cheerless east wind 
of culture... . It is the common life of 
the people in a foreign place which is 
really a wonder and delight to the eyes.” 
Chesterton’s advice to travellers, picked 
from the pages of a month-old /llustrated 
London News while flying up to Durban 
last week over the glorious coast of Natal, 
came when one was trying to sort over 
the confused but wholly delightful impres- 
sions of 72 hours spent in the Cape. Let 
it straightway be admitted that anyone 
who willingly spends three days only in 
that earthly paradise is qualifying for a 
certificate of .mental unseaworthiness. 
Cape South Africans will tell you that 
the Cape is a place to end, not begin, a 
visit to Africa, and that to spend any- 
thing less than six weeks there comes 
perilously near discourtesy. They are 
right, but they must concede that there 
is no approach to Africa to equal the 
first sight of Table Bay as seen from deck 
in the grape purple of earliest morning, 
with Table Mountain outlined against the 
rose pink of dawn and garlanded with a 
necklace of shimmering lights. Within 
a few minutes the sun is above the hori- 
zon and some of the magic departs, but 
these things are not to be measured in 
time, 

Table Mountain and its flanking peaks 
form a kind of perpetual back-cloth to 
the Cape Town scene. Walk up a street 
or look out of a window and there is this 
remarkable rock. It towers behind the 
harbour as our ship noses her way to 
her berth.. Long before she ties up can 
be seen shambling figures and dark faces 
which later one learns to divide into the 
ebony of the native and the coffee colour 
of the longer-haired Cape Coloured. This 
first impression of colour is one that 
remains and becomes intensified the 
longer you remain in Africa. Every- 
thing revolves round it. 


“THREE DAYS IN CAPE TOWN” 


How to expend to best advantage three 
days in Cape Town might be hard to say 
in the absence of a host like Leonard 
Thornton White. When he came out to 
South Africa 17 years ago to be the Pro- 
fessor of Architecture in the school of 
architecture at the University of Cape 
Town, he found a mere handful of 
students. Now there are over 300 in the 
school, and its graduates are to be found 
in cities and towns all over the Union 
and British Africa. Their influence on 
a fast-developing country is enormous 
and will grow. Africa owes the Univer- 
sity and Thornton White an_ ever: 
increasing debt. 

Thornton White lives with his delight- 
ful wife and two daughters at Constantia, 
to the south of Cape Town. From the 
living-room of his house you look across 
to False Bay and to Cape Hanglip, 40 
miles off. Across the valley is Muizenberg 
mountain. The house itself is on three 
levels, and the room, the garden and the 
mountain and beyond reveal themselves 
in successive stages. The garden is 


THE BUILDER 


terraced, being part of an old vineyard, 
and the whole is indescribably lovely. As 
president of the Cape Wine Tasters’ 
Association, Thornton White is a man 
whose judgment in matters relating to 
wine is to be respécted, and a visit to a 
local wine farm to buy supplies is some- 
thing to be remembered, not only for the 
great wooden casks, one of which held 
nearly 1,100 gallons, but for the quality 





Flats for single native workers, Langa, 
Cape Town. 


and cheapness of the wine itself. Four 
gallons of three different wines at a total 
cost of just over £2 is surely something 
to be reckoned with! 

A visit to the School of Architecture, 
the quality of whose output is to be 
reckoned in inverse ratio to the rather 
makeshift buildings in which the school 
functions was made additionally interest- 
ing by meeting the engineers, R. Stubbs 
and B. Bruce, who are engaged in the 
building industry in the Cape. ‘Lunch 
followed at the Civil Service Club, which 
has something of the character of the 
East India Club and is noted for its cook- 
ing and its company. 

One has to spend a short time only in 
Africa to realise the difficulty and 
complexity of the colour problem. 
It is not only a question of differen- 
tiation etween black and _ white, 
but of differences between the native 
African and Cape Coloured population, a 
difference into which the Indian races also 
enter, though not to such an extent as in 
Natal and British East Africa. Nor can 
the whites be reckoned homogeneous, for 
there are various gradings of these of 
which the poor white (i.., the person 
whose mental or technical ability does 
not allow him to sustain the standard of 
life enjoyed by other white inhabitants) 
is at the bottom. Such white people must 
be prevented from falling to the natives’ 
standard of life, if necessary at public 
expense, and this type of European often 
constitutes a drag on economic progress. 
But in the Cape, at all events, these 
matters seem to have been largely resolved, 
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their employers, such as house staff. 
The remainder live in townships outside 
the city boundary, coming in to work by 
bicycle or bus. One such township is 
Langa, which is being built by the natives 
themselves under skilled direction. To 
make this possible there had to be a 
revision of the law to enable natives 
and coloured to engage in some of the 
more advanced building trades. Most 
of them show some aptitude for building, 
under skilled supervision, and this 
scheme (which enables the labour costs 
to be reduced considerably) is likely to 
spread. It is regarded, in fact, as being 
the only solution to the increase of high 
costs which alone can wreck the best- 
intentioned plan. 


Langa is a community area, in effect, 
being one of several which make up the 
native housing area. It contains a cen- 
tral administrative. block, a hospital, a 
cinema (not much used by the natives 
who thus demonstrate their innate 
common sense), schools of various reli- 
gious denominations, churches and 
houses and flats. The latter give 
accommodation for single men and 
the houses for families, though the sys- 
tem of multi-storeyed flats has now been 
abandoned in favour of communal flats 
for sixteen men. The structural system 
is simple—brick-on-edge walls  un- 
plastered internally, asbestos cement 
roofs, brick partitions, and concrete 
floors. Each section has six sleeping 
rooms for 18 men, a communal living- 
room, shower and we. Rents in the 
latest scheme are of the order of 25s. per 
month per man housed. The schemes 
are built with borrowed advances on 
which interest is paid, and the com- 
munities are thus self-supporting. The 
attractive four-storeyed flats for single 
men are not to be repeated. 3 


AND SO TO DURBAN 


An invitation was accepted to the staff 
dance at the University of Cape Town. 
If speeches were long, even by English 
standards, there were some good cracks, 
of which that describing one of the 
retiring professors as having been 
educated in Edinburgh but trained in 
Glasgow sticks in the mind. The dance 
was preceded by a cocktail party given 
by Franz te Water, son of a former 
High Commissioner in London, and his 
charming wife, at which many members 
of the staff of the School of Architecture 
joined in. 

The day before leaving for Durban, to 
attend the Golden Jubilee celebration 
congress of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers in South 
Africa, was spent.in visiting some of the 
older towns of the Cape Province, 
Stellenbosch and Paarl among them, 
ending up at Worcester after a drive 
along the hairpin windings of the national 
road through the Drakenstein mountains. 
At Worcester our host pointed out the 
single narrow-gauge railway line which 
meanders through the country. “ That,” 
he said, “ carries the entire prosperity of 


and there is an obviously good relationship 
between the various sections, white, of the railway system of the Union at 
coloured and native. I saw no example times stretches the economic life to near 
of any white being rude or inconsiderate breaking point, and is at present likely 
to a native, nor of the reverse, though to cause serious disruption of building 
hearing that this is so is less uncommon. work in Natal, the Cape and the coastal 

All natives and Cape Coloured must towns generally. This was a matter 
reside outside Cape Town itself, unless much in the minds of the Durban Con- 
they are employees actually living with gress. I. M. 


the Western Province.” The inadequacy 
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AAX ETC AC wy he 


BASIC PRINCIPLES 
Artificial light is required in a building to enable the occupants to 
continue their activities when the natural illumination falls below a 
certain level. It is the function of the lighting installation to provide 
enough light for this purpose, in such a way that the eyes can work 
effectively, free from strain, and in pleasant comfortable conditions 
whatever the tasks they have to perform. 


Illumination and Visual Response 

Provided there is enough light, an object is seen by means of the light 
reflected from it into the eye, and distinguished from its surroundings 
by difference in brightness or colour or both. In general, the more 
light an object reflects, the easier it is seen: the darker it is, the 
greater the illumination required to see it. 

Increasing the illumination from 1 to ro lumens per sq. ft. will 
produce as much change in visual sensation as an increase from 10 to 
100 Im./sq. ft. (both being increases of 1,000%) although the light 
added is only 9 Im./sq. ft. in the first case compared with go Im./sq. ft. 
in the second. It is a sound suggestion to increase the illumination of 
an apartment from 5 to 1o Im./sq. ft., but pointless to raise it from 
say 20 to 25 Im./sq. ft. for no marked improvement would then be 
noticed, although the increment is 5 lm./sq. ft. in each case. This is 
because the first increase is 200%, the second only 25%. 


Recommended Illumination Values 

The illumination values given in Table 2 are minima abstracted 
from the most recent official recommendations, and may be exceeded 
with advantage in many circumstances. Sewing and similar work on 
dark material requires more light than reading. Seeing is quicker with 
increased light : if work has to be done where vibration occurs (e.g. 
in a moving vehicle) particularly good lighting is required. Old people 
need considerably more light than young people to perform the same 
tasks. 


Reflection and Absorption of Light 

The eye receives light not only from the light source itself, but 
indirectly, i.e., reflected from surfaces within the field of vision. 
Reflection may be specular as from a mirror, where the incident light 
rays are reflected at definite angles (the angle of reflection equals the 
angle of incidence) ; diffuse as from a uniform matt surface where 
they are scattered and the reflected light is distributed in all directions 
in front of the surface ; or spread which is a special form of diffuse 
reflection having a preferential direction, and being characteristic of 
the surfaces of many materials. See Fig. 1. 

Only part of the light emitted from the lamps is received as useful 
illumination on the working plane. Walls, ceiling, furnishings, floor 
and the light fittings themselves absorb a considerable amount and it 
becomes necessary to know what proportion of the light that escapes 
from the fittings is reflected from the surrounding surfaces and 
contributes to the illumination at the required level. In the majority 
of cases the colours are matt, and the reflection from the coloured 
surfaces is therefore diffuse. Table 3 gives the Reflection Factors (i.e. 
the percentage of reflected to incident light) of a selection of colours. 


Shadows 
The quantity of useful light is still further reduced if obstructions are 
allowed to cast shadows over the work. In many cases this can be 
avoided by more careful siting of the light fittings in relation to the 
worker and the work ; for example, in some commercial installations 
it is sufficient if the shadows are weakened by reducing the spacing 
between light fittings or by installing fluorescent lamps, so that a 
greater proportion of light flows round the obstruction. 

On the other hand, shadow is a valuable asset in shop window and 
exhibition display, and is sometimes used in some processes to pick 
out objects from a background of the same colour. 
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Glare 

Glare is a rather vague term applied to those forms of discomfort 
caused by too much light entering the eyes, whether from the lamps 
themselves, reflections, over-bright surfaces, or excessive contrasts in 
relation to the object being looked at. ‘‘ Glare light ”’ is useless in 
itself, detracts from the value of the useful light, and provides 
continuous distraction. The principal causes are : 

(a) Unshaded lamps, of any type. 

(b) Excessive specular reflection from polished or glossy 
surfaces. 

(c) Excessive differences in brightness between objects and 
adjacent surfaces (e.g., background and shadows) within the 
field of vision. 

(d) An excessive amount of light entering the eye from sources 
(e.g., light fittings) other than the object which is being 
viewed, even though the latter may be adequately 
illuminated. 

Light Fittings 

in Relation to the Background 

It is seldom that any one of these causes exists alone in a particular 
installation ; in most cases glare is caused by varying combinations 
of several causes, hence the difficulty in dealing with them adequately 
in practice. In this connection it is important to remember that the 
light fittings themselves are part of the general background, and if 
seen against a dark wall or shadow will cause glare. In this case the 
glare is largely independent of the quantity of light involved, and 
the area of the source. Prevention is a matter of adjustment of the 
reflection factors of the surrounding surfaces, and in particular the 
selection of a suitable light fitting mounted at such a height that its 
brightness is not too high in relation to that of the background against 
which it is seen. 

Correction of Glare Defects 

may involve Redesign 

The most difficult case to deal with is (d). Ability to see the work is 
reduced, involving discomfort, distraction and increased risk of 
accidents ; serious strain is caused if such conditions are endured for 
any length of time or at frequent intervals. As the severity of the 
glare is dependent on the actual quantity of light involved, the first 
step is to raise the offending light source above the field of vision. The 
glare lessens as the height of the fitting above eve level is increased, 
until at more than 40° from the line of sight it may be disregarded. 

When this treatment is carried out with an existing installation it 
will almost certainly be found that the resulting illumination is 
inadequate ; in fact once a lighting system giving this kind of glare 
has been installed, little short of re-design and replacement will 
improve matters. Changing the size or type of lamp will make no 
difference. 

Glare of types (a) and (b) are simpler to deal with ; they can be 
avoided by choosing suitable light fittings and mounting them at the 
proper level in relation to the working plane. Reflected glare is often 
overlooked ; it can even be caused by white paper on a desk 
with a dark matt surface, or by strong highlights on a typewriter. 
Avoidance of excessive contrast between the work and its immediate 
background (c) is essential, and the elimination of specular reflection 
by the use of matt finishes to all surfaces within the field of vision. 
If this is not possible, glare can be avoided by the careful placing of 
the light source relative to these surfaces and the worker. 


For further details apply to 


British Electrical Development Association 


2 Savov Hill, London, W.C.2. Temple Bar 9434 
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Architectural Association 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


MR. PETER SHEPHEARD, ARIBA, 

president of the Architectural 
Association, delivered his presidential 
address, at 36, Bedford-square, WC1, on 
October 27. Mr. Bryan Westwood, 
FRIBA, was in the chair. 

Quoting from a Swiss architect who 
had gone to Brazil, Max Bill, Mr. Shep- 
heard said it might be thought that archi- 
tecture which succeeded in _ being 
functional might still be over dry. It 
might be argued that architecture was an 
art moved by the urge to self-expression 
and the desire to infuse buildings with 
the thought of artists. But the point of 
view thus expressed sprang from the 
mistaken idea that the art of building 
must be something other than the art of 
playing a certain useful réle in society. 
it sprang also from another mistake, that 
of supposing that the arts, and particu- 
larly the plastic arts, ought to consist of 
what was called self-expression. 

Self-expression was neither art nor 
architecture. Architecture ought to be 
as functional as it was possible to make 
it. Unceasingly, the architect should 
visualise how men were going to act and 
behave within his building. He should 
have no thought of how he might cause 
a sensation among his colleagues or the 
public. His guiding motive should be 
the service of mankind. 


NEW FORMALISMS 


Expressing approval of these senti- 
ments, the president said that the biggest 
dangers to the modern movement— 
which for years had been coming nearer 
and nearer to the rediscovery of the basic 
principles of architecture—were forma- 
lisms of one sort or another, asking the 
architect to force his buildings into this 
shape or that instead of growing as con- 
ceptions of the mind’s eye into shapes 
of their own. 2 

The formalist was one who had the 
idea of the building before the building 
was erected, and it was all one whether 
this pre-conceived idea was Florentine, 
Georgian, that of a glass walled slab, or 
of a building on pilotis, or of some- 
thing just brutal. If the idea prevented 
the building from fulfilling any one of 
its functions, architecture was prevented 
from happening. Architecture was not 
so much something created as something 
which happened. When a man of a 
certain sensibility put his mind to solving 
a building problem, without urgently 
seeking beauty or attempting  self- 
expression, but keeping his mind on the 
solution of practical problems, architec- 
ture happened. 

The architect must have looked at 
many buildings and loved them. Pro- 
bably he had designed many also. All 
his experience would be in his work, but 
obliquely so while his mind was on the 
problem. If the architectural faculty was 
strong in a man it needed not so much 
to be encouraged as to be disciplined and 
channelled into fruitful work. Archi- 
tecture could not be abstract: function 
was the first reason for a building coming 
into existence. 

The bed rock of architecture was a be- 
lief that it was never necessary to sacri- 
fice function to form, but that it was al- 


ways possible to contain and house any 
activity in a form fit and appropriate to 
it, and for the result to be architecture. 


ARCHITECT AND CLIENT 


Continuing, on the responsibility of 
architect to client, Mr. Shepheard said: 
“It always astonishes me to think how 
many architects in the last hundred years, 
on getting some hap!ess client into their 
clutches, have managed to sell him a 
miniature Palazzo Strozzi, or the top half 
of a chateau of the Loire, when all the 
poor man wanted was a bank or a pub. 
We now all laugh at that, of course, al- 
though it is not so funny if you have to 
live or work in one of them. 

Let us keep a laugh, too, up our sleeve 
for our contemporary scene, and some 
pity for the client of to-day who may be 
landed with something much less solid 
but little less inconvenient, in the form 
of an abstract design of welded steel and 
glass, or a block of flats raised on pilotis 
not because they fit the case as, of course, 
they sometimes do, but because the 
architect was so sensitive about his build- 
ing that he could not bear the thought of 
it touching the ground. 

In such bui!dings technical discoveries 
of the modern movement were not used 
as basic elements to solve problems, but 
as embellishment, a symbol of newness 
and non-existent daring. Untold damage 
had been done to architecture and to the 
reputation of architects by the old fancy 
dress, and the new fancy dress must not 
be allowed to make modern architecture 
look silly also. Everything depended on 
the architect re-establishing his reputa- 
tion as a practical man with practical 
solutions for contemporary prob!ems. 

Every time a flat was built some family 
was condemned to live in it—the archi- 
tect had rationed their space, their sun- 
shine, their privacy. Such users of build- 
ings were the real clients although they 
had little or no contact with the archi- 
tect, and although the schools, flats or 
other buildings had been commissioned 
by a committee of a local authority. The 
architect collaborated with the committee 
to satisfy the needs of these real clients. 
Indeed, here was one of the rewards of 
his work because, pleasing though it was 
to hear that the committee were pleased 
with the building, it was the happiness 
of the flat dwellers, the teachers and the 
school children which really warmed the 
heart. - 

Conversely, whel®r a committee 
grumbled that this or that caused trouble 
in the management, the solution was not 
to build dull fool-proof flats. surrounded 
by treeless seas of tarmac, but to find 
out why ordinary people could not live 
in the flats, and their children play in 
them, without requiring excessive 
management. 


WORKING WITH COMMITTEES 


“One of the difficulties of working 
for these new clients is that one has too 
little contact with them,” said the 
speaker. “One has to rely on the com- 
mittee, and unless the committee is a 
good one, and has much experience of 
the kind of work in hand, there is a ten- 
dency for it to imagine a kind of lowest 
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common denominator of client, a pair of 
rather clumsy humdrum individuals with 
a standard fiock of vandalistic children. 

“Very few families actually are like 
this, and enlightened authorities assume 
the best of everyone and get far better 
results. But modern architecture is so 
different from the places in which most 
of these people have lived before that I 
think more explanation of its possibilities 
is required; it would be a good thing if 
the architect could tell his clients how to 
use his buildings and their layout. Per- 
haps he could issue a booklet on the 
scheme.” 

Architects, Mr. Shepheard went on, 
had too little contact with people outside 
the profession. During the 19th century 
housing had been left to speculative 
builders, factories to engineers, town 
planning to drainage men and so on; and 
this had given architects the reputation 
of being impractical aesthetes; so that 
now a generation of architects which, on 
the whole, was composed of practical 
men ready and anxious to offer practical 
solutions to contemporary problems, was 
faced with the suspicion and mistrust of 


the public. 
That suspicion and mistrust was 
because the public remembered the 


banks, town halls and railway stations of 
a previous generation; and it was mad- 
dening to-day to see signs of new 
formalisms different only in appearance 
from the old—of architecture built by 
architects for other architects, of build- 
ings which, instead of solving a practical 
problem, solved an aesthetic one, and 
gave the client not a building but a 
beautiful and expensive abstract sculp- 
ture which had then to be sullied by the 
furniture and habits of its users. 

Architecture suffered, said Mr. Shep- 
heard, because it was but rarely criticised. 
Going on to the question of public or 
private offices, he objected to the distinc- 
tion; what was important was the 
difference between small and _ large 
offices; and he found it impossible to 
conceive any building which needed a 
group larger than a cricket or, at most, a 
football team. 


WHERE SCHOOLS FAIL 


Assistant architects should be allowed 
to do jobs on their own account in time 
granted for that purpose. There had 
been criticism of school training chiefly 
on the ground that it did not give suffi- 
cient practical experience. Eric Gill’s 
lament was echoed—that the modern 
architect, instead of rising from the 
scaffold, came down from the university. 
But what could a man learf on the scaf- 
fold or, for that matter, by being articled 
to a practitioner designing bungalows? 
Schooling enabled a student to pick up 
experience and make use of it quickly 
and intensely, and all with reference to 
a known body of theory. 

If the schools: failed at aH it was 
because the tedehi of theory was 
vague :—‘ Perhaps*there is something in 
our schools,” Mr. Shepheard suggested, 
‘“ which encourages too much the desire 
to do something new, as opposed to 
better than before. This may.be a per- 
sonal feeling of mine based on the idea 
that modern architecture has ‘now 
arrived at a point where it is more impor- 
tant to refine and humanise than to 
innovate. A good deal of crudity, of lack 
of careful detailing, mars many good 
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buildings. Almost, one gets the impres- 
sion that some architects consider it 
slightly cissy to fret too much about the 

rofile of a sill, the thickness of a window 
ar, or the exact size of the beams and 
columns, drips and eaves on which the 
whole tautness and scale of the building 
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depends. It was by considering such 
things as these that the Greeks produced 
the Parthenon; no striving for new form 
but all refining of their simple old barn- 
shaped temple, than which you could 
hardly imagine a duller building for 
shape.” 


Reconstruction of the City 
A DISCUSSION AT THE AA 


A CROWDED meeting of students and 

others assembled at the Archi- 
tectural Association, 36, Bedford-square, 
WCIl, on October 28, to discuss the re- 
construction of the City of London. Plans 
and models were on view. Mr. Adrian 
Gale presided. 


Mr. A. Korn explained the ohana and 
models. He said that for the purpose of 
reconstruction the City was divided into 
50 sections. The bomb-damaged areas 
amounted to about 25 million square feet, 
rather less than one-third of the whole 
City area. One very big bomb-damaged 
section was near insbury Circus, 
another near St. Paul’s, and another 
near Tower Hill. These and other areas 
had each their own needs as to what 
should be done. Over half a million 
people had to crowd into the City every 
working day; consequently, transport 
especially from the railway stations, was 
a key problem. 

Mr. J. M. RicHarDs, ARIBA, said the 
schemes shown on the walls were all 
admirable but only one of them was be- 
ing built. That was near London Bridge, 
and south of the river. All the other 
schemes were theoretical, although some 
had been worked out thoroughly. A lot 
of buildings were going to be put up in 
the City by bad architects and if this was 


interfered with the result would not be 
good architecture, but dull architecture. 
Even if we could assure that all new build- 
ings were going to be by good archi- 
tects we should not get a city dominated 
by a new architecture. Each generation 
had to make its own contribution, and 
we should endeavour to make a contri- 
bution designed to be part of the whole 
picture. 

He pleaded that we should be realistic, 
face the fact that there was going to be 
bad architecture in the City, and try to 
persuade the City Corporation and anyone 
else concerned to pay continual attention 
to such matters as silhouette, colour, 
street furniture, changes of level and all 
the other things that could weld a number 
of units into a whole. 


NEW BARBICAN SCHEME 


Mr. S. KADLEIGH, ARIBA, described 
the New Barbican scheme, on which a 
group, consisting of himself and others, 
had been engaged. This was an area 
roughly of about 40 acres with Moor- 
gate-street on the east, Aldersgate-street 
on the west, the Barbican to the north 
and Silver-street to the south. About 30 
feet below ground level there was a rail- 
way. The group proposed to excavate 
down to about 60 feet, getting the spoil 





NEW CITY OFFICES.—A perspective of the proposed office block at the corner of 


Chiswell-street and Bunhill-row, in the City of London. 


The building, of box frame 


construction, will be faced with Portland stone, and will have coloured glass panels 


between the windows, which will be set in pressed metal vertical mutllions. 


The columns 


will be of white terrazzo, and (on the ground floor) there will be red terrazzo stall- 


boards with Delabole slate panels between the windows. 


The architects are Mr. Cecil 


C. Handisyde, ARIBA, in association with Messrs. Hammett and Norton, AA.RIBA. 
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away on the railway track. In these 60 
feet they would place four floors of ware- 
house accommodation and parking for 
about 3,000 vehicles. When built up to 
ground level they proposed about 45 or 
50 feet of warehouse and industrial 
accommodation. 

Above this was to be the site for hous- 
ing, and the group proposed flats and 
maisonettes for about 4,000 people, with 
shops, schools and so forth. Point blocks 
of prestige offices with top hampers of 
high-grade flat accommodation were part 
of the proposed development. Care had 
been taken not to excavate the historical 
part around St. Giles’s Church and the 
Roman wall, and this would make a green 
strip through the whole of the develop- 
ment. 

PROFESSOR SIR Wau HOLForD, 
FRIBA, MTPI, outlined various prin- 
ciples according to which the develop- 

ent could be carried on. He asked 
what should be the type of control exer- 
cised in order to achieve any of these 
different kinds of advance? Who was 
going to be responsible? If things were 
left to the original designers and public 
opinion, we might get a few first-class 
buildings among a lot of mediocre or 
undesigned ones. Should we ask the 
City Corporation to be responsible? Or 
the London County Council? Should 
the Ministry of Housing, or someone else 
outside the City, step in and say: “ This 
is to be national; we must do this thing 
for you ’’? 

Mr. WHITEMAN said that Professor 
Holford had suggested three possible ways 
of development — laissez-faire, architec- 
tural or romantic. These were proposed 
as alternatives, but might they not be 
complementary? The three processes 
could go on simultaneously provided 
there was some hierarchy in which they 
could be held. 

The problem was one of relating total 
development on the relative scale with the 
problem of movement, and we were faced 
with a picture of utter chaos because 
there was no suggestion of a hierarchy 
of movement. This was a vital concern, 
and questions of indi ‘idual buildings. 
picturesque appearance and so on were 
of minor importance. 


REVISION OF IDEAS 


Mr, ERNO GOLDFINGER, LRIBA, asked 
who was going back to the parts of the 
City which were at present ruined? Was 
it necessary to increase office accommo- 
dation by half as much again? London 
was a big chunk of England and was used 
during only one-third of the 24 hours of 
each day. Should there be a great re- 
vision of ideas in the sense of bringing 
dwellings—flats mainly—into the City in 
such a way as to increase considerably the 
ratio of one-fifth floor coverage for that 
purpose? 

A question was asked as to the num- 
ber of people to be housed in the City. 
Mr. Kadleigh replied that his group had 
not worked to any specified proportion. 
Most likely the problem would be solved 
according to demand as the scheme 
progressed. 

Mr. DEREK ABBOT said that what went 
on in the City was a reflection of what 
went on all over England, and indeed all 
over the world. Architects must co- 
ordinate with other people such as 
engineers, technical experts, designers and 
artists of every kind. 
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BUILDERS SINCE 1786 


Y. J. LOVELL & SON LTD 


6 BATHURST STREET, W.2 





THE ‘“‘MONICO” PICCADILLY — Reconstruction 
MATTHEWS & SON and FREDERIC LAWRENCE & PARTNERS —Architects 


HEAD OFFICE: GERRARDS CROSS * BUCKS 


HIGH WYCOMBE « MARLOW * BEACONSFIELD * HORSHAM * EAST GRINSTEAD * EASTBOURNE 














ELECTRIC FIRES 


quick and easy to tix 


exceptional quality--keenly priced 








wns 


INSET FIRE 


With Patent Frameless 


WALL 











Fixing Device 


One of the most popular 
features of this fire is its 
“frameless” fixing device. 
It is only necessary for the 
surround: manufacturer to 
make his tiled surround with 
a 12” square aperture for the 
subsequent installation of 
the fire after the slab has been 
fixed to its ultimate position 
on the wall of a house. 


PANEL FIRE 


Sturdily constructed, neat and 
attractive in appearance. This 
model is designed for direct 
fixing on to a wall. Available 
in attractive shades of Ham- 
mered -Bronze or Silver to 
harmonise with any decoration 
scheme. A popular fire with 
all builders. 

2 K.W. List price 62/6 plus 
23/- P.T. 








ee ; Toe fire, therefore, is not 
removed from its wrapping 

until the Electrician arrives on the job for the purpose of connecting 
same to the mains. Thus the appliance is not subject to the possibility Y isual n D t 
of breakage, or damage due to scratching with the grit, dust, cement —— cage oe obtain supplies for you from the stock we always 
= = hyper gree mao abound rap bes My pce. Gram 1 .) In the event of the slightest difficulty however, please communicate direct 
e fixing of the fire is simplicity itself by means of two screws only. with us when we will be pleased to submit samples for your inspection 
Available in Hammered Bronze or Hammered Silver finish. and to arrange for your immediate service if supplies are subsequently 


2 K.W. List price 54/8 plus 20/- P.T. required. 


MARSDEN & BATESON LIMITED 


67, 68 & 69, SCHOLEFIELD STREET, NECHELLS, BIRMINGHAM, 7 





Your usual merchant will be pleased to quote you the appropriate discount 











Telephone: Aston Cross 2459 
Telegrams: Marbat, Birmingham 
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Cpold, diamonds and TEAK 


Nature usually sees to it that man’s struggles to wrest her rarest treasures are in proportion 
to the qualities of the treasure. The search for yellow specks in the soil goes on in the most un- 
comfortable places because there is no substitute for gold. The mighty efforts of man and beast to 
extract rare Teak trees from remote Asiatic forests continues for no less reason and to more purpose. 
Discerning and practical men the world over know that there’s nothing like Teak for woodwork that 
must resist attack from water, wind, chemicals, insects and high temperature, for centuries if nécessary. 


Of course, it’s dearer than most timbers; but it is good value. Morris can tell you all about Burma 
and Siam Teak and supply most building trade specifications from stock. 


MAMORISLTD 


by Morris include Mahogany, Iroko 
and Wainscot Oak. 


RAVENSDALE WHARF, STAMFORD HILL, LONDON, N.I6. Tel: Stamford Hill 6611 (6 


November 


Il 
Bui 


( N Nov 
MR. 
ending of 
Mr. Harm 
building | 
in the last 
building a 
risen and 
nearly all 
ministerin, 
ence causé 
any longé 
have deci 
intend to 
posing the 
56A on B 

Mr. Ni 
wards the 
comed by 
for an | 
materials 
increase s 
that woul 
actual sa 

Mr. B 
pate ver 
year bec 
freely gr 
during t 
demand 
a supply. 
and 500. 
administ1 
would be 
savings ¢ 

Mr. 
announce 
a Gover! 
houses t 
local au 

Mr. E 
the hou 
building 
sideratio 

Mr. 
decision 
ahead w 
would b 
be able | 

Mr. E 
Minister 

Mr. § 
curtailin 
Minister 
Housing 

Mr. F 
was Sa 
building 
housing 
trols. 

Mr. E 
in prod 
expectec 
work av 


FLOAT 


On C 
Parliam 
Works, 
of the | 
had bee 
Station 
proved, 
Northfi 
sound-f 
and to 
BRS w 
City Ce 
structio 
Station’ 





November 6 1954 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Building Licensing to End 


ON November 2, the Minister of Works, 

Mr. NIGEL BIRCH, announced the 
ending of all building licensing. In reply to 
Mr. Harmar Nicholls he said: “* Supplies of 
building materials have steadily improved 
in the last three years and productivity in the 
building and civil engineering industries has 
risen and licences are issued freely in 
nearly all areas. Neither the cost of ad- 
ministering this control nor the inconveni- 
ence caused to architects and contractors can 
any longer be justified. The Government 
have decided to end building licensing and 
intend to make an order in Council pro- 
posing the revocation of Defence Regulation 
56A on November 10.” 

Mr. NICHOLLS said that this vital step to- 
wards the ending of austerity would be wel- 
comed by the building industry. He asked 
for an assurance that the production of 
materials during the next 12 months would 
increase sufficiently to meet the extra building 
that would follow, and for an estimate of the 
actual savings in cost. 

Mr. BircH said that they did not antici- 
pate very much increase in building next 
year because building licences had been 
freely granted. The Government’s record 
during the past years showed that the 
demand for building materials had created 
a supply. They expected 100m. more bricks 
and 500,000 more tons of cement. The 
administrative saving to the department 
would be about £150,000, but there would be 
savings of local authorities in time. 

Mr. FERNYHOUGH suggested that the 
announcement was a shocking reflection on 


a Government which next year. would reduce 
houses to let to 150,000 and which refused 
local authorities the right to build schools. 
Mr. Bircu said that the requirements of 
the housing programme and the school 
building programme were taken into con- 
sideration when the matter was studied. 


Mr. BLENKINSOP asked whether the 
decision to prevent hospital authorities going 
ahead with hospital building and alterations 
would be changed, and whether they would 
be able to go ahead as fast as they wished. 

Mr. Bircu said that was a matter for the 
Minister of Health. 

Mr, SHINWELL also asked about possible 
curtailing of the housing programme, but the 
Minister referred him to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government. 

Mr. BoTtroMLey asked the Minister if he 
was satisfied that the proportion of 
building labour for hospitals, factories and 
housing was such that he could abolish con- 
trols. 

Mr. BircH said there had been an increase 
in productivity in the industry, and. they 
expected there would be about £100m. more 
work available next year. 


FLOATING FLOOR CONSTRUCTION 


On October 26, Mr. CHAPMAN asked the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works, as representing the Lord President 
of the Council, how many local authorities 
had been advised by the Building Research 
Station to use the floating floor which had 
proved, on the Egghill Housing Estate, 
Northfield, Birmingham, to be useless in 
sound-proofing, to sink away from the walls, 
and to slope. He also asked what advice the 
BRS was now giving to the Birmingham 
City Council about the removal or recon- 
struction of the floating floors used (on the 
Station’s recommendation) at the Egghill 
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Estate; and whether he would offer to meet 
the costs involved. 

Mr. J. R. Bevins said that in 1950 the 
Building Research Station published particu- 
lars of a timber floor giving improved sound 
insulation and many of these floors had been 
used in flats constructed for local authorities. 
An alternative had recently been devised 
which gave better insulation but at increased 
cost. The only complaint received had been 
from Birmingham and the Lord President of 
the Council was arranging for a member of 
the BRS to look into the matter immediately. 

Mr. CHAPMAN asked whether the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary would make some contri- 
bution towards the cost, which was enormous 
for the Birmingham City Council, as the 
Building Research Station had approved the 
official recommendation. How was it, he 
asked, that the floors now sagged, that one 
could walk across them and the furniture 
danced with the vibration, and that every- 
thing that went on in the flats below could 
be heard? How was it that the BRS recom- 
mended such floors to the councils of the 
country? 

Mr. BEvins said that the House would be 
well advised to await the result of the 
examination that was to be made. This was 
the first complaint that had been made in 
the country. It might well prove that the 
floors had been wrongly laid. Any question 
of compensation was one for the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government. 


Mr. CHAPMAN said that the majority 
leader in the Birmingham Council said that 
the floors had been built strictly to the speci- 
fications of the BRS. In those circumstances 
surely some contribution towards the cost 
should be made by the department. 

Mr. BEVINS said that the right thing to 
do was to examine the matter. It was plain 
that the Birmingham city architect thought 
that this design was a good one, otherwise 
it would not have been adopted there. 


TENDERING PROCEDURE 


On October 26, Mr. PERcy WELLS asked 
the Minister of Works if, in view of the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices Com- 
mission’s report on the supply of buildings, 
he would insist on tenderers for Govern- 
ment building contracts signing the declara- 
tion of ‘non-collusion, as recommended by 
the Royal Institute of British Architects. 

Mr. Bircu, after referring him to his reply 
to Mr. Harry Hind [reported in The Builder 
of October 29], added: Meanwhile, I do 
not propose to alter the declaration now in 
use. 

Mr. WELLS said that the reply would give 
great disappointment to Kent County 
Council and other local authorities, who felt 
that the Minister was dragging his feet in 
this matter. 


ATOMIC ENERGY BUILDINGS 


Mr. GEORGE STRAUSS asked the Minister 
of Works how far his department was still 
responsible for the erection and maintenance 
of the Atomic Energy Commission's 
buildings. 

Mr. BircH said that the United Kingdom 
Atomic Energy Authority would assume 
direct responsibility on December 1 next for 
new construction in the industrial group 
which was controlled from Risley. Arrange- 
ments were also being made for the 
Authority to take over responsibility for the 
maintenance of their buildings other than 
their London headquarters offices. His 
Ministry would continue for the time being 
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to be responsible for new construction in 
the Research and Weapons Groups. 

Mr. Strauss asked what was the cause 
of the change. The Atomic Energy Authority 
previously commissioned the Ministry of 
Works to do all this building work, and the 
Ministry had done it exceedingly well. Now, 
apparently, it was going out of the hands 
of the Ministry. Had the Authority no con- 
fidence in them? 

Mr. BircH agreed that the Ministry had 
done exceedingly well, but pointed out that 
all the nationalised bodies, such as the 
Nationa] Coal Board, the British Electricity 
Authority and the gas boards did their own 
building. 

Mr. Strauss asked if the Minister meant 
that they did their own construction and had 
their own construction companies, or that 
when the Atomic Energy Authority wanted 
a building erected they invited contractors 
other than the Ministry of Works to submit 
estimates. 

Mr. Bircu said that if they were taking 
over responsibility for their own building, it 
would be for them to select their own con- 
tractors and carry out the work in the way 
they thought it ought to be done. 

Mr. Srrauss asked whether the Ministry 
would no longer be invited to submit esti- 
mates and plans as they had in the past, 
especially when they had done so well. If 
so, that would be a ridiculous situation. 

Mr. Bircu said that that was a matter for 
the Atomic Energy Authority to decide. 


RENTS AND FLOOD DAMAGE 


On October 26, Mr. FREDERICK ELWYN 
Jones asked the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, what reply he had 
given to letters of complaint sent to him by 
tenants of houses flooded in the winter of 
1953 whose landlords were now claiming 
rent increases because of repairs and re- 
decorations carried out on those houses after 
the floods, but paid for by donations to the 
landlords from the Lord Mayor’s National 
Flood and Tempest Distress Fund. 

He also asked whether the Minister 
would introduce legislation at an early date 
to amend the First Schedule to the Housing 
Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, by adding to 
work to be disregarded for the purposes of 
that Schedule work the cost of which had 
been paid for by donations to the landlord 
from the Lord Mayor’s National Flood and 
Tempest Distress Fund. 

Mr. SANDys: This matter has only just 
been brought to my notice, and I should 
like time to investigate it further. 


COVENT GARDEN MARKET 


On October 26, Mrs. LENA JEGER asked 
the Minister of Housing and local Govern- 
ment, what plans he had for the removal of 
Covent Garden Market to another site. 

Mr. SANDYS: None. 


WATER SUPPLIES 


On October 26, Mr. AwBeEryY asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he was aware of the continued apprehen- 
sion in the minds of members of local 
authorities concerning droughts; and what 
steps were being taken to provide facilities 
for the conservation of our supplies of drink- 
ing water. 

Mr. SANDYS: There are a great number 
of water.schemes which have been asked for 
and the cost is very high. It is not, there- 
fore, possible to proceed on them all at 
once. 
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SCHOOL BUILDINGS, SCOTLAND 


On October 26, Mr. HANNAN asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland if he would 
establish a separate branch of the education 
department in which architects, administra- 
tors and inspectors would work together as 
a team to co-ordinate the efforts of the local 
authorities and obtain quicker approval of 
school building projects. 

Mr. HENDERSON STEWART, who replied, 
said there was already in the education 
department a separate branch which had a 
building development team composed of 
architects, administrators and inspectors to 
give general guidance to education authorities 
about schoo] building. Quicker approval of 
building projects was normally obtained by 
informal consultation between the architects, 
and in some areas a joint working party of 
technical officers and administrators had 
been set up by the department and the 
education authority to keep the building pro- 
gramme under frequent review. These 
arrangements were working reasonably well 
and the Secretary of State did not propose 
to change them. 

Mr, HANNAN said that the suggestion in 
his question was one of the recommendations 
of the Select Committee on Estimates in 
their eighth report. Could the Under Secre- 
tary say whether the frustrating and irritat- 
ing delays which had occurred in sanction- 
ing plans for schools because of plans being 
passed backwards and forwards between 
Government departments and focal authori- 
ties was now being cut down. 

Mr. STEWART said that they were endea- 
. vouring all the time to cut down unnecessary 
red tape, and he could assure Mr. Hannan 
that they were giving the matter their special 
attention. 


LEITH TOWN HALL 


On October 26, Mr. Hoy asked the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland whether he was 
yet able to make a statement about the 
rebuilding of Leith Town Hall. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH, who replied, said 
that the Secretary of State expected to receive 
from Edinburgh Corporation soon further 
information which he hoped would enable 
him to reach a decision on this proposal 
without delay. 


FUEL ASH BRICKS 


On October 29, Mr. Dopps asked the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works, as representing the Lord President 
of the Council, if he would give details of 
the experiments at the Building Research 
Station, Garston, Hertfordshire, in making 
bricks from the fine ash left after burning 
the pulverised fuel at power s‘ations. 

Mr. J. R. Bevins said that the Buildiag 
Research Station, in collaboration with the 
British Electricity Authority, had been con- 
ducting experiments which had shown that 
good-quality bricks could be made from 
mixtures of 85 per cent. pulverised fuel 
ash and 15 per cent. clay. The station had 
also worked out details of the practical 
application of this process. The ash neces- 
sarily contained small amounts of ucburnt 
coal, which burned in the firing processes, 
producing heat and thus reducing the 
amount of fuel needed to fire the bricks. 


OBITUARY 
Cecil H. Perkins, ARIBA 


WE REGRET to announce the death, which 
occurred on October 29, of Mr. Cec’l Henry 
Perkins, ARIBA, of Raymond Buildings, 
Gray’s Inn, WC1. 
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LCC 


Building Contracts 


SINCE the war London County Council’s 

standard form of building contract for 
major works has incorporated a fluctuations 
clause in respect of rates of wages and 
prices of materials, but the council has 
throughout accepted the principle that a 
reversion to fixed-price tendering is desirable 
aS soon as circumstances permit. So far 
as wages are concerned, the council accepts 
that a point of reasonable stability has not 
yet been reached, but it considers that prices 
of building and civil engineering materials 
have been as stable over the last two years 
as they were before the war. 

As a first step, therefore, towards the 
adoption by the council of the principle of 
fixed-price tendering, it has been decided 
to introduce experimentally for a limited 
period, subject to review as may be found 
necessary, a simple system of alternative 
tendering. For all jobs using orthodox 
materials where the contract period does not 
exceed two years, contractors will be invited 
to tender on two bases: (a) as at’ present 
with the fluctuations clause applying to both 
wages and materials, and (b) with a fluctua- 
tions clause applicable to wages only (i.e., 
with fixed prices for materials). Contractors 
will be’ free to tender on either or both 
bases. 

The present system (i.e., invitation on 
basis (a) only) will continue to operate for 
the time being for works having a contract 
period in excess of two years and/or jobs 
involving non-traditional methods of con- 
struction where special considerations may 
arise. 


The items which follow are summarised. 


from the council's agenda paper for 


November 2:— 


DEVELOPMENT OF LAND 


It sometimes happens where development 
is being undertaken by the council that a 
site cannot be used to the fullest advan- 
tage if its use is coafined exclusively to 
the council’s service needs. The council 
already has comprehensive powers of 
developing land acquired for town planning 
purposes and it also has powers under the 
Housing Act, 1936, and the LCC (General 
Powers) Acts, 1935 and 1947, to provide 
shops, offices, etc., in connection with its 
housing operations, the extension of County 
Hall and the provision of concert halls, 
entertainment rooms, etc. 

The general purposes committee now con- 
sider that the council should seek wider 
powers, and recommend that legislation be 
promoted in the session of Parliament 
1954-55 to enable the council] to build 
houses, shops, offices and warehouses on 
surp!us lands; to use or dispose of the 
building or other material of any structure 
on land acquired by the council which it 
decides to pull down; and, so that a proper 
economic use can be made of sites zoned 
for public buildings or commerce, to build 
houses, offices or business premises as part 
of, or in connection with, any public build- 
ings provided by the council. 


TREES IN STREETS 


Metropolitan borough councils already 
have powers to plant trees, shrubs and 
flowers and to lay out grass margins and 
gardens in streets. At the request of the 
Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing Joint 
Committee, the general purposes commit- 
tee recommend that legislation be promoted 
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in the session of Parliament 1954-55 to 
enable the boroughs to place in streets tubs 
containing trees or shrubs, and to attach 
baskets of shrubs and flowers to posts and 
standards. 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR 


The town planning and housing com- 
mittees submitted an estimate of £2,000 for 
renting and fitting out a stand at the 
Olympia section of the 1955 British Indus- 
tries Fair. The stand will have the purpose 
of publicising the council’s proposals for 
the decentralising of industry from _ the 
County of London, and giving information 
about facilities on the council’s out-county 
estates and at towns which are being 
expanded with the council’s co-operation 
under the Town Development Act, 1952. 


_TOWN, PLANNING APPEALS 


The council’s case has been presented at 
the hearing of 100 appeals made to the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
under the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, against either (i) refusal of permission 
to develop or the attachment of conditions 
to the grant of such permission, or (ii) failure 
to give within the statutory period a decision 
on an application for permission to develop. 

In 64 cases the council’s decision was 
upheld and the appeal was dismissed. The 
remaining 36 appeals were allowed to the 
exteat that permission for the proposed 
development was granted by the Minister, 
subject to conditions, sometimes including 
a limitation of the period of the permission. 


SURVEY OF LONDON 


Volume XXVI of the Survey of London 
is to be devoted to South Lambeth. The 
next area to be dealt with will be the 
ancient parish of Stepney, now covered by 
the metropolitan boroughs of Stepney, 
Poplar and Bethnal Green. In view of the 
extensive reconstruction now going on here, 
volumes dealing with that area will be 
particularly valuable. 


DEVELOPMENT PLAN 


In advance of his decision on the County 
of Loadon Development Plan, the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government has com- 
menced forwarding to the council informa- 
tion of a number of modifications he 
proposes to make. These modifications are 
being carefully examined, and representa- 
tioas are being made to the Minister where 
considered necessary. It is hoped that his 
final decisions will be ready early in 1955. 

At the request of the Minister, the coun- 
cil’s officers. have been instructed to pre- 
pare the modification maps and necessary 
amendments to the written statement which, 
with the plan as submitted by the council, 
will constitute the plan approved by the 
Minister. 


SHOPPING CENTRE 
Birmingham's £5m. Scheme 


Work is to begin early in the new year 
on the site of Birmingham’s £5m. develop- 
ment in the centre of the city on what will 
become one of the principal shopping areas. 
The architects are Messrs. Cotton, Ballard 
and Blow. The conditions of tender are in 
course of preparation. 

The project will provide for arcades and 
shops at street level and showrooms and 
office accommodation above. An outstand- 
ing feature of the development will be a 
subway for the receipt and despatch of goods 
to relieve traffic congestion in the centre of 
Birmingham. 
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The light weight 
tile that looks 
so good— 
and costs 
so little 





INTERLOCKING ALUMINIUM 
ROOFING TILES 


Laying speed 8-10 sq. yds. per man hour. 
Great durability, minimum maintenance. 
Safe load 4o lb. per sq. ft. (24 Gauge). 
No fixing holes through roof surface. 
Exceptionally light weight. 

First class appearance. 

Minimum pitch 9°. 

Low initial cost. 


Made in England by: 


Prefatile (G.B.) Limited 


' Further details on application to: 
Dept. B, 78 BUCKINGHAM GATE, LONDON, S.W.1 ‘Phone: Abbey 5291/2 
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CIVIL ENGINEERING AND 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES 


Some Presidential Criticisms 


QJOME undesirable developments in con- 
* nection with the handling by local 
authorities of civil engineering contracts 
were referred to by Mr. Davip M. WATSON 
in the course of his Presidential Address to 
the Institution of Civil] Engineers on Tues- 
day, November 2. Having recalled some- 
thing of the history of the Institution and of 
the careers of some of the famous early 
civil engineers and the conditions under 
which they worked, he proceeded as 
follows :— 

The public works contractor of to-day 
developed from this environment and grew 
from the modest beginnings we would to-day 
call sub-contracting. The engineer began to 
delegate to him the construction of the de- 
signed work, until now he hands over to him 
the whole of the construction. Into the con- 
tractor’s hands is put a complete delineation 
and description of what is wanted, setting 
out the conditions under which it is to be 
done, and the engineer is then free to con- 
cern himself primarily with the permanent 
outcome of the operations, whilst the con- 
tractor must himself look to the economics 
of the construction. As_ technological 
education has advanced, so the contractor 
as well as the professional engineer has bene- 
fited by collecting about him trained 
engineers. 

There is to-day a working partnership be- 
tween the professional engineer and the 
contractor which is a relationship of which 
we can be proud. At times our points of 
view differ and in our enthusiasm we are 
ready to miscall one another with alacrity, 
but seldom with sincerity; only occasionally 
do we differ seriously and have recourse to 
arbitration or the Law Courts. Our differ- 
ences are resolved amicably enough and 
justice is done to our complaints of one an- 
other. Confidence between the two bodies 
has been established. To preserve it, how- 
ever, the engineer throughout the adminis- 
tration of a contract between the employer 
for whom he is acting, either as a full-time 
salaried officer or as a consultant, and a con- 
tractor must act with scrupulous fairness 
whether the result is for or against his own 
employer. His state of independence to 
judge fairly between employer and contrac- 
tor must be unassailable, and any attempts to 
remove from his shoulders even a part of 
that great and honourable responsibility 
should be resisted strenuously. The interven- 
tion of a third party would, I believe, wreck 
these conspicuously successful relations at 
the ultimate price of all public works. Too 
many of our public authorities are tending 
to bring into the administration of the con- 
tract other officials in addition to the 
engineer. That is deplorable and can only 
do harm in the long run, by destroying con- 
fidence, introducing unnecessary uncertain- 
ties, delaying settlements, and eventually 
raising costs. Obligation to be loyal to our 
heritage is heavy on us all but the duty to 
resist this interference is squarely set on the 
shoulders of the professional engineer. 


“ ALL-IN BIDS” 


Just as the public works contractor of to- 
day has developed from the technically 
unqualified employer of labour, so have his 
tools changed beyond recognition from Pick, 
shovel, and wheelbarrow to mechanically 
operated machines of astonishing mobility, 
size, and purpose. Their economic employ- 
ment to lessen the cost of all operations 1s 
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an important factor affecting the capital cost 
of all public works, but it is not possible for 
the engineer to take full advantage of it 
when he is designing, because he is then 
unaware of the identity of the successful 
tenderer. Had he been aware of it he might 
have adopted a design differing to some large 
or small extent. The desirability of public 
tendering is too well known to need com- 
ment, but is it beyond our ingenuity to 
evolve some system whereby the engineer 
can take full advantage of the facilities which 
will be available during construction and of 
the experience of the men who know best 
how to handle theis own plant to get the 
best out of it? 
seems that the imperfectly informed may 
tend to favour “all-in bids” by contractors 
tendering on design as well as construction, 
and if so, they will thereby fall a prey to all 
the serious evils of competitive design. Over- 
seas work affords some evidence that this is 
not an unfounded fear. That the merit of a 
design cannot be judged by cost is known by 
us so well that it is not worthy of mention, 
but, astonishing as it may be, it is not known 
by very many bodies who ought to know; 
and we should help them to understand. 


BUILDING WAGE CLAIM 


National President on Danger of Higher 
Costs 


SPEAKING at a dinner of the Northern 
Counties Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers, at Darlington, on October 29, Mr. 
G. W. GROSVENOR, National president, said 
it seemed certain that building trades em- 
ployers would shortly be faced with an appli- 
cation for an increase in wages of 4d. an 
hour. This figure was less than half that 
asked for a year ago but nearly three times 
the increase then agreed. If agreed, 4d. an 
hour would mean the formidable addition to 
the building industry’s wages bill of over 
£40m. a year and an increase of about £40 
in the cost of an average-sized three-bed- 
roomed house—equivalent to a rent increase 
of 10d. to Is. per week. 

“Employers will have to consider the 
application, when it is received,” he said, 
“in the knowledge that building owners are 
looking for a reduction in costs and that the 
risk of pricing themselves out of the market, 
and so creating unemployment, is a real one. 

“The problem of linking wages with out- 
put in such a way that quality as well as 
quantity is rewarded has not, so far, been 
solved, but a solution must be found.” 


TOWN PLANNING DECISION 
Bexley Gravel Project to Proceed 


KENT CouNTy COUNCIL’s objections to a 
plan for winning sand and gravel from 65 
acres of farmland at Bexley, in the Cray 
Valley, have been overruled by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, it has 
been announced. Conditions have been 
laid down which will safeguard the ground 
of the 150-year-old Bexley Cricket Club. 

Cray River Sand and Gravel Company 
applied to win minerals from the land at 
Upper College Farm, but the county council 
refused planning permission on the grounds 
that the development would be premature 
and that it would ‘be detrimental to ameni- 
ties. The company appealed to the Minister 
and an inquiry was held at Bexley. 

In his ruling that the appeal be upheld 
the Minister has emphasised that the need 
for gravel is increasing and cannot be met 
from existing pits. He has _ prohibited 
excavations in certain areas, including the 
part of the site nearest to the cricket ground. 


Looking into the future it h 
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SINGAPORE 
IMPROVEMENT TRUST 


Further Progress Noted 


(THE annual report of the Singapore 

Improvement Trust for 1953* re- 
cords considerable further progress. 
During the year the Trust for the first 
time built a total of more than 2,000 new 
housing units. Mr. T. P. F. McNeice, 
chairman of the Trust, states in a preface 
that plans which have already been 
approved show that this total should be 
passed easily in future years. Two factors 
ave made this possible; ffirst, a 
policy has been worked out which will 
provide for a standard price for sites, 
any excess over which will be paid by 
the Government as a housing subsidy; 
and, second, the Trust’s architects have 
designed a housing unit at a cost far 
below anything previously seen in Singa- 
pore. 

Improvement schemes which involve 
the wholesale demolition of insanitary 
and overcrowded property are not 
possible in present circumstances, it is 
stated, but there is some evidence that 
the housing situation is improving 
slightly and the improvement is likely to 
continue from now onwards. 

The report gives a full account of the 
activities of the Trust in two parts, the 
first having the sub-headings of housing, 
planning and general; and the second 
covering administration, and including 
the names of the senior staff, working 
under the direction of the manager of 
the Trust, Mr. James M. Fraser, 
ARIBA, MTPI, AMIStruct.E. Six appen- 
dices give a wealth of detailed in- 
formation on the work of the various de- 
partments. The report is well illustrated 
by photographic views of flats and other 
housing, in progress and completed. 


ARCHITECTS SALARIES 
Changes at Coventry 


IGHER salaries than were originally 
approved can be paid for four senior 
architectural posts in Coventry’s architec- 
tural and planning department provided that 
staff savings are effected in the department. 
the establishment committee of the Coventry 
City Council has decided. Recently the 
City Architect, Mr. Donald Gibson, CBE, 
ARIBA, who has accepted the post of 
County Architect of Nottinghamshire, pro- 
tested at a decision on these salaries. 

The establishment committee decided 
originally that the four posts should be 
graded “B” posts with salaries on a scale 
of from £1,000 to £1,150. After receiving 
representations from the estates and parlia- 
mentary committee, the establishment com- 
mittee has now decided that they should be 
grade “D,” on a salary scale of £1.150 to 
£1,350. 

In its report, presented to the City Coun- 
cil on November 2, the establishment com- 
mittee stated: “The best means of solving 
problems lies in reducing the number of 
architects’ sections from nine to, say, four, 
and in re-deploying staff so that each 
section is big enough for a senior architect 
of good calibre. The results of these changes 
would be to reduce the number of section 
heads with whom the chief officer and his 
deputy had to deal and to increase the 
flexibility of each of the sections by making 
them larger.” 





* Government Printing Office, Singapore. Price $2. 
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American Housebuilding in Transition 
5.—THE FUTURE 
We, conclude our extracts from “ Housebuilding in Transition” by Sherman 


J. Maisel, Associate Professor of Business Administration at the University of 
California, published in England by the Cambridge University Press.—Ed. 


BASES FOR CHANGE 


T requires not merely self-control but 
a break with tradition to conclude a 
study on housebuilding without prescrib- 
ing a procession of panaceas which, if 
taken, would quickly cure all the housing 
ills of the economy. Since this study has 
shown that the housebuilding industry still 
has before it broad opportunities for 
betterment, a parade of alluring short cuts 
toward a happy and easy solution might 
seem called for. Unfortunately, such an 
optimistic pursuit of the future would 
run counter to all the body of facts which 
the statistical method has_ marshalled. 
These painstakingly gathered data teach 
that progress in housebuilding, as else- 
where, must make haste slowly, with 
knowledge and wisdom. 

Housebuilding is in transition. The 
many forces whose ferment has formed 
the industry’s past and present are at work 
determining its shape in the years 
immediately ahead. These years hold 
out hope for far greater progress than has 

et been achieved. Although the house- 
uilding industry has made a better show- 
ing under post-war pressures than its 
critics will concede, its accomplishments 
are still not up to the peak which its 
advocates boast. There are yet higher 
levels of performance within its grasp. 
These levels will ultimately be attained. 
The immediately challenging questions 
concern the way in which they will be 
attained, and how soon. There is a 
broad range of possibilities as to the 
form and pace that change will take, 
based on the existing situation. 

With its flexibility and freedom of 
entry, housebuilding remains one of the 
prime strongholds of free competition in 
the economy. Although the impact of a 
tremendous demand for housing on an 
initially limited supply did allow some 
firms to reap large gains and did decrease 
efficiency, it did not result in exorbitant 
profits or in money squandered on 
extraneous selling costs. Such facts 
indicate the pliability of the industry. 
At the same time, the rate of product 
improvement remained slow, and_ the 
quality of the product may actually have 
deteriorated. Management, on _ the 
whole, was deficient. The amount of 
research, either basic or applied, was 
almost non existent in the industry itself. 
Technological advances in housebuilding 
appeared to lag behind those of other 
industries. d 

It is this fitful and uneven development 
which characterises the recent past and 
present—the situation from which future 
progess must, of necessity, evolve. In 
the process of transition from small con- 
tractor to large merchant builder, change 
has not always been synonymous with 
improvement, even to the extent of ful- 
filling existing possibilities. Houses are 
still expensive and performance is far 
from optimum. 

In this picture of erratic advances and 
missed chances, there is no hero and no 


villain. Some of the good and some of 
the poor results must be charged to each 
of the main determinants of performance. 
For example, the large increase in 
demand strengthened the production 
process, but removed many of the penal- 
ties of inefficiency. The durability of the 
product and the variety of markets 
required industry flexibility, but radically 
limited the organisation potentials avail- 
able to individual firms. 

Housebuilding management has been 
far from distinguished. Although the 
greater concentration of production into 
the hands of the larger firms brought 
improvements over the past, management 
is still weak in production knowledge, 
marketing skills, product development, 
and overall planning and control. 

The influence of the factors of supply 
has also been inconsistent. The house- 
building materials industries made faster 
technological progress than the builders, 
but were slow compared with other fields. 
Although monopolistic controls of 
materials in the aggregate do not exceed 
those of the rest of the economy, there 
are areas where restrictions hold prices 
higher than necessary. This is true, also, 
of the labour supply. The very fact of 
the great diversity of materials and 
labour required has been an additional 
impediment to progress. 

The government, too, has offered 
mixed blessings. Although much 
progress in developing mass-production 
methods resulted from the easier credit 
brought into the market by _ the 
government, little consideration has been 
given to the effect on prices and on 
builders’ efficiency of the insuring 
policies. The present appraisal system is 
not devised to facilitate the improvement 
of either the quality or design of houses; 
in fact, it probably penalises builders who 
attempt innovations along either line. 
The government’s credit programmes 
have suffered from general ignorance— 
an ignorance compounded of gaps in 
information and poor use of information. 
Likewise, building codes have been a 
problem, not because of the failure to 
adopt model ones, but because of lack of 
knowledge for improving the models. 


FORCES PROMOTING CHANGE 


The many groups of people at work in 
the housebuilding industry can accelerate 
the pace of progress if they see their goals 
clearly and arm themselves with sufficient 
knowledge to win their chosen objectives, 
or they can seriously retard the rate of 
transition if they remain bogged down 
in ignorance and petty detail. 


Too many prescriptions for progress in 
the past have been founded on hope or 
faith rather than on facts as to feasibility. 
Any planning for the improvement of the 
housebuilding industry must be based on 
sound knowledge as to its practicability. 
Along what paths does progress appear 
most possible? The most likely lines for 
improvement lie in the direction of better 
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management and more attention to per- 
formance and to industry organisation. 
ei, competition may be a key 
orce. 


The role of housebuilding management 
in the transition toward greater efficiency 
is a crucial one, It was only in the re- 
cent past that management skills and 
talent became significant in housebuild- 
ing. Previously, management’s sphere of 
action was so limited that lack of ability 
made little difference. More recently the 
growth of the large-scale merchant 
builder has made management the driv- 
ing force of the industry. Progress will 
be slowed or speeded, depending on the 
development of the large builders’ capa- 
bility and vision. 

Improvement of management can 
move on a double front—the production 
process and performance itself. Manage- 
ment can push forward toward greater 
efficiency in the production process, not 
only by utilising the accumulating ex- 
perience of the large housebuilding firms 
but also by acquiring usable knowledge 
from other industries and applying it to 
housebuilding. Management can raise 
its whole achievement level by concen- 
trating more attention on those perfor- 
mance aspects which were neglected in 
the post-war boom when firms centered 
on increasing production and _ profits. 
Although the housing shortage may have 
made maximum production a suitable 
goal for performance during that period, 
such aspects of performance as quality 
of product, the market, and efficiency will 
have more weight in the future. 

Builders can face the future with more 
security when they have worked out the 
problems of the overall organisation of 
their industry, as well as the structure of 
their individual firms. With the industry 
remaining a conglomerate of competitive 
firms of all types, there will be opportuni- 
ties for progress which can be grasped 
only by the industry as a whole. More 
co-operative action among firms appears 
both necessary and probable. In addi- 
tion to strengthening their own operations 
and their bargaining power vis-a-vis 
their suppliers, builders through co- 
operation may expect to increase their in- 
fluence of government policy. The trend 
is already apparent and may be expected 
to become an important area of action in 
the future. 


Looking at the possibilities of industry 
bargaining power vis-a-vis its suppliers, 
it is conceivable that builders can help 
themselves by taking some initiative in 
stimulating improvements in the factors 
of supply to housebuilding. Any progress 
in the supplying industries would, of 
course, aid building. Given the existing 
structure and problems of the supplying 
industries, the extent of the important 
changes they will make on their own 
volition may be limited. These suppliers 
operate in accordance with their tradi- 
tional part in the economy of a free en- 
terprise system, and appear no better and 
no worse than the average industry. Pro- 
gress at an average rate may be expected 
of them, but any more rapid change 
would need to be at the instance of the 
builders probably operating through their 
industry organisations. 

Looking at the relationship between the 
industry and the government, it is clear 
that the federal government, especially in 
recent years, could make or break pro- 
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FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 





BUILDING CONTRACTORS 





CRAFTSMANSHIP 


THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 
is our watchword and to do things finely and 


thoroughly is our endeavour. 


The FALKUS ORGANISATION 


has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 
which derives from good workmanship and a 


worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 


46 « BISHOPSGATE - EC2 - 


Telephones: 
London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 


Telegrams: 
“Falbrowok, Spimark, London” 




















ASHDOWNS LIMITED, ECCLESTON WORKS, 
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T DAYLIGHTING! 





Here is a new translucent 
building material for 
skylights, wall lights, 


panels and partitions 


UNDULITE is a translucent corrugated plastic sheeting 
reinforced with fibreglass for extra strength. 

It is rigid and durable enough to stand up to the severest 
weather, and completely shatterproof. 

UNDULITE is made in standard sized sheets to nest 
with standard pitches of other materials and it can be 
cut, sawn, drilled, clipped or even nailed with ordinary 
tools to suit individual requirements. 

Wherever there is a need for simple, inexpensive day- 
lighting in farms and factories, shops, warehouses, garages 
and office buildings, there is a place for UNDULITE. 
Write for a copy of our illustrated folder for details of 
sizes, prices, colours and uses. 


1 UJ | 


made by Ashdowns 


ST. HELENS, LANCS. TELEPHONE: ST. HELENS 3206 
Ashdowns Limited is a subsidiary of Pilkington Brothers Limited 
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gress in housebuilding. In many cases 
its actions have been ambiguous. It has 
had too little concern with the effect of 
its actions On competition or perform- 
ance. If progress is to go into high gear, 
the government must develop more 
logical and consistent policies than in the 
past, and must consider more carefully 
the results of its actions. There are also 
wide areas for possible action not yet 
explored. Many areas where builders can- 
not possibly succeed as individuals, such 
as in production for atypical markets or 
for periods of depression, may be possible 
with government co-operation. 

Closely related to the question of govern- 
ment policy is the problem of the market. 
The market was, of course, abnormal in 
the post-war period. Builders had no 
occasion to compete for sales; if houses 
could be built, they could be sold. No 
one was taking another’s market. Such 
competition as existed was among buyers. 
This extreme demand was modified by 
1950 when the supply began to meet the 
need. Once again builders had to worry 
about sales. Firms which had increased 
their volume and capacity had to seek 
sales in a more limited market. If normal 
conditions return to the housebuilding 
market, this acceleration of competition 
is likely to be the most potent single 
pressure in the near future. 

Although all these forces will probably 
be important in an evolutionary way, 
there is no sign of a development apt to 
produce a revolution in housebuilding. 
The generally diverse conditions appear 
likely to continue for the immediate 
future unless an entirely new technical 
situation develops. The history of 
radical innovations indicates that they 
cast their shadow before them, and no 
prefiguration in the existing situation 
hints of sudden or extreme change. For 
a drastic force to be effective in the near 
future it would have had to spark 
already, since the interval from drafting 
board to actuality is long. Likewise, it 
appears improbable that there will be any 
snowballing effects of change through 
tremendously increased sale. House- 
building is not geared to develop huge 
firms. The same factors which have put 
a ceiling on the size of the largest firms 
continue to exist. In general, improve- 
ment will depend upon _ continued 
development along existing lines. 


(To be continued) 


YORK BUILDING GUILD 


Inaugural Meeting 


A YORK Guild of Building was inaugur- 

ated at a crowded meeting in St. 
William’s College, York, on October 27. 
The guild, which becomes a modern busi- 
nesslike version of the old medieval guilds 
which once flourished in the city, has as its 
aims the advancement of building, design, 
management and craft and the encourage- 
ment of a better understanding of the prob- 
lems and achievements of those engaged in 
the industry. 

The Guild’s first president, Mr. P. M. 
SHEPHERD, said the approach to its forma- 
tion had been made in a contemporary 
spirit. Lectures, talks and films would be 
provided, but it was also hoped to create a 
friendly club atmosphere in which know- 
ledge, experience and points of view could 
be shared and expressed. 

The chief speaker was Mr. D. E. Woop- 
BINE PARISH, a past-president of the London 
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Master Builders Association and a member 
of the council of the City and Guilds of 
London Institute, who emphasised the need 
for good relationships in the industry. 

He said that in spite of all that the build- 
ing industry had achieved since the war there 
was room for continued improved perform- 
ance and they would have to re-think the 
future very clearly. They had an immense 
programme ahead, but unhappily the indus- 
try was bedevilled by an unpleasant over- 
burden of social] status. 

“We pay lip service to team work, but we 
find its implementation extraordinarily 
elusive,” he said. 

The country was living in a period of full 
employment and with many distractions it 
was unfortunately bringing with it a sense 
of lax discipline, false standards, a certain 
measure of apathy and indifferent morale 
and at all levels a marked aversion to 
sustained effort. 

There was, however, an invasion of indus- 
trial thought, particularly in the matter of 
human relations and of working together in 
industry which called for enlightened and 
dynamic leadership. A_ high level of 
efficiency must be established by example 
and there must be an understanding of 
mutual and inter-related problems. The 
social responsibilities of management must 
be understood and a far higher standard of 
courtesy and good manners one to another 
established. The position would be improved 
if the outmoded concept that it was funny 
to be rude was dispelled. 

A personal message was received from the 
newly appointed Minister of Works, Mr. 
NIGEL BircH. The message read: “A 
great deal has been achieved by the build- 
ing industry in recent years, but the field 
for effort is wider than ever. Both the 
amount of work and the variety of tasks are 
increasing. There is plenty of opportunity 
but the harvest will not be reaped until build- 
ing costs are brought down. This means 
improved efficiency and this will not come 
about without co-operation by everyone 
concerned with the job. I was therefore 
very glad to hear that the Guild of Building 
is being set up with this end in view.” 


FRENCH INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE FAIR 


Paris Building Plant Exhibition 


AN INTERNATIONAL FAIR is to be held in 
Paris from June 20 to July 10, 1955. It 
is to be known as the First International 
Building and Public Works Materials and 
Equipment Fair and will be situated in the 
Lower Park of the St. Cloud National 
Domain. 

The fair, to be held annually, is intended 
to provide a comparative study of inter- 
national problems, techniques and experi- 
ence in all branches of the building and 


‘public works industry. 


Stands, built to exhibitors’ requirements, 
will be arranged in groups, allocated to each 
branch of the industry. Each of these 
sections will form a technical exhibit cover- 
ing: General contractor’s and public works 
equipment; masonry and reinforced con- 
crete, joinery and timber framing; builder’s 
hardware; roofing, plumbing, heating; light- 
ing and electric wiring and equipment; 
painting, glazing and decoration; exterior 
layout and landscape gardening; prefabrica- 
tion; and the technical and professional 
branches of the building industry. 

In addition, each year an attractive dis- 
play will be staged for the benefit of the 
general public, in order to increase the 
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appeal of the fair. For 1955 the selected 
theme is a housing exhibition, at which a 
representative cross - section epitomising 
French and foreign building will be shown, 
such as completely fitted out houses, schools 
and public buildings. 

Further information may be obtained 
from: Formes and Techniques, Ltd., 29, 
Rue Cambon, Paris. 


AN INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 


Speeding-up Construction 


A SCHEME designed to assist industrialists 
by dealing with the problems involved 
in setting-up new factories, and by saving 
time in their erection, was outlined by Mr. 
Colin A. Samuels, chairman of CAS (In- 
dustrial Developments), Ltd., and Mr. A. B. 
Waters, GM, MBE, FRIBA, chief consul- 
tant architect to the organisation, at a Press 
conference held in London on October 21. 
Faced with a new project, CAS (Industrial 
Developments), Ltd., which was formed in 
1949, finds the land, provides an industrial 
development consultancy service, prepares 
the plans, employs the contractors and sub- 
contractors, finances the project from 
beginning to end, and then hands over the 
complete building on lease to the indus- 
trialist. It is understood that this method 
of work would be suitable for all types of 
building. 

Under this system once a project has been 
agreed in principle, bills of quantities are 
prepared from which all provisional sums 
are eliminated. In this way industrialists 
are quoted a fixed lump sum for the entire 
project. The only variables are the cost 
of work below ground level (which can be 
ascertained only after the ground has been 
opened up) and the usual escalator clause 
in respect of labour and materials whose 
fluctuations can work both ways. The 
tradition of provisional sums is thus done 
away with, avoiding the increases in costs 
which result from their inclusion. 

There is a further change in practice. By 
the methods of CAS (Industrial Develop- 
ments), Ltd., everybody concerned in the 
project is paid in full immediately on com- 
pletion of the contract. This particular 
speedier payment system implements the 
recommendation of the Working Party on 
the building industry. It speeds up the 
circulation of money within the industry, 
giving it a valuable impetus. 

The vexed and expensive subject of varia- 
tions is largely avoided by the team and 
the consultant doing their thinking before 
building commences.  Industrialists are 
warned at the start that if variations must be 
made, the cost must be related to the dis- 
ruption of the job. 

Governing the whole operation is a team 
of experienced men in each branch of the 
building industry. The team consists of 
members of the professional and contracting 
sides of the building industry, architects, real 
estate consultants, surveyors, engineers, and 
civil engineers and building contractors. It 
is a policy of the company that there should 
be complete integration of the professional 
and contracting sides of the building in- 
dustry—all on an equal footing and basis as 
members of a team. 

A recent project carried out by CAS (In- 
dustrial Developments), Ltd., was the build- 
ing of a new Unilever distribution centre 
at Perry Bar, Birmingham. Messrs. 
Llewellyn Smith and Waters, FF.RIBA, de- 
signed the unit and the contractors were 
CAS (Contractors), Ltd. 
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Among those present in the front row on the platform at the LMBA prize presentation 


were Lord Tedder (standing), Sir Frank Newson-Smith, Mr. R. S. 
Gerald Hill, Mr. 


(president, LMBA), Mr. 
C. Lloyd, Mr. L. F. Holloway and Mr. 


Williams 
Sheriff L. B. Prince, Maj.-Gen. 
Alderman and Sheriff E. Calcott-Pryce. 


At the rear were Mr. G. H. A. Hughes, City Marshal Col. }. Hulme Taylor, Col. 
F. B. Cossens, Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, Mr,W.K. Laing and Mr. K. C. F. Foster. 


LMBA 


Annual Prize Presentation to 
Apprentices 


E annual presentation of medals 

offered by the London Master Builders’ 
Association to those prizewinners indentured 
to firms in the London region, who have 
gained highest marks in the final (silver 
medal) and intermediate (bronze medal) 
sections of the City and Guilds of London 
Institute’s examinations, was held at the 
Drapers’ Hall, EC2, on October 29. In the 
absence of the Lord Mayor, who was 
unable to attend, the chair was taken by 
one of his predecessors in office, Alderman 
Sir Frank Newson-Smith, Bt. 


In expressing his appreciation of the work 
done by the Association for the building 
industry, SmR FRANK said that he thought 
that in years to come many members of 
the industry would be grateful to the Asso- 
ciation for the training that they had 
received. He had been asked by the Lord 
Mayor to pass on his thanks for the enor- 
mous co-operation that he had received 
from them in acting on his suggestion that 
they illuminated the City building sites at 
the Lord Mayor’s Banquet. 


The prizes were then presented by BARON 
TEDDER OF GLENGUIN, GCB, LLD, Marshal 
of the Royal Air Force. In his address to 
the prizewinners, Lord Tedder emphasised 
the need for caution in life. Material needs 
were not what they had been, and life was 
easier in many ways. One had apparently 
not to work so hard, hours were shorter, 
there was more money, and amusements 
were more readily at hand. This was a 
good thing up to a point, but he had often 
found that when things seemed to be getting 
easier, it was wise to check up and see if 
they were going well. 

It had been said that we were becoming 
a race of efficient spectators. This might 
be true, but it was doing things for oneself 
that was the more satisfying. Was it pos- 
sible that in this age of machines we were 
losing the individual craftsman touch? He 
was glad to see that this was not so as far 


as the prizewinners were concerned. They 
had earned their prizes, and would be 
paying their way in the world. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, president of the LMBA, 
then expressed their deep thanks and appre- 
ciation to Lord Tedder for presenting the 
medals and for his inspiring address, which 
would be long remembered. He also took 
the opportunity of thanking Sir Frank for 
taking the chair at such short notice. 
Regarding the illumination of the building 
sites on the night of the Lord Mayor’s 
Banquet, there was to be a dress rehearsal 
on the preceding night of November 8, and 
an invitation was being extended by the 
LMBA to the Lord Mayor to be conducted 
round the illuminated sites on that night. 


THE MEDALLISTS 


Following is a list of those who received the 
medals:— 

Carpentry and  Joinery.—Silver: F. Shanks, 
employed by Compactom, Ltd. (Hammersmith School 





Lord Tedder presenting the Painters’ and 
Decorators’ Work Silver Medal to #. R. 
Graysmark. 
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of Building). Bronze: P. R. Dobson, H. C. Leach, 
Ltd. (Enfield Technical College). 

Woodcutting Machinists’ Work.—Silver: No award 
recommended. Bronze: J. H. Read, R. Cattle, Ltd. 
(Willesden Technical on 

Brickwork.—Silver: P. C. Fawcett, Richard Costain, 
Ltd. (Tottenham Technical College). Bronze: J. R. 

ason, Higgs & Hill, Ltd. (Brixton School of 
Building). 

_e onry.—Silver: No award recommended. Bronze: 
E, Belcher, Albion Stone Works (Brixton Schoo! 
of Building 

” Work.—Silver: P. E. Hutton, John Kent 
gue | Ltd, (Willesden Technical College). Silver: 
D. H. Tay lor: James Walker (AD), Ltd. (Willesden 
Technical College). Bronze: R. G. Wells, W. G. 
Venn & Sons, Ltd. (Willesden Technical College). 

Painters’ and Decorators’ Work.—Silver: J. R. 
Graysmark, Keeble, Ltd. (Willesden Technical 
College). Bronze: B. G. T. Day, Hall Beddall & Co., 
Ltd. (Willesden Technical College). 

Plumbers’ Work.—Silver: J. S. Barrow, Treasure 
Bros. (Bromley College of Art). Bronze: A 
Ratcliffe, James Webb & Son, Ltd. (Willesden 
Technical College). 

Builders’ Quantities. —Silver (Measurement of Quan- 
tities): No award recommended. Silver (Analysis of 
Quantities for Pricing): K. B. Jones, A. Roberts & 
Co., Ltd. (Woolwich Polytechnic). Bronze: G. C. 
Pigram, Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Ltd. (South-East 
Essex Technical College). 


Floodlighting of City Sites 

AT THE request of the Lord Mayor, 
members of the London Master Builders 
Association working on the reconstruction 
of the City are floodlighting their sites on 
the occasion of the Lord Mayor’s Banquet, 
November 9. 

A rehearsal of the floodlighting will be 
held next Monday, November 8, when the 
retiring Lord Mayor, Sir Noél Bowater, is 
to drive round the sites between 6 p.m. and 
7 p.m. 


“ Aesthetic Standards Must be 
Improve 

WING-COMMANDER E. E. BuLLUs, MP for 
Wembley North, presented: the prizes to the 
12 successful apprentices employed by 
members of the LMBA’s North-Western 
Area at the Area’s first annual prize- 
giving in Kenton. Mr. S. A. H. King, chair- 
man of the Area presided. 

In congratulating the boys on their suc- 
cess, WING-COMMANDER BULLUS said that 
the building industry was becoming more 
important daily, and paid tribute to the 
magnificent way in which it had backed 
the Government’s housing drive. He said 
that the time would soon be coming when 
more consideration would have to be given 
to aesthetic standards. He would like to 
think that in hundreds of years’ time 
present-day buildings could be excavated 
and thought beautiful. 

In a vote of thanks to Wing-Commander 
Bullus, Mr. A. E. JEFFERY, principal of the 
Willesden Technical College, commented on 
the great changes which had taken place in 
technical education over the past 20 or 30 
years, with particular reference to the greater 
contact which the technical schools now had 
with the various industries which they served. 


Donation to BCBI 


THE LMBA has sent a donation of 20 gns. 
to the Builders’ Clerks’ Benevolent Institu- 
tion, of which Mr. Norman Wates is 
this year’s president. 


ABBEY ROOF FIRE 


A minor outbreak of fire in the roof of 
Westminster Abbey was quickly dealt with 
last week after a warning had been given by 
two boys of the City of London School. The 
two boys were walking along the nave when 
they saw smouldering in the roof of the 
south triforium. They raised an alarm and 
the only damage was a small hole in the 
roof at the top of the main arches. 
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BAP) pre-cast 
concrETE FLOORS 


For information, particulars, a technical handbook, or 
to arrange a personal meeting, please write or telephone 
our nearest Licensee :— 


RAPID FLOORS (WESSEX) LIMITED wes: of Engiana) 
17, GEORGE STREET, BATH 

JOHN ELLIS & SONS LIMITED worth miatanas) 
21, NEW WALK, LEICESTER 

KINGSTON CONCRETE PRODUCTS LIMITED worth of Engiana) 


RYDE AVENUE, HULL "PHONE: CENTRAL 8414 
(Pre, Bch. Exch.) 


TARMAC LIMITED, VINCULUM DEPT. (west Midlands, alsa'Sussex and Hants) 


ETTINGSHALL, WOLVERHAMPTON ’PHONE: BILSTON 41101 


WOOLAWAY CONSTRUCTIONS LIMITED (souh wate) 


LANELAY WORKS, PONTYCLUN, GLAMORGAN ’PHONE: PONTYCLUN 356 


PRICE & COMPANY (GLASGOW) LIMITED ‘sco:tana) 


INCHINNAN ROAD, RENFREW *PHONE: RENFREW 2242/3 


THE RAPID FLOOR COMPANY L” 


Telephone HOLBORN 3274-5 





"PHONE: BATH 3534 


*PHONE: LEICESTER 56682 


AFRICA HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON WC2— 


87 





88 THE BUILDER November 5 1954 November 


























| 
HE in 
for 
| ° 
. | details g 
How were they built ? necessarl 
quantitie: 
g or at sit 
: It’s always been a bit of a puzzle and we ex merct 
: can only guess how long it took or how pride: 
8 much it cost to build the Pyramids. But \ of matet 
& the Egyptians used slave labour anyway, ; merchant 
. So it doesn’t really count. Today you have AGGRE 
to pay all along the line: labour, time, Delivered 
~ materials and everything, so any ideas on rag = 
2 saving are very welcome. When it comes = 
, to scaffolding there’s a very simple way Ls — 
‘ to cut costs and that’s by using the Washed | 
fabricated NO-BOLT Double Coupler. Pe ~ 
§ It’s strong and makes the safest, most bs ry 
B secure method of joining scaffolding tubes 2 yds. 
f yet thought of. And you don’t need to be 
CEMER 
if a Nubian slave to fix it, nor do you need Includin 
p spanners, nuts or bolts; a mere tap with a Best Brit 
| hammer is all that’s required. Releasing ons 
, it is just as easy. It’s fastened by nothing _1to6 
more complicated a 
than a wedge—an ‘ I _ 
FABRICATED idea that’s as old as ‘an or 
ya " Red, Bu 
the Nile, in a setting Ouher a0 
bd as modern as In 4-ton 
tomorrow. * Unde 
41 en 
DOUBLE COUPLER ert 
Super C 
TYPE 
Portla 
S-F-W Cullami 
( she 
Lightnir 
ous Cé 
— 
ond 
Supplied also with BRICK 
CAPTIVE WEDGES First Hi 
which cannot be lost. Second 
Quick delivery ex- Mild St 
stock and an efficient se Pas 
° .*) 
service guaranteed. be ot 
2¢ in. |] 
Distr 
Cellu 
Keye 
Rust 
pes 
Sing 
Sand 
Best BI 
Do. 
Demonstrations arranged Blue W 
to prove that with the Midhu 
NO-BOLT system any Uxbrid 
form of scaffolding can aS 
- — md less Prog monotower—the ideal, well proved crane 3 in. 
“ig imes the work for for building; fast in operation, tower height 2} in. 
the same labour cost— ib | h : t (Lor 
an 80° saving—is typical and jib length to requirements, great 25 in. 
radius, and very small erection area. ~ Sites 
25 in: | 
Sites 
, BUTTERS BROS. & CO. LTD. 24 in. 
Ol 
BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES (TD, | MACLELLAN sTREET, GLascow, s.1 ‘hr 
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‘CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


T= information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 


merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Hol 
St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand nee oe 
Ww. ashed Sand . ‘te 
7 in. Shingle 
7 in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze eee 
Fi ne or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C ‘Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site 
lto6ton do. SOD: ox 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. Per ton. 

White Portland Cement : 
Under 1 ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up i 

Stourbridge Fireclay, ne loads at Railway Depot, 
London eae * 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks... sia aaa aka vie 
Second Hard Stocks . Sia Ate tie ‘aig 
Mild Stocks... 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question j 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
5 50€ obtained from job to job. 
$in.. Nominal Fletton — to sites in W. 
"District Commons ad 
Cellular ae ike Sea 
Keyed ee “as sie 


Rustics bia ase ‘és 

Cellular Rustics ... 

Single Bullnose do. 

Sandfaced . ah 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) — ona 

Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) aoa ais 


Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... aia aaa 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) asa a 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) _.. 

2$in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 


Stations) ... 
3 in. do. (London Stations) | 
2 in. Machine- made Sandfaced Red 'Facings 


, London Sites) 
} in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 
site S) 

2} in: Hand- made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
_Sites) 

2} in. Hand- made Sandface. Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) a 

Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London Sites) _ 

Hand-made Sandfaced Multi Colour 


t "Facings. 
Berkshire district (London Sites) ... Le ae 


Average of pies for 
orn and 


per yd. 


per ton 


. per cwt. 


per ton 
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Rubber Bricks for ganged arches (London Sites) .. 

2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) m 

2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt ‘Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) ; 

Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Wory, B Brown— 
Stretchers 


Headers ; a nen eo 
Quoins, Bullnose and — in. Flats =e és 
Double Stretchers ... aa ‘<i on 
Double Headers . 


One side and two ends 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. 


“Other 


f 
per 1,000 41 


. 13 


colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 73% for Best quality and 


plus 74% less 10% for Second quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 


HoLiow Ciay PartiTION BLocks (Keyed) 


Minimum 

? lorry loads. 
2 in. 140 yds. ron . per yd. sup. 
2¢ in. 140 yds. daa oes = 
3 in. me 120 yds. aad eee pe 
4 in. (6 cavit y) 95 yds. ‘ane «ee an 

Half leche at no extra inn 

CLINKER CONCRETE. 
pS was aes 100 yds. ose ooo » 
24 in. dea 85 yds. ans aan a 
3 in. 75 yds. an ase “a 
4 in. 55 yds. i pe ee 
CRANHAM 

\) Pee ae aaa sa an sal Pa 
y. saa ee aaa a in oes aa 
3 in. Soa ae ree <i “id a . a 
4 in. nasi a én <a es 


4} in. Load bearing quality oe a 
FLoor BLOCKS 


3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. nalts 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads : re ‘aaa per 


4 in. do. 

5 in. do. 

6 in. ee “sea daa 
7 in. Gi. <c« pom 
8 in. do. ‘i 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


a a o”* 


= 
ecocecoeo 


AnNhw An 


=! 
— OOD 


per 1,000 32 11 
a 34 18 
Fe 41 11 
46.16 
mi 56 18 
7 66 14 


cocoecceseso a oc Of 


NOnNA NAW 


~~) & oO 


ecocceo 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 


Over 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons 


Best Quality +674% 
B.S.S. Best do. 
Tested Quality 


+374° +374% +974 
B.S.S. Tested do. % 


L +6749 
tae ten? +4742 +9745 


3 in. Land Drain mre = 12 in. mage». 
4 in. do. <o ace 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground > 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 


+973% 
+107 +674% +10% +974% 
g 


Under 100 Pieces 


under 2 tons 


107} 


+4745 


. per ft. cube 


Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered Londonarea__,, 


Beer Stone. Delivered London area aaa ona 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. ave: 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B. 
Southern Region aon 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9in. x 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated ant 


stooled cills a an ba . perft.cube 3 
12 in. X 6 in. do. “do. pes 2 
12in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ... pe 1 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated saatng - 2 
14 in. X 6 in. do. do. - 2 
43 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on ‘top and face .. 1 


3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes 


” 


. per ft. sup. 


- — 
AsnNnaw 


a 


+7 
+3747% +107 
a 


£ a ¢&. 
- per 1,000 1013 6 
fis 142090 


Or er row 
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thick, over Stones, 3 
oe an ae pny yd spe f oy Nos 6i names 
ne ed oes r ft. : x 3 in. 
in. X2i in. X4pin. i2in. x Sin =<. vs we perton 1 10 6 
Snel yh ponder: ane 9 seedy dorp es Sin. x 4$ in. poate te ei ee ee 3 0 
and front ound-nosed Steps, rubbed dedee per ft. run ne s reg . ; in. 8 < 2 ps bag 7in. x 3h ai see se 15 © 
in. X6 in. sand in. 9j Sead 
ibid and one Paving topandfront ... perft.cube 2 3 8 tee ag +o ae Shia in: x Sin. 
in. Sawn P: aving, give 18 in. ra in. 14 in. “sg 
TILES aving, edges squared, in ter nol ... perft, sup. 7 10 16 in. x 6 in. ze x 5 in. 15 in. ~ ro ” 10 © 
Delivered Lo pie sizes peryd.sup 2 13 10 Oj 4 . i 18 in. x in sm x6 in 
on . 6 rs 
Machine-made page road in 6 tons or over per 1, Steel ‘aie a Se ws in. X 64 in. 
ga nrcenshics dictrics and French pattern Ties ated wad tees average nee was ~ eee ; 
-made = icat weal eee eco os 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district seen »seo| be wed work delivered London— wo 12 ¢ 
-ma é ridgwat ‘ote -ae eee 4 om eee 
Machine- rade Gh 6 me pevinhioe toe mul ove ae 4 : ? a ana girders sa i eee eee ene a. 
and-made Hip and a4 Staffordshire district :.. ove 939.4019 Compound st: : tee ose sae ase eee | aa, 6 
Machine-made Hi alley tiles per doz. ove aon 138 9 In Roof nd stanchions ose ove ge - ae 6 
Concrete tiles 104 - Valley tiles do. ove aoe 18 9 Average a Wy and Purlins ... és — te ey ae 
do. Interl A Bee see ed L G6 Mild Steel Binet: not for awkward work. 7 PE Ma aa 
Nore.—Breakage in wane, 498) . ore gem lowe 114 6 Stock ¢ in. diam rae bars to BSS785 ex Lond , 
_—— , purchasers’ responsibility. i # ia. _ a oy in 39 14 
paid in fall seat er Penrhyn or Portmad = ae ee ee per tonextra 312 0 
4 oe. ck loads to London Rate adiea. te a ieee a a at si ie . 3 " 5 
x 2 . r eee eee coe ” y 
22 x 12 dd oe ne ne Tubes to BSS1 Mito Steet T ‘al i Pt -@ 
x It = aoe aan 113.0 4 Galvanised 2 and Fittings. List pi ad and 
20 x 12 ee : oe 93 16 0 Class A — 13% saclaibcittadl M following discounts: 
20x10. : eee dias 84.15 0 Class B + 7 i? Ligh alleable Fittings 
x ose ; . ove . a ght 
18 x : te ove . i * . pe Li 4 ; —a” + 24% Heavy . 304 Malleable List — 35% + 40% 
16 x 10 a Wese- ve ae “ eee 53 18 9 — A — 2% © ya 
‘ i 45 ote 47 5 6 ass B — 113° : 
Nore.—Break , 44 Clas i% Light : 
age in . 7.” sC + g + 11% M ; 
TIMBER transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 34 10 6 a % ae — + 184° alleable List — 35% 
twood— eliver ALF-RO utr 
Jo —_ ; ed London per yd. in 6-ft. 0 6 os 
ree ality Ex. a per standard £105 to £125 3h. sos) eos) Fase 1 Lines Gutters Nozzles Ene 
Masdwsed— and Grooved Flooring _ ” £95 to £100 atin Le dy te ee a 3, 3) /10 
- aeealig  e S.E. ri £106 0 0 Sin. ne one es el ve 4/58 3/5 2” 
Oak Honduras do. fig do. snide t ove ooo a oe ve 4/108 3/9 We 
do European do. - do 4331 3! CL ag 4/2 1/8 
do. paren se «ans = . 1 1B : 34 in we) ie 0.G, GuTTERS / 
Teak 8 _ Logs sawn _ ” 24S ¢ 4 in. oe sin” gu ae 7, ae 3/8 
A cy oan do. » (32 | ae ee 3/8 Ay 
BAe ea = - 433) * = = we ai a 
Delivered oa I-11) i Dea, 6 mee, | eee ee ae uit 4/5 7s 
Iti on area. : aus sii 
é in. & Boceentet a Pattern 4i — de al ph yd. in 6-ft. lengths CL. RAIN-WATER PIPEs / 1/11 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 6 24 in. a eS ae re Bends B 
; t ose ie ent “ane ranches 
‘= 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in eee Be Re each 142" 0 igs are z “ie eee ote o/3h 3/5 aie 
2 in. oe 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Gas e ecee dee? wf ‘7 9 hg Vk | MOE eet, Wee ae Ee 7/7 49 4 
2 ree panel open. Pattern 4 tee nee “es : 14 0 n. = eas eG eee pam 8/7 +8 7/3 
$giés Xx 6 ft. 6 in. x G in deal ? 16 6 * see ce “SAiia, 6/11 8/7 
2 in. Panel, op. Babn.c — ma ae oe és 29 0 3a nae a L.C.C. CoaTED Sort Pipes 10/2 
a... Foamy Fe ee ii ae a 
2 ft.9 in. x ove af 3 eee wen eee 8/1 7/2 
6 ft. 6 in. ° eee 2 in. 3 oe axe 9 6/6 8/1¥ 
“senate eee ae eS - 5 H : 4 in. ee coe 4 eee pes ee itt BA 10/8 
“ ; ae ses se 
Delivered London area FR Pe nae 116 
aes Wool Slabs, 6 ft. O in. x 2 ft. 0 only. Lots over 3 cwt. see Smeg tig Feag Bese pipes f wt 
ii in. do. ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) in. in tonnage allowance. 4ton | ist No. 3200 dated May 1, 39 under 3 cwt. lot 
— aaa =. per yd. — n lots 5 per cent, 2-ton vat Mig 34 952, plus 10% and 
he in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) +> ove i. 7 L.C.C. CoaTtep D per cent. 
3 in. in (45 yds. tol ton)... oe se 8 . . In 9-fts. nae Paes 
Quantities under 1 (39 yds. to 1 ton) -: oer % 10 +e 4 in. : cwt. qr. Ib. 
# in. imported Aer ade} pnd } in. of thickness. 11 5% Gin. ela tae oe ; ; “4 pois Beore Branches 
P uantities over 5,000 ft a . ose 36/3 28/9 
i: Maotenes oo. Vy ee = 100 sq.ft. 2 2 6 — under £30 less ir Pn AND poser 58/9 
alten Me eee we bs a44, 16 over £30 less 17} per ce ee iscount. 
as Felt, 1- uilding Sheets” 2 nt. discount. 
Best «ae a SOO 52-6 | ieee ae —-— 2 2a. 6 
t Scotch Glue, in slabs ~ A gee 1 6 Single ee eeu a3 bg 6/5. 
oro clue ver fiom. 5 § 3 | Swan Necks 4} in. proj a oe 4 Ye 
BENais 3 in (tomate) WT "api 2 8 0 ee a a et 
“= Nails, 3 Poge up (1-ton jots) . gs «. perton 56 ; 0 As ad 3/2 3/9 py : 3/1 
» i. eft lots) ore et 2 32 13 . BESTOS O.G. GUTTERS AND Fi ed 6/5 
METALS nd up (4-cwt. lots) a «-. percwt 216 3 oe 6-ft. lengths .. per wa = 44 in, ease P “4 
Bass i Sioa PGES | Rope Ta a 
in. x Sin.,8in. x 5i Angles es.) Tate = ese /10 3/10 
12 i in., 8i in. X 6 eee a, /il be. 4/7 
oli : rT to 0 lengths dsivered a 0 lll "Bho 3 4/1 ah 
Extra for — oe PS. ve wy MS ie 10a 
eee (e) ¥ 
3 i 2 yg oe 2] 38 7 6 ASBESTOS Haur-Rounp G i 2/1 2/5 
4in. x 1} in X3in, Sin. X2pin. 2: BS 310 0 Gutters 6-ft. lengths .. f gg ab in FItTINGs 
4t in. x ip in., 24 i in seo te Dropends . ~— ue 2/6 = 2/lik 3/08 in. 6 in. 
Sin, x 3 in in. x Thi in ose nis es 3 0 Stop ends - h 2/1 2/5 /0 3/7 5/- 
., 22 in. X 7 in. < eco oe ral .s : Angles see clus ae “10 2/8 2/11 473 
eee aes a 2: Nozzles eee pease CERO 2/8 /il i 1/2 
i =~. . . i oa 2/il 3/2 
ee i eebliret fH: vit 2/8 2/11 as 
1/2 1/4 2/- 
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FOR NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
IN METAL WINDOW DESIGN 
CONSULT 


HOPE : 


pioneers since 1818 with the cup pivot lok’d bar joint, 
cam opener, 2-point handle and — 





HOPE’S DOUBLE PANEL SCREENS 


A flush-surface screen in which dust-catching 

ledges are practically non-existent. Ideal for 

hospitals, offices, laboratories and special 
process rooms. 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD 


Smethwick, Birmingham & 17 Berners St., London, W.1 


MEMBER OF METAL wnow XY woxrcrone ASSOCIATION 
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LOUD 
PULLEYS AND i 
SASH CHAIN The only PERMANENT 
system of sash hanging. 
Ly |) ; e ELIMINATE future 
d } maintenance costs. 


THE FIRST COST IS 


THE LAST COST! 


So specify. ‘RHODES’ and Satisfy Clients. 
-RHODES CHAINS LTD. 


Write for booklet from.. 


BEACON HOUSE KINGSWAY + LONDON 


e PREVENT damage to 
wood and paint work. 


e AVOID risk of personal 


W.C.2 


injury through break- 
ing sash cords. 

















New Multi-Purpose Torch 
costs omy £3- 1 «6 I7’s EXCLUSIVE TO ‘CALOR’ GAS! 





Always at your Service 


‘CALOR--G 





AS£ 


Good news! The new Multi-purpose 
Blowtorch specially designed by the 
‘Calor’ Gas Research Laboratories 
now costs less to install. For the hire 
charge on each ‘Calor’ Gas cylinder 
has recently been reduced by 30/-. 
The new torch costs only £3.1.6, com- 
plete with special attachments for 
paint burning, brazing and soldering. 
These are attached or removed by 
a simple knurled nut. There is a 
ladder hook attached to the paint 
burning extension for added conveni- 
ence. And the unique trigger release 
gives a substantial saving in gas con- 
sumption. Operating costs fre kept 
very low. The model is available, both 
asacomplete set or single unit—on order 
from ‘Calor’ Gas dealers everywhere. 


For illustrated leaflet write to Dept. 2.A.11. 
ENGLAND: Poland House, 
161-167 Oxford Street, London, W.1. 


SCOTLAND, NORTHERN IRELAND & EIRE: 
46-48 St. Andrew’s Sq., Glasgow, C.1. 





















uresco 
Produc 








OURESCO PRODUCTS LTD., CHARLTON, LONDON, S.E.7 
Telephone: GREenwich 0034 








Happy Landings...! 


Some walls —like some people—invite rough 
treatment by virtue of their position. Some, 
likewise, get plastered and some do not. ... 
We have in mind particularly those landing, 
stairway and passage walls in schools, cinemas, 
flat and office blocks—which can look like 
‘the ruins that Cromwell knocked about a bit’ 
within weeks of opening day. 

For such walls we have developed TEXIDEC, 
for producing attractive relief or textured 
finishes that will stand up to even the Toughest 
juvenile traffic. And where plastering is elimin- 
ated and a finish is required for wood-float ren- 
dering, TEXIDEC practically specifies itself. 


Det 





TEXTURE nn] 


We will gladly send you 
samples of the many decor- 
ative effects which TEXIDEC 
can give—used alone or in 
combination with others of 
the wide Duresco range. 





Novemb 
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METALS—continued Per ton basis 
in London 
ig ey 
Jron—Staffordshire Crown mane Disa kaa «. 40 2 6 
Mild Steel Bars ais “é bes 37 17 6 
Mild Steel licens eee ate a ~ A aaa 39 5 O 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton - 
s. 
Soft sheets C.R. and C. * — 
20 gauge ong per ase mice <n . 4614 6 
24 gauge ix we pee see Sie ana ace 4 1S GC 
26 gauge a pe a to 2G 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft— 
20 gauge eas ae en inn Gaeta @ 
24 gauge ai nee as abs a ea aac Soe S 
26 gauge ea “a «wae es § 
Gabeiniens Flat sheets Cl R. and Cam 
0 gauge : a 54 12 0 
24 gauge 56 12 0 
26 gauge i aed ae ate sai a a ae 2 8 
PLuMBERS’ BRASS Work, COPPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in — area. 
All per doz. sin. fin. lin. 13in. 14in. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks haven 
head for iron 77/- 114/6 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron. .. 99/- 142/- 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 323/6 462/- 815/- 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/- 234/4 419/- 554/6 1234/3 
Double nut boiler screws 16/6 23/3 42/- 43/- 59/6 83/8 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 68/3 155/3 237/7 433/6 614/- 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron has ee «» 17/4 21/- 34/9 60/6 74/6 145/3 
lvin. 1}in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws 29/9 36/4 52/9 82/6 105/6 137/6 
Brass sleeves sad 27/6 27/6 49/6 66/- 67/- 
13 x 6lb. 14 x 6lb. 2 x 71b. 3 x 7 (1b. 
Lead P. trap with brass snaing 
screws eid . 66/- 82/- 132/- 224/- 
Lead S. trap do. ee 79 /- 98/- 161/- 290/- 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’ aes ae arr per Ib. 3.9 
El eeagarbel is ess cae ne aaa wr He 4 2 


Blow pip ; 4 3 
Copper faiee BSS 659/1944 on ‘the basic price of 328d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. d. 

din. x 19 gauge ich 12} Total per Ib. 443 

fin. < 19" ae 10? ays 43% 
l i Xe ane 9} coh, ee 41; 
ltin. x 18 ,, eee 8} saps ag 41} 
Tein Xs" 5, on 8? eee 41% 
2 i OREN xs 10} 423 
Rolled ‘Camel sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price [ae a 3 

plus gauge and manufacturing extras... .. perton 32615 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 619 6 

do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. mi 617 6 

do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. ud 616 3 
Brass tubes basic one, _— gauge ~“ manufactur- 

ing extras per Ib. 2 243 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties 


£ «a ¢& 
Lead Sheet, English, 3} lb. substance and upwards perton 147 0 0 
Lead Water Pipe incoils . Ae me 148 5 0 
Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2i in. to 4 in. dia. sas Ks 149 15 0O 
do. over 4 in. dia. as ae a 53 15 (0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe. ae os 149 15 0O 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton ous eg aa eee =©per cwt. y 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. exe aa was ee - 0 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. 3 oa - 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on m per ton 7 6 6 
do. White do. do. Pe 714 3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ae as et 2-@ 
do. Fine do. do. ree a 717 0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ace an aaa pe 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. are ‘sn tas eee ‘a § 2 6 
Lump Lime do. ‘es as $2 ¢ 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... 2 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads uae ‘i 918 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ne see we “i 2 6 3 
Hatr . ix. percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board zi in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. , 
1,200 yds. ... i ; 2 
Gypsum *Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered site ... ase aes as = »..§ 
1,200 yds. ... eee a ise sae iis fy 24 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
Delivered London area £ sd. 
Ceiling Distemper... ade aie ose «. percwt. 1 7 6 
Washable Distemper a ee ee a $5 0 
Gloss Paint... ase pergal. 210 0 
Snowcem cement paint ‘in 1 cwt. drums) ... .. percwt. 311 0 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs rewt. 818 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 So lots in 1 gal. tins per gal. ee 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg . percwt. 7 8 6 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg Px 27289 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra per gal. 10 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. % 11 0 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... ois a S 6} 
do. do. 40 gal.) do. do. ... saa Be 4 8} 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior Rs 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ms oe y a 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. a per Ib. 1 6 
White Lining Paper per piece 1 0 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside wd om per gal. 132 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. = vas a = 115 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside a 117 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 2 a2 4 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. aa , Wee 
Finest Carriage Varnish ‘a 210 0 
Front Door Varnish ... Pe ae 
Japan Gold Size pa 110 0 
Black Japan ... in 15 0 
Brunswick Black ‘“ 100 
Berlin Black a § S48 
Terebene i ms B39 
Knotting (1 gal. “bottles free)... wale ‘aa sik a 112 0 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) mee as ae me 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. ase 
s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 5} 
240z. 4, i BS a as bs aad 7k 
2602. _ » * e a 9t 
32 oz. % * % o | 
4 in. Rolled Plate ae aa aad at 9 
ys in. and tin. Rough Cas 1 0 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard ‘Patterns: . 
hite Ga jan 
do. Standard Tints ... aie sa 1 4} 
do. Special Tints pee o “as 29 
4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, "Reeded, 
Reedlyte and euneunel and ena 1 1 
tin. Wired Cast . aaa mae | oo 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast ae aa an 1 2} 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B.2 52 x 52 x 37 in = = y 
P.B.3 73 x 7} x 34 in a 42 
P.B.32 7% X 72 X 34 in. 42 
a sane Blocks to match — with— ae 
P. B 3 6 9 
P.B.32 6 9 
din. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. “Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 3 7 
a pe a S ft. sup. ... 4 5 
ka a BR 45 ft. sup. Se 
* i 100 ft. sup. 3 6 
din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or ae in. one hed or 135 in. 
both ways ... $ 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ‘ditto . | ee 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto em 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 


Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry. Glass. 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Description of Glass 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. ... an daa “ae 
AO: «s « ae ‘aa a aaa 
= = ok ~ ag i ae 


in. “Rolled Piate ... roe saa re dis 
jin Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White 
tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, 'Hammerstripe, 
Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte eae 
fein. and fin. Rolled Plate or ron Oe 
3 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal - 
4 in.. Georgian Wired Cast pe tea 


2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
1,000 


1,000 


Ss. 


Minimum Per ft. super 
quantity ¢ 


3 
7 

A 
7 


a 
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SR vam siitiictas 


CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM OCTOBER 4, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 






























































































































































































































































Town. Grade KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade, 
PRORGO® cccsccsdrorrscsecessndes A 2 Shoreham ....... epanstincanes ste 
Aberdare ......... aA Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. ake 
peeeeeny fe Craftsmen ... hes me 3/9 3/84 3/8 3/74 | wea sees 
seit ae | Labourers... ... ... 3/38 3/3 3/28 3/2 eve > 
Addlestone uA Sleaford U.D. 
. Town. Town. Grade. Town, Grade. 
Aldeburgh . < IND cccctnncssntenecosvesect A2 BOASOWD. c..ccsciancovsesocsssdbe ERIC ciccscssccssuce scocnecns A2 fom “KCB. 
A Burnham-on-Crouch “ iley ‘Spas me IEEE -suncaseneeons A Snetti _ 
rt A RR RE Fleetwood A Lyneham (Devon) . EE oe ene 
- peta -Trent C.B. A Flint Ghee ah Macclesfield ae Seuthaaneen . 
“ag | BUEY ......ccccccceccccrccvecscsess olkestone .. A Maidenhead ... = a a ~ Seiaea 
Al | Bury Si: Edmunds. Alt | Frinton ..... “a1 | ae. ar ~~ yuapeniadbermembannn 
TAREE "el Rah * panes ssanvvteneenend me Frome phissitvetiuidias Al Maltby _........ a South PShicids C B. 
Andover ..... Ae ileet «ss .er00 oe Gainsborough U.D. sa Maldon (Essex) ... Al Spalding U.D. .. 
Ardin; ty... ce | Calder Valley = Gateshead ........... i Malvern U.D.... Al Stafford M.B... 
Arundel . scold Cambridge ... el Gillingham (Kent). Al Manchester ..... ve ae 
BRIE: sericsoisterscczcounesnst A2 PEE Sa A Glossop ........4 uA Manningtree ... Al Stamford M.B. 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A Canterbury .. ae Gloucester . A Mansfield M.B oA Stantonwick .. 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... A RRR A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of $A2 March .......0000 AZ 
Ashford (Kent)......... me Cardiganshire, County of t{A2 Godalming — .........sseeeeees A2 Margate ........ssssecersessreee A2 Stockport... 
Ashford (Middlesex)......... aT Se IRE RO Goole M.B. A Market Harborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. . 
SEES \icloceschecuse pone Carmarthenshire,Cnty of {A2 Gosport ... A Maryport .......ceessersesereeees A Stockton-on-Tees 
SE ssissasadssonsere ak Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of $A2 Grantham M.B. A Matlock U.D. Al Stoke-on-Trent C.B 
Ashton-under-Lyne ESR A Gravesend ........ vA Melksham ... -A2 Stoke Orchard .. 
Aspatria and Brayton...... A2 Castleford A Great Yarmouth ............... A Melton Constable ..... A2 Stourbridge M.B. . 
A “ang R.D. (parts of) A Ee A Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D. Stourport U.D. .... ad 
Aylesbury ........csccssee0s00s A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith .. A Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr ........ ON Oa 
yee "Cvorks) ae Charmy Down ........ A Guildford oe eae A2 Middlesbrough Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A 
Aylesham ........ A? Coathem & District ae Al > wae aa pissexenisceucoiee “ Middleton .......... Sandetens District 
eadle (Staffs) R.D..........A UISCIEY  weeeeeeee I sees EE. ccnstnincihosteeks 
na oe Mg AZ | Chelmsford ........+ SIA | Halesowen MLB.......ssscss0+: A | Milford Haven .......-.0-+0 Sutton Coldfield M.B. 
fll A> «| Cheltenham «.. ots 1 BE crwcsininee A | M : WALTHAM ..seseseeseseeeeveees BI 
_—— sreceesoreass - Chepstow .. "Al Halstead... we Morley ......ccccscccseccscoeeeees S g 
Barnoldswick U.D. A Chertsey A Haresfield .. Al ecient 
"(a ee ec ete re + ee ORES. A he pons SOD iccavaa A Ye 
Barrow-in-Furness ...........- esterne -b. see AFPENEN  .......cccccccccccces A CISON aoccccrcccccvcveccees eee 
Tsroanmatent R.D ” Chesterfield R.D..........00000. A BEE voctaccsooveosncceese A Newark-on-Trent R.D....... Tamworth M.B. ..........0...-A 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chester-le-Street U.D. ...... A Re A ee ee are T di A2 
eae Ca Rise A Chichester .............. teeeees A2 Harwich ee Newcastlo-on-iyne ae Tewkesbury Al 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere .. .A2 imeecntent sa wet Thames Haven . a 
by-on-the-Wolds Al)......A ham Within and Harden- Hastings .. .A2 New Forest District ......... Thetford ...... A2 
k Al NED  sbisasocvseviccnsesousie A2 Hatfield (Herts A Newmarket _ .........++ A Thorpe Bay rm 7 
war Chorley os Haywards Heath . A2 Newport, Mon. . A Thurrock U.D.C. A: Fe 
ae Clacton ... Al Hemel Hempstead Newport Pagnell » Northof,to Billericay A Wi 
Al Cleethorpes A Henley-on-Thames -A2 Newton Abbot ... Tilbury ..... a 
ake Clevedon Al OE RE A2 Northallerton Dist. ‘od . | space 
CES Cleveleys . aA Herefordshire, Cnty. of... sA2 Northampton C.B. Tonbridge . AL 
ae Clitheroe ....... A PR IAD sacscsccccevosecsncsn North Shields..... Torquay .... AL 
a Coalville U.D. . oA Hertford ...... sae = Norton Radstock (pA Aa ar aie Naa Regs Al — 
“A2 Cobham (Surrey) ooo Hexham U.D.........0+ Norwich ..........+ Trowbridge ...... a 
eae Colchester ...... Pe Y Heysh Nottingham cE . Tunbridge Wells .. AL 
eet — epee ona High Wyeonibe s Nuneaton M.B..... oA Tynemouth C.B. ........000000-A 
olwyn Ys oe ighworth ,...... cocces: ; 
—. Congieton ..... “At | Hinckley U.D. a_i AZ | Upeinghem Galop) .....-.--Al 
iUD.” ‘A | Consett ....... wou 1 IE sccteinbncaacopenaend — me Rtoneter UD. e.vesseosceeseuh 
Sestpcrssbsisesscoven A - cacmcen gree ge | Hoddesdon A i ay Weksfold . sriettecseseesvensece 
rnwall, County of...... Horley ...sccccssssecessreeeeeeA2 | Ossett and Horbury. os allsend B. .... oA 
Berkhamsted ae IEE ROUBs asvssvesosscscceds A + en ‘ania Ossett and Horbury - ‘ * Walsall C.B. . sos 
Berrington .. ae Cranbrook sdees an Horwich ......... bis er see “AI Walsden  ..........008 coool 
; A Cranleigh .......... BS; Huddersfield oie W Olier cident is hy cx Walton-on-Naze ............Al 
er Crawley (Sussex) . Al Se oe a POMBO sccasccsscvesscesneces Al are vn 
‘A2 oe oecccccccccsecs are radon “f Peterborough $c seeces eC] Warminster. ........seeeeee0e-A2 
: Bie PENNE ccoscespens son Huntingdon (Staffs ss ” oo Warrington .... ee 
— ° “~- Crowborough A2 Iikle 8 ¢ ) Pickering ........... ecevteseneie Warwick M.B.. ak 
o eee zi MEGCMIIS  aiscsscucvedecsen sal A2 Bi aaekes? Plymouth A Wellington U.D.. A 
Billing .......... nce Ingatestone “ Pontefract NN g' seve anes 
Billingham U.D. occ Dalton-in-Furness .........++- A Ipswich — .......0 A Pontypridd District ......... Wells (Norfolk) .. -A2 
Bilsthorpe ...... on. Darlington District .. Sik Isle of Sheppey . vee A2 Portishead fei Welwyn _.......- seseee rel 
Birchington ---A2 DATWOR  ooeesesesesse ne Isle of Thanet... ooo A2 Portland Stoneyar: a... Welwyn Gar. City ........+..- A 
Birkenhead. eenveneon i, eter “A2 | Isle of Wight :... WE Ed apenas ee nn 
in > en "tA | eles toe A Lea a pee RS ene oe cee satorche a 
Gichen’ honkiond ee wenn 2 eine AZ | Jarrow M.B. oh | Oe See Westclifi-on-Sea ae 
Bishop’s Stortford ............A | Devizes ..... series Keighley . A — Westerham _........... Al 
ea seul Devon, County of “t$A2 Kendal . A Pudsey ...... Weston-super-Mare .........Al 
Blackburn co Dewsbury ae ‘ A Kenilworth A Pulborough Weybridge ............ ae 
Blackpool ...... pee nc TA? Kettering M.B A Radnorshire, County of }$A2 Weymouth 
Blackwell R.D. pe eee ik ae Keynsham ...... A Ramsgate A2 
Blaydon U.D.... a Doncatier CB. ak Kidderminster M.B. aA Rayleigh 
Blidworth ....... a) | neem: A | King’s Lynn ......cor-eeveenes Al | Reading 
i Ee ny’ Dorset, County of (except- Kingskerswell se Al Redcar B. 
Bognor Regis .. -: Ao ing Poole, Swanage and Kingsteignton - Al Redditch U. 
Boldon U.D. . me Wimborne Al)..........+. A2 Kirkham .............. A Redhill and Reigate . ° 
Bolsover U.D. . ean Dover A2 Knaresborough U.D.. uA Ripon .. Willington 
Bolton ........-. er Trmannoiet .....c. oa MOWIE ....ccccrccccee Al Rochdale A Wilmslow ..........s000 
Bourne End .............000+ Al Driffield U.D. .. Al Lancaster ........... me ‘ Al Wilts. County of ......... 
a oe ea District Droitwich M.B. Raat Leamington M. B. ik RROCRETHAM oo .ccccsccccccscccooedt Winchester ......... ais 27 
1 Dudley M.B. a Leatherhead ..... aia Rugby M.B. .. oA Windermere ..........0ss0000- 
Dunstable ‘at ypaaeie .A | Saffron Walden ..A2 | Windsor and Eton..........., 
Durham City LA Lelosster CB... A | St. Albans... . ee oe senses “f 
ighton uzzar t. Helens .. vee | SYA .... 0.000000 . 
5s — Mon. Vat om Letchworth .... Al St. Neots.......+. A2 bor Nn “ ts 
DE ME I: East Geinetead District..A2 Lewes _..... .A2 Salisbury City A2 Wobeethame Re aor’ 
ee wens Eastwood (Notts.) U.D ck Lichfield M.B. A Salisbury Plain A2 Woodbrid p fae 
Ebbw Vale & nelle eoeceee. nN Lincoin C.B. A Sawbridgeworth , A Wor ri went secccccccoscces * 
Edenbridge ease Littlehampton .A2 Saxmundham A2 Workinane . seen 
Ely BP coceseoces ~as Liverpool .. we Scarborough A Wor MB A 
pbadesusoncone: ove Llandudno .. “Al Scunthorpe “A orksop M.B. . oA 
Epping coo 1 Liamally  cecseesseceee wcneeie A | Selby... A | Worthing ....-socs--. soo % 
Exeter ...00. oeercccscevecescocess A London * c ‘<a ataas ern Weethan (inci. Cefn)" Roe A 
Bromse Fakenh A2 Lougnboroush Wi cerseeo | SheeTMeRS ssseeseessseeeneesA a —_ 
Falmouth ..... esovecesovencses A ughborou; oA ie! o chs Gee Salers one ° 
Broughton (Cheshire) i. Fareh A Louth M.B.  ...ssessesseereees Shipley ....... ~~ * Wymondham ...reeeseereA2 t 
DIED |. <cncensseeabsbstverseacen NN OES A2 Lo A Shoeburyness . Secetbvanadcsanean TOR:  sadsnsenicsinish 
*For Birkenhead, Stunpect and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 10}d.; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate oa the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 3s. 10d. ; 
Labourers, 3s. 44d. * Plus 2d. per working day. + This is the County rate an@ applies except where higher grades are stated. fF 
Nore.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
2d. per day ; i = employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 
Women’s RATES.—In al districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work _ 
other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 761 
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BUY WISELY ~ BUY RIGHT 
YOUR PROBLEMS SOLVED 
BY- FIBONITE 


Sole Selling Agents in the U.K. : 


Wm. Brandts (Wallply) Ltd., 36 Fenchurch St., london, L€.3 


























% Converts Rust into a Rust Preventive Base. 


% Ensures painting on Rust Free metal. 

% Simple and Economical application by brush or 
spray. 

% Increases bond between paint and metal on 
iron, steel, aluminium and zinc. 


% Reduces cost of mechanical cleaning combined 
with effective corrosion’ protection. 


FERRO-BETOL LTD., WESTERHAM, KENT 


: Westerham 3103 
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Centering 


For flat slab, vaulted or domed roof 
construction, HICO Centering, by reason 
of its light weight, ease of assembly, 
erection and striking, speeds up 

work and substantially reduces costs. 
HICO is adaptable to any size, type and 
profile of span; it has a high weight 
carrying capacity yet units are easily 
carried by one man. Write today for the 
new HICO catalogue number 107. 


BK99 


Cut out your props 
and cut your costs ! 


BLAW KNOX LTD. (Box 113) 90-94 Brompton Road, London, S.W.3. Tel: KENsington 515] 


NEW VEHICLE MAINTENANCE RECORD 












Controls Maintenance, Repairs, Mileages, etc. 


Whether you have six, sixty or six hundred 
vehicles, you need to know the background of 
each vehicle. 


A new visible record gives every detail of each 
vehicle—year, h.p., engine number, chassis number, 
unladen weight, when purchased, capacity, cost 
and value and every other detail. 


There is provision for a month-by-month record 
(for three years) of oil and petrol, plus all work 
done on valves, bearings, clutch, differential, 
brakes, steering, wiring, body, chassis, etc., etc. 


The visible edge flashes a visual warning as to 
when an overhaul is due, and/or which part of : ; = ; 
the vehicle needs attention (or the date when Just jot “Vehicle Record” on your letter heading 
each should be inspected). _ and full details will be sent you by return. 


All these records—whether they be a dozen or CStanmna Sys7=75,) 


hundreds—can be housed in a small portable panel FIRST IN FILIN 

or book...and each vehicle record is instantly > G 
identifiable. You have—in a visible nutshell—the The Shannon Ltd. 
complete history of every vehicle you own. 











86 Shannon Corner New Malden Surrey 








Novemb¢ 


MINIS1 


Mr. 
has app 
his Pat 
Mr. J. I 
Secretar 

Mr. I 
and Lo 
Konald 
mentary 


OFFIC. 


Those 
subjects 
ment d 
have | 
“ Gove 
Section 
Station 
let sho 
for all 


NEW 
The 
Counc! 
on a 
been 4 
and | 
inquir 
educat 
school 
progra 
£430,3 


Presi 
acceft 
engin 


ra 








515] 





ding 


rrey 











November 5 1954 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


MINISTERS’ SECRETARIES 


Mr. Nigel Birch, MP, Minister of Works, 
has appointed Mr. J. W. W. Peyton, MP, as 
his Parliamentary Private Secretary, and 
Mr. J. H. S. Burgess as his Principal Private 
Secretary. 

Mr. Duncan Sandys, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, has appointed Mr. 
Konald S. Russell, MP. to be his Parlia- 
mentary Private Secretary. 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 


Those publications on building and allied 
subjects which have been issued by govern- 
ment departments and are currently available 
have been listed in a booklet entitled 
“Government Publications on Building: 
Section List No. 61,” published by the 
Stationery Office, free of charge. The book- 
let should prove a useful reference catalogue 
for all connected with the building industry. 


NEW SCHOOL FOR DULWICH 


The proposal of the London County 
Council to build a county secondary school 
on a site at Red Post-hill, Dulwich, has 
been approved by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, after a _ public 
inquiry, states a report submitted to the 
education committee on Tuesday. The 
school, which is included in the building 
programme for 1955-56, is estimated to cost 
£430,330. It will provide places for about 
1,400 boys to work in close relationship with 
Alleyn’s School. 


RSI MEMBERSHIP 


The Royal Sanitary Institute has 
announced that in future the ordinary 
membership of the Institute will be open to 
those who have passed the final and direct 
final examinations of the Incorporated 
Society of Auctioneers and Landed Property 
Agents in the general practice, housing man- 
agement and agricultural practice divisions. 
Membership is also open to those who have 
passed the examination of the Land Agents’ 
Society. The Institute have also announced 
that in connection with their Health Congress 
to be held in Bournemouth in April, 1955, 
Mr. D. M. Watson, BSc(Eng.), MICE, 
President, Institution of Civil Engineers, has 
accepted office as president of Section B, 
engineering and architecture.. 


STEEL ERECTORS’ STRIKE 
Deadlock Reported 


THE STRIKE of steel erectors in the City 
of London came to a deadlock this week. 
About 110 men are believed to be on strike. 
Thirteen sites are affected. 

The three principal firms involved are 
Dorman Long Co., Ltd., Moreland 


Hayne & Co. and Couzens and Sutcliffe. 


So far the strike has not spread to the 
provinces. 

The dispute arose over the rejection by 
the Engineering and Allied Employers’ 
National Federation of an application for an 
additional 34d; an hour in London and 24d. 
an hour in the provinces. ; 

A spokesman of the employers’ federation 
told a representative of The Builder that 
they did not recognise the men’s claim to 
be on the same status as building craftsmen. 
Until recently the steel erectors had been 
receiving higher wages than certain build- 
ing craftsmen. He added that “in a few 
days” the federation would consider what 
further action it should take. 
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TRADE NEWS 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


From December 1, Messrs. Sissons 
Brothers and Co., Ltd., will transfer their 
depot from Garrett-lane to Upper-road, 
Plaistow, E13 (Telephone: Grangewood 
8811). Mr. S. Ollosson will continue as 
Manager at this new depot. 


AMERICAN FLUSH VALVE 


Arrangements have been made by Rowe 
Bros. and Co., Ltd., 10, Dover-street, W1, 
for their associate company, the Bristol 
Diecasting Co.. to manufacture the Sloan 
“Royal” flush valve under licence from the 
Sloan Valve Co. of America. Rowe Bros. 
have also produced a catalogue detailing the 
design and operation of these flush valves. 


HEAVY-DUTY SAWBENCH 


The LEM 4 32-in. sawbench produced by 
A. Cooksley and Co., Ltd., 21-25, Taber- 
nacle-street, EC2, is designed for heavy- 
duty continuous accurate sawing with 
finger-tip controls and featherweight opera- 
tion. It has a rise and fall spindle giving 
a constant table height, and the ripping 
fence cants 45 degrees and swings clear for 
cross-cutting. The riving knife, although 
fully adjustable, rises and falls with the 
saw, eliminating setting. 


BUILDING BOARDS 


A technical brochure giving information 
about “Hernite ” hardboard and insulation 
board is being distributed by Gliksten Build- 
ing Materials, Carpenters-road, Stratford, 
E15. “Hernite” insulation board can be 
used as permanent shuttering for concrete 
in addition to its normal insulating function, 
and the standard hardboard is suitable for 
all types of joinery, form lining and shutter- 
ing. The latter is being used industrially 
for radiator heating panels, being capable 
of withstanding high electrical temperatures. 


PNEUMATIC STAPLE-TACKER 


After two years of development work, 
Industrial Staplers, Ltd., 35-36, Rathbone- 
place, Oxford-street, W1, subsidiary of the 
Ofrex group of companies, are producing 
what is understood to be the first pneumatic 
staple-tacker produced in Britain. The 
model, which is to be known as the “ Speed- 
fire,” is powered from any normal source 
of compressed air at the relatively low pres- 
sure of 40/50 Ib. per sq. in. All manual 
effort is replaced, operation being by a push- 
button trigger. 


MODERN FLUSHING CISTERNS 


Fordham Pressings, Ltd., Melbourne 
Works, Dudley-road, Wolverhampton, have 
re-modelied the exterior of their seamless 
steel flushing cisterns to have rounded corners 
and a raised panel in the modern trend. 


SCHOOL SANITARY APPLIANCES 


A new range of sanitary appliances speci- 
ally designed for schools has been placed on 
the market by Ideal Boilers and Radiators, 
Ltd., Ideal House, Great Marlborough-street, 
W1, and includes a urinal, drinking fountain, 
closet bowls, and a vitreous china lavatory in 
white called the “ Etonian.” 


PREVENTING BURST PIPES 

A de-froster is being marketed by Radford 
Electronics, Ltd., 149 Newfoundland-road, 
Bristol 2, consisting of a step-down trans- 
former which can be plugged into any 
electric mains. A low voltage secondary 
winding is connected to the frozen water 
mains through two heavy-duty cables 
secured with clamps, and a heavy electric 
current passed through the ice blockage. The 
ice then generates the necessary heat to melt 
itself before the pressure of trapped water 
has had time to freeze and cause damage. 


ECONOMICAL HEATING STOVE 


A saving of up to 60 per cent. in fuel con- 
sumption is claimed for the “ Panda” heat- 
ing stove, marketed by the Allied Iron- 
founders, Ltd., 28, Brook-street, W1, due to 
its air-tight doors, close draught control and 
convection system. Cold air is drawn 
through concealed slots at the bottom of the 
outer casing and passes up the convection 
chamber to re-enter the room through slots 
at the top. This vitreous enamel cast-iron 
outer casing is available in a choice of eight 
colours, and the unit is suitable for rooms 
of 1,500 to 13,000 cu. ft. capacity. 


PLASTIC WC SYPHON 


The “ Kingfisher ” syphon now being pro- 
duced from “Shirene” by Shires and Co. 
(London), Ltd., Guiseley, Yorks, is similar 
in appearance to the standard type of 
syphon flush, but is understood to be con- 
siderably more efficient and durable. With 
the body moulded in one piece to eliminate 
vulnerable joints, the unit has a large 
cylinder and throat to allow full water-way 
for an easy start, and a large bore to ensure 
a powerful flush. A brass piston is fitted 
and the outlet is fully enclosed to prevent 
leaks. By using “ Shirene ” (a special grade 
of polythene), corrosion and the formation 
of verdigris are eliminated. 





ILLUMINATED 
CEILING 
This non-glare over- 
all lighting system has 
been installed in a 
London showroom by 
Lumenated Ceilings, 
Ltd., 4  Lloyd’s- 
avenue, EC3 It con- 
sists of a ceiling of 
corrugated trans- 
lucent vinyl sheet, re- 
movable for mainten- 
ance, supported in a 
lightweight steel frame- 
work suspended below 
fluorescent or tungsten 
lamps. The complete 
ceiling weighs only 
12 oz. per sq. ft. 
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“The Foreman in Industry” 
LABFCOW ANNUAL DINNER 


MPHE fifty-eighth annual dinner of the 
London Association of Builders’ Fore- 
men. and Clerks of Works was held on 
November 2 at the Café Royal, W1. The 
chair was taken by Mr. G. W. Grosvenor, 
FIOB, president of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers. 

In proposing the toast-of “ The Associa- 
tion,” Mr. GROSVENOR said that the purpose 
of the dinner was to aid the Association’s 
pension fund. This fund paid out annually 
some £1,800 a year in pensions to widows 
and dependants of builders’ foremen and 
clerks of works. Despite the valuable work 
and assistance derived from the Welfare 
State, there continued to be a vital need for 
the activities of such voluntary organisations. 
The fund worked on a very tight budget, and 
every case was carefully examined to ensure 
that it was genuine. For those reasons, he 
trusted that the appeal would meet with a 
ready and generous respense. 

Mr. Grosvenor went on to say that the 
vast programme of work facing the building 
industry in years ahead required skilled men 
to organise operations on site. In post-war 
years, increasing stress had been placed on 
the part played by the foreman, the need for 
adequate training and the granting of a 
proper status.. Most important was the re- 
cognition of the general foreman as an 
essential part of management, and the re- 
commendation that he be appointed to the 
staff. Further advances had been made in 
training by the introduction at selected 
centres of certificate courses based on re- 
commended syllabuses. These were still in 
the experimental stages, but valuable ex- 
perience was being gained from courses 
being held in London, Bristol, Liverpool and 
Sheffield, and for the first time there were 
to be examinations in general foremanship 
studies on a national basis. 

There had been fears expressed that the 
introduction of such studies would mean 
that younger men with certificates would re- 
place the experienced older men. This would 
never be the case. No certificate would 
make a foreman; but the required study, 
added to experience, must increase a man’s 
value to the industry. 

Responding to the toast, Mr. F. H. 
GREGORY, president of the Association, ex- 
pressed his appreciation of the assistance re- 
ceived from all sides. During his year of 
office, he had realised that the number of 
their friends was almost unlimited. Builders’ 
foremen and clerks of works accepted re- 
sponsibility, but rarely had full authority to 
carry out that responsibility. They were 
between the upper and lower millstones— 
the employer and the operative. The strain 
was tremendous, but their work would be 
made much easier if given the necessary 
authority. The NFBTE had given a lead 
by recommending that the foreman be 
appointed to the staff. To achieve this, co- 
operation from all sections of the industry 
could be necessary. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


T. & W. Farmiloe, Ltd., have announced the ap- 
pointment of two new representatives: —Mr. D. SHAW 
and Mr. G. H. Pearson, who will be centred at 
the new Nine Elms Service Depot at 109, Clifton- 
road, Balsall Heatk, Birmingham. which is under 
the control of Mr. 
sales manager. 

Lieut.-Cot. J. F, TopsHunter has, on medical 
advice, relincuished his appointrrents as director and 


F. J. Hyatt, Farmiloe’s Midlands 


general manager of Murex Welding Processes, Ltd. ’ 


His services have been retained as a consultant to 
the comnany. Mr. J. M. WILLEY has now been 
appointed as general manager. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents] 


Norway.—The Oslo firm of A/S Elek- 
trokemisk is planning to build an aluminium 
plant at Mosjoen in Nordland Province, 
North Norway. The plant will have a pro- 
duction of 20,000 tons of aluminium a year. 
It is hoped that the new plant will be ready 
by 1957. The hydro-electric plant at 
Rossaga will have to be expanded to provide 
the additional 50,000 kws. of power required. 

The steel plant which the Norwegian 
Government is building at Mo i Rana, north 
of the Arctic Circle, is now nearing com- 
pletion. 


Pakistan—The Planning Commission of 
Pakistan held a meeting recently under the 
chairmanship of the Minister of Finance 
and Economic Affairs, and it was announced 
that they had considered and approved more 
than a dozen development projects, includ- 
ing hydro and irrigation projects, the Sui 
gas pipeline project, the construction of 
elevators for the storage of food grains, 
erosion and soil survey projects in the 
upland districts of the Punjab, and the instal- 
lation of two 3,000-kw sets in Montgomery. 


Philippines—A plant to manufacture 
sinter feed from waste is to be built in 
the Philippines to meet a demand from 
Japanese steel mills. . . Two new paint 
factories are to be built and new plants 
are also to be constructed for the follow- 
ing industries: plastics, perfumes and con- 
sumer foods, textiles, ceramics, coffee, gloves 
and pineapple vinegar. 
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USA.—Considerable activity in building 
for the entertainment industry is reported 
from the USA.. Auditoriums and arenas 
are being planned for major cities. New 
arenas are in some stage of planning or con- 
struction in Omaha; Richmond, Va; Seattle; 
Lincoln, Neb; New York; Des Moines; Port- 
land, Oregon; Detroit and Chicago. The 
International Association of Auditorium 
Managers in New York has details of every 
major scheme and inquiries can be made 
from Mr. Merton E. Thayer, who is Presi- 
dent of the Association. .. . The huge new 
paper mills built at Calhoun, Tennessee, by 
the Bowater Paper Corporation, Ltd., at a 
cost of $60m., are now in the stage of initiai 
production—producing 130,000 tons of news- 
print annually. This project is understood 
to be the largest British investment in the 
USA for many years. 


BUILDERS’ HARDWARE 


* Messrs. Desco Engineering Supply Co., 
GPO Box 564, Montreal, Canada, are inter- 
ested in receiving direct from UK manufac- 
turers quotations and type-samples for 
builders’ hardware, including door and win- 
dow fittings, taps, shower sets and towel 
hooks. 

Firms interested in this inquiry should 
write to the Canadian company by air mail 
giving details of their offers and quoting cif 
prices in Canadian dollars. Telephone 
inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext. 776, quoting 
ref. ESB/2318/54. 


ASSISTANCE TO ETHIOPIA 


Under an agreement for technical assist- 
ance signed by Sweden and Ethiopia in 
Addis Ababa on Qctober 13, a Swedish- 
Ethiopian Institute for the teaching of 
building technology is to be established for 
150 students at Addis Ababa. The planned 
courses of instruction are designed to enable 
students to qualify as construction engineers 
after four years’ theoretical training and one 
year’s practice. Complementary to this 
course, Sweden will receive up to 15 
Ethiopian scholarship students for training 
at Swedish technical schools. Mr. I. Eknor, 
a Swedish architect, who ‘Ras been in 
Ethiopia since 1946 in the service of the 
Ethiopian Government, has been appointed 
director of the institute. 


CEMENT SUPPLIES, S. AFRICA 


The National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers in South Africa, ‘at its 
congress held in Durban, sent telegrams to 
the Ministers of Transport and of Economic 
Affairs, asking them to allow cement imports 
into the Union. It was stated that the 
shortages in Natal, the Western Province, 
the Cape and generally in coastal areas was 
acute, and that some building would have 
to shut down failing increased supplies. 

The cement makers’ view is that generally 
there is a sufficiency of cemer¢ being manu- 
factured in the country but that local dis- 
tribution is difficult and the railways are 
inadequate. The makers would not oppose 
a move such as suggested, but in view of 
the fact that production and distribution 
of cement is normally nearly in equilibrium, 
and that 4,000,000 extra pockets of cement 
(a pocket equals 94 Ib.) will become avail- 
able early next year, they feel that addi- 
tional plant does not need to be laid down 
at this stage. The industry does not accept 
this view of the state of things, it is fair 
to say, and would welcome imports. 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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T-PANEL LIGHTWEIGHT 
OF BATTERY GARAGES 


A BATTERY OF FIVE GARAGES 
ERECTED FOR WESTON-SUPER-MARE 
RESIDENTIAL FLATS LTD. 


Architects : Fry, Paterson and Jones. 
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CONCRETE UNIT CONSTRUCTION 
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This battery of five garages was erected in five days at Weston- 
super-Mare by a Woolaway building team. 

Being space saving, fireproof and of a very neat appearance, 
these garages are favourably regarded by property owners and local 
authorities all over the country. T-panel garages need little or no 
maintenance and last a lifetime. The dimensions of each garage 
are length, 16 ft. 104 in. overall; width 9 ft. centres; height 6 ft. 8 in. 
The garages are made of T-panel lightweight reinforced concrete 
units which are easy to handle, waterproof, and give a high degree of 
thermal insulation. The units are bolted together with rust-proofed 
steel bolts. Joints between panels are sealed with weatherproof 
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mastic compound. Roofing is asbestos cement sheeting on precast 
concrete roof beams. The “* Welrise ’’ door is made of swaged light 
alloy on a steel frame. It is light, yet strong, and so balanced that 
without the use of springs it can be opened or closed with one finger. 
The door, which can be locked, is weatherproof, slides up under 


roof beams when open, leaving an unobstructed entrance. 


Woolaway are able to supply and erect complete T-Panel Battery 
Garages anywhere in England and Wales, and are always glad to 
send quotations and information. They maintain a sufficient stock of 
units which enable them to fulfil orders with a minimum of delay. 


Please write to Contracts Department, 
WOOLAWAY CONSTRUCTIONS 
Head & Registered Office : 
11, CANON STREET, TAUNTON, SOMERSET. TAUNTON 
Works at Bridport, Dorset, and Pontyclun, Glam. 
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Architect: Henry Tanner, Esq, F.RIBA. No. 3 in a series of Ford & Walton’s famous buildings 
This handsome building, originally built by Ford & Walton Ltd. as luxury 
service flats in London's famous Berkeley Square, is typical of their fine work 
in this field. The services of Ford & Walton Ltd. are always available 
to anyone considering the building of factories, flats, shops, offices or any 
construction project. Finance is provided in suitable circumstances. 


Ford & Walton Ltd 


ESTABLISHED OVER HALF A CENTURY 
Offices: 3 Buckingham Palace Gardens, London, $.W.1 — SLOane~0630/0639 = Works: Warton Road, Stratford, London, E.15 
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Canongate Restoration Plans 


[DETAILED plans by Mr. Robert Hurd, 

FRIAS, for the reconstruction of the 
Chessels-court area of the Canongate were 
approved on October 26 at a meeting of the 
Housing Committee of Edinburgh Town 
Council. 

Chessels-court, which stands behind the 
south frontage of the Canongate, opposite 
Morocco-land, contains what was formerly 
the Exe¢ise Office. 

The reconstruction and redevelopment of 
the area.is to be carried out in three sections, 
and one of its outstanding features will be 
an arcade opening from the Canongate to 
the gardens in the court. 

Included in the first section is property 
under the ownership of the Corporation at 
Nos. 248, 254, 256 and 262 Canongate, and, 
because of its dangerous condition, the top 
floor of this property is to be demolished. 

A warehouse, church hall, and subjects at 
4 and 6 Piries-close will be demolished to 
provide a permanent access road to the 
whole of the area and also to provide suffi- 
cient light and air for the new houses. 

The property affected by the second sec- 
tion of the plan is at 8 Piries-close and at 
6 to 18 Chessels-court, which dates from 
about 1746. 

The third section includes the remainder 
of the existing buildings in the area, Nos. 
210 to 244 Canongate. Nos. 236 to 244 are 
to be retained and reconstructed. Nos. 210 
to 234 are to be demolished and replaced by 
a new block. It will be this new building 
which will contain the arcade. 


Clyde Tunnel 


Gtascow Highways Committee has 
approved plans for preparatory work on the 
Whiteinch-Linthouse tunnel under the Clyde. 
It is understood that the first year will in- 
volve expenditure of £898,096; the second 
yeaf will need £1,020,200; the third year 
£741,854; and the fourth £527,850. In three- 
and-a-half years completion of one tunnel 
and the twin approaches is anticipated, to- 
gether with all the ancillary works. 


Factory at East Kilbride 


Work has begun on site preparation of 
the 200,000 sq. ft. factory at East Kilbride 
for Sunbeam Electrics, Ltd. This large new 
factory is the result of negotiations between 
the company and the Scottish Office, Scottish 
Industrial Estates, the Board of Trade and 
the East Kilbride Development Corpora- 
tion. The factory, which will cost 14m., will 
be one of the largest and most modern of its 
kind in Britain and will manufacture the 
range of domestic electrical appliances pro- 
duced in the parent factory at Chicago. 


Glasgow’s Overspill 

GOVERNMENT proposals for a “ co-opera- 
tive effort” in the building of a new town at 
Cumbernauld, to house 80,000 of Glasgow’s 
overspill population, are to be submitted in 
writing to Glasgow Corporation by the 
Secretary of State for Scotland. This was 
decided following a meeting between repre- 
sentatives of the municipality and Mr. James 
Stuart. 

On the receipt of the proposals the cor- 
poration has agreed to give the matter the 
earliest possible consideration. 
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Alterations to Princes-street 


EDINBURGH CORPORATION is seriously con- 
cerned about the changing character of 
Princes Street, and the Planning Committee 
have decided that the problem of Princes 
Street development should be discussed with 
the Secretary of State for Scotland in re- 
spect of his statutory planning responsi- 
bilities. 

They have agreed that the question of 
general principles for guiding the develop- 
ment or re-development of the Princes Street 


area “was a matter on which the Corpora- 


tion should have the benefit of informed 
advice from widely known sources com- 
manding the highest respect and public 
confidence.” 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Edinburgh.—Edinburgh Planning Committee has 
approved alterations to Messrs. Littlewoods’ premises 
in Princes-st. Licences to carry out the work will be 
in the region of £350,000, and the scheme wil! take 
two years to complete. The architects are’ Keppie 
Henderson and Gleave (F&A), 196, West Regent-st.. 
Glasgow. It will consist of seven floors including a 
basement and will comprise shop premises, warehouses 
and offices. 

Edinburgh.—James Calder & Co., Ltd., brewers, 
Whins-rd., Alloa, have been granted interim warrant 
by Dean of Guild Court for the construction of a 
bottling store, at an approximate cost of £25,000, at 
Sighthill industrial estate. 

Edinburgh.—St. Cuthbert’s Co-operative Associa- 
tion, Ltd., have been granted warrant to erect shops 
and stores at Comely Bank-rd. at a cost of £15,000. 

Edinburgh.—Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd., have been 
granted warrant to erect an extension to a transformer 
shop at their East Pilton Works at a cost of £17,500. 

Edinburgh.—Warrant has recently been granted to 
Messrs. Marks and Spencers by the Dean of Guild 
Court for the reconstruction of the cinema property 
at 54, 55 and ‘6. Prinees-st as a departmental store. 
The scheme will cost £300,000. 

Forfarshire.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for new machine too! buildings 
(to be erected at an estimated cost of £20,000) at 
their Brechin factory at East Hill-rd. by the Coventry 
Gauge and Tool Co., Ltd. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions at 123-145, North-st., Charing 
Cross, for Messrs. S. Smith & Sons (England), Ltd., 
Cricklewood, London. The architects are T. P. 
Bennett & Sons, 43, Bloomsbury-sq., London. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
warehouse buildings which are to be erected at The 
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TIMBER FLUID 





NO BETTER PRODUCT ON SALE TODAY 
Rentokil Timber Fluid kills beetle,egg and grub 
and successfully prevents all future attack. Use 
the proven insecticide and be free of wood- 
worm. For specialist advice or identification of 
specimens, call or ‘phone 

Woodworm and Dry Rot Centre (B), 

23, Bedford Square, London, W.C.1. 

Telephone: LANgham 5455/6. 

RENTOKIL LTD., FETCHAM, LEATHERHEAD, SURREY 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FPOLLowinG are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year Craftsman’s rate. 44 “re 

s. le 
Ist t ub deg 41 3 
2nd .. 34 55 0 
3rd <a ae 82 6 
4th .. 663 110 0 
Sth x eae 13 9 
For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft tions (at end of s. d. 
probationary periods Se oe es ae 
Operatives on labouring | N peae (at 
end of probationary period) wa oo - e 











Cyproc Wharf, the designs being by the staff of 
Messrs. Cyproc Products, Ltd., Westfield, Upper 
Shinglewell-rd., Gravesend. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
Catholic Archdiocese of Glasgow’s new_church build- 
ings to be erected at Kinfauns-drive. The architects 
are Messrs. Reginald Fairlie & Ptnrs. (F&A), 7, 
Ainslie-pl., Westend, Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions at 164-168, Sauchiehall-st., for 
which the architects are the staff of Messrs. 4 
Woolworth & Co., Ltd., St. Martins Bank-bldgs., 
Water-st:, Liverpool. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions for C. H., Ltd., 62, Hanover-st., 
Edinburgh. The architect is William Patterson (F), 
12, Clifford-st., Paisley Road-west, Govan, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for extensions and additions to 
be erected at 252-258, West Muir-st. by Messrs. 
Robert T. Ritchie & Co., Ltd., Parkhead, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
public school (to be erected at an estimated cost of 
approximately £129,000). The architeets are Messrs. 
George Boswell, Mitchell & Ptnrs. (F&A), Blythswood- 
sq., West George-st., Glasgow. . 

Glasgow.—Corpn. is to make representations to the 
Secretary of State for Scotland fot warrant to erect 
a new sec. sch. at Fleurs-ave. The architect is John 
Macnab (F), Education Offices, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans have been prepared by their own 
staff of designers for new extension, additions and 
alterations at the Caledonian Foundry, Trafaigar-st., 
by Messrs. Rankine & Blackmore, Ltd., The Eagle 
Marine Engineering Works, Arthur-st., Dellingbura, 
Greenock. 

Hamilton.—Corpn. have had plans prepared and 
approved for the 4th dev. of the Udston-Hillhouse 
housing scheme. The Council A is George Allison, 
Master of ag Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Cadzow- 
st., Hamilton West. ; 

Inverness-shire.—CC has plans in hand for a scheme 
of houses for the Isle of Skye, which will be erected 
at the Edinbane housing site. The architect is 
Alexander Cullen (F), County-bldgs., Inverness Castle, 
Inverness. 7 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for alterations and 
additions to be carried out at the Tollcross Bank by 
their own staff of architects for the Commercial Bank 
of Scotland, Ltd., 18, George-st., St. Andrew’s-sq., 
Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
houses at the Arden Farm development scheme, 
Thornliebank. The architect is J. Austin Bent (A), 
15, Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edinburgh. _ 

Netherton.—Lanarkshire CC has plans in hand for 
the 2nd dev. of the Netherton-rd. housing scheme, 
consisting of 44 houses. The architect is Samuel 
MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton 
West. 

Paisley.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
corpn.’s latest scheme of 144 houses to be erected at a 
Renfrewshire site at Glenburn. The architect is John 
Macgregor (F), Municipal Offices, Moss-st., County- 
sq., Paisley. . 

Perth.—Plans in hand for four-storey block of 20 
houses which will be erected at Cross-st. housing site. 
The Corpn. A is John Penman (F), Municipal-bidgs., 
Tay-st., Perth. x 

Prestonpans.—East Lothian CC has plans in hand 
for 50 houses. The Council A is’ D. Livingstone, 
County-bldgs., Haddington. 

Selkirk.—Plans are to be prepared for the corpn.’s 
4th dev. of the Banniefield housing scheme, consisting 
of 34 houses in blocks. The Council A is Thomas 
Beattie (MInstCE), Master of Works Selkirk. 

Stirling.—Corpn. has decided to proceed with the 
preparation of plans for scheme 3 of rehousing at the 
Baker-st. housing site. The Council A is Alexander 
Smith (A), Old Infirmary-bidgs., Spittal-st., Stirling. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared and approved for a 
scheme of 36 houses to be erected at King-st. The 
Council A is William Gibson (F), Housing Offices, 
The West Bridge, Falkirk. 








762 


ALL-INDIA MEDICAL 
INSTITUTE, DELHI 


(Continued from page 742.) 


which requires careful checking of grad- 
ing, batching and placing would be 
recommended. 

Twin columns will be introduced at 
lengths not exceeding 60 ft. to allow for 
expansion joints and to counteract wind 
and sway movement. Vertical expansion 
as may be required to teaching and ana- 
tomy blocks and elsewhere as necessary 
within maximum permitted heights will be 
made possible in so far as reinforcement 
to stanchions will be turned down over 
roofs and covered pending new connec- 
tions becoming necessary. All roof levels 
existing at lower than maximum height 
should be designed for floor loading to 
permit of future expansion and direct 
use. 

Floors.—Floors generally of hollow 
tile construction cantilevered and exposed 
to form horizontal sun breaks with pre- 
cast vertical concrete fins supported and 
fixed thereto as indicated. 

Walls.—Wall cladding in two. thick- 
nesses confined to external tripartite 
panels within 19ft. 6in. unit panels 
contained within special section precast 
frame allowing for interchangeable 
fenestration and infilling panels where 
necessary, particularly on north eleva- 
tions where, to avoid undue monotony, 
to be constructed of brick and/or pre- 
fabricated concrete slabs with vari- 
coloured aggregate exposed and care- 
fully grouped and arranged in abstract 

attern. Allowing for insulation, the 
inner face would be constructed of light- 
weight breeze slabs set in line with inner 
face stanchions and beams. Structural 
gable walls facing west, cement rendered 
and coloured washed. 

Stairs—Stairs generally of reinforced 
concrete in situ construction having 11 in. 
tread with splayed risers and finished 
non-slip rendered cement surface. 

Roefs.—Insulated roof construction 
composed of layer of glass silk imme- 
diately over structural slab with water- 
proof membrane between this and foamed 
concrete laid below top course; cement 
tiles set on and jointed in bitumastic solu- 
tion and exposed surface whitened. 

Internal _ Finishings: walls and 
ceilings——Generally to hospital and 
treatment rooms and out-patients depart- 
ments, hard plastered wall and ceiling 
surfaces painted in light colours. Else- 
where to teaching, etc., sprayed distemper 
finish direct on partitions and rendered 
ceilings. Where brick work occurs 
internally this may be left fair face in 
conjunction with complementary 
decorated partition walls. 

Floors.—Generally throughout grano- 
lithic finish with high-grade finish to 
theatre floors. Cove skirtings, 
block floors to selected units, including 
assembly hall, for social activities. 

Insulation Methods for providing 
for ultimate effective insulation of the 
building would, when dir conditioned, 
require walls to have thermal transmit- 
tance U = -2 approximately. 

Elevations.—Horizontal and_ vertical 
sunbreakers have been introduced 
elevationally, as orientation has deter- 
mined and established, and in relation to 
the sun diagram. 

Cost.—The approximate total cost of 
the scheme is £1,265,000. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered p 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Kilburn & Langley, Ltd. (536971.) Regd. Aug 16, 
mnfrs. of natural and artificial stone, cement, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £50,000. Dirs.: To be appointed. Subs.: 
H. A. Southwell and A. C. Spriggs, 7, Arundel-st., 
wc2. 

Richard Lonsdale-Hands, Ltd. (536941.) Regd. 
Aug. 14, Commonwealth House, WC1, industrial and 
non-industrial designers, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 
Dirs.: F. R. de P. eeeaere ments a Mrs. H. A. 
Lonsdale-Hands, 68, a eet’ 

Crete Products, Ltd. (53 6946.) i) Aug. 14, 
Newbury-rd., Enham Arch. Andover, concrete block 
mnfrs., sand and ballast mchts., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£100. Dir.: P. Singer, 4, Newbury-st., Andover. 

Midland Track Makers, Ltd. (536920.) Regd. 
Aug. 14, distributors of tractors, track vehicles and 
all types of earth-moving machinery, etc. Nom. cap.: 

10,000. Dirs.: To be appointed. Subs.: G. P. G. 
McNair and P.-J. Andrews, 5, Thavies Inn, ECl. 
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R. S. White, Ltd. amigas oy Aug. 14, pt ap 
Clayhill-ave., Ilford, Essex, plumbers, ae 
liom. cap.: £100. Digs: 


and ventilating engrs. a etc. 
. I. F. White, 2, Mellows-rd., 


hite a 
Ilion, Essex. 

Manag, Ltd. (586937.) Regd. Aug. 14, 5, White- 
ladies-rd., Clifton, Bristol, mnfg. agents in industrial, 
structural, architectural and civil engineering, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: L. D. Urquhart-White, 8, 
Herlovgt. Clifton, Bristol. 

Paspar Products, Ltd. (536939.) Regd. Aug. 14, 
Arcadia Works, Arcadia-ave. » N3, bldg. contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: F. J. Bent, 107, 
Hornsey-la., N6. 

S.M. Constructions, Ltd. (536980.) Regd. Aug. 16, 
bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: To be 
appointed. Subs.: J. W. Payne, Hillcrest, Keswick- 
rd., Gt. Bookham, Surrey; N. H. Tree, 108, Conway- 
rd., Southgate, N14. 

Southdown Television Services, Ltd. (536981.) 
Regd. Aug. 16, 126 Bishopsgate, EC2. Nom. cap.: 
£500. Dir.: J. Berack, 301, Ambhurst-rd., N16. 

Veronite Sales & Development Co., Ltd. (536985.) 
Regd. Aug. 16, —_— * a and concrete pro- 
ducts, etc. Nom 5,000. Dir.: F. J. Palmar, 
355-8, Grand- bidgs. is ee: wo2. ® 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


NOVEMBER 9. 

*+Cardiff City C.—Erection of Llanrumney sec. 
sch. for boys. L. C. Patterson FRICS, 11, Cathedral- 
rd., Cardiff. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tWimbledon BC.—Six elderly persons’ dwellings at 
Lancaster-rd., SW19. BE&S: Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 12. 
*+Bucks CC.—Schoo!, Princes Risborough. County 
A, Aylesbury. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by January 10, 
1955. 


*tCoventry Corpn.—Construction of Fletchamstead 
Highway Unit factories. City A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by December 3. 

*Newmarket UDC.—32 houses, Valley-way, Houlds- 
worth Valley estate. P. D. Lees, architect, Council 
Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Northampton CBC.—Erection of Eastfield infants’ 
sch. Chief Educ. Officer. 


NOVEMBER 15. 


*tEast Sussex CC.—Phase I, Lewes technical college. 
County A, Lewes. Tenders by December 

















VENEERED BOARD 


The robust structural 
material for all types 
of fabrication. 


“HANDY PANELS 


For renovating existing 
tables and counters. 


PLASTICS 

are made for the job in 
a full range of patterns. 
Write for your copy of: 
“Installing Warerite 
Laminated Plastics’’. 





WARERITE LIMITED WARE - HERTS 


WAS 


*Middlewich UDC.—20 houses, Queen’s-dr., Chad- 
wick Fields estate, and 8 er on 


R. J. B. Wilkinson, Victoria-bldgs. £3 3s. 


NOVEMBER 18. 

*t+Chislehurst and Sidcup UDC.—24 flats, Elmstead- 
la. and Chislehurst-rd.; 10 flats at Palm-ave. ., Foots- 
cray. T. W. Fagg, Clerk. Dep. £2 2s. each. 

*+tHove BC.—Pavilion on Aldrington rec. ground. 
BS. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by December 20. 

*Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Erection of 22 garages. 


Boro’ A. 
NOVEMBER 19. 
*Ploughley RDC.—6 houses, Stratton Audley. 
C. Wigney, Clerk, Waverley House, Bicester. 
Dep. £2. 


*+Wanstead and Woodford BC.—60 flats and nine 
garages at Chigwell-rd., Woodford. Messrs. Tooley 
& Foster, Midland Bank-chbrs., Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 

*+Wanstead and Woodford BC.—Four houses in 
High-rd., Woodford Bridge.. Messrs. Tooley & 
Foster, Midland Bank-chbrs., Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 

NOVEMBER 20. 

*Coventry Corpn.—Civic theatre. City A, Bull-yd. 

*tSwansea CBC.—Erection of Mynyddbach County 
Sec. Sch. for Girls, Swansea. Boro’ A. Dep. £5 5s. 

NOVEMBER 25. 

*Glasgow Corpn.—Eight shops and 8 maisonettes, 
Summerhill-rd., Drumchapel. Architectural and Plan- 
ning Dept., 20, Trongate, Glasgow. 

NOVEMBER 27. 

*+Swansea CBC.—New workshops at Tech. College. 
Boro’ A. Dep. £5. 

*tSwansea CBC. —Science laboratory at Danygraig 
Sec. ‘Mod. Sch. Boro’ A. Dep.* £2. 

DECEMBER 1. 

*New Sarum City C.—34 houses on Primrose estate, 

Salisbury. CE. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 3. 

*Cardiff City C.—Erection of Heol Hir Sec. Sch. 
for “et Llanishen. Messrs. E. R. Budgen & Ptnrs., 
117, St. Mary-st., Cardiff. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Sunderland CBC.—Police section box and flat at 
Wheat Sheaf. A. Dep. S. 

ECEMBER 10. 

“Sasttnibenen-deee BC.—Public convenience with 
two flats at Waterside. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s 

DECEMBER 13. 

*Cuckfield RDC.—Ten dwellings at 

Essex. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 14, 
*Lindsey CC.—Steel-framed three-storey block for 
North ——— ~~ College, Kingsway, Scunthorpe. 
Pp 


Pyecombe, 


“County A 


NO DATE. 
*Oxfordshire CC.—Three new schools. 


County A 
Park End-st. Offices, Oxford. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 12. 
*+Huntingdonshire CC.—Precast concrete flooring 
and roofing beams, composition tile flooring, built-up 
felt roofing, metal windows and doors, heating and 
hot water installation, electrical installation, grass 
playing areas for sec. mod. sch. at Huntingdon. 


County 
NOVEMBER 15. 
*tHayes and Harlington UDC.—Additional lavatory 
accommodation, Yeading prim. sch., Hayes. E&S. 


NOVEMBER 23. 
*Chesham UDC.—Modernisation of 21 houses. 
L. D. Saturley, Housing Manager. Dep. £1 1s. 
NOVEMBER 25. 


*Dagenham BC.—Central heating system at Valence 
House, Becontree-ave. BE&S. 


. 














Novemt 











0. Dirs.: 
ellows-rd., 
5, White- 
industrial, 
ring, etc. 
‘White, 8, 


Aug. 14, 
yntractors, 
sent, 107, 


Aug. 16, 

To be 
Keswick- 
_ Conway- 


(536981.) 
om. cap.: 


6. 

(536985.) 
crete pro- 
. Palmar, 


r., Chad- 
andra-rd. 
3 3s. 


3lmstead- 

., Foots- 

ach. 
ground. 


garages. 
Audley. 
Bicester. 
and nine 
. Tooley 
Hl, Essex. 
ouses in 


ypoley & 
, Essex. 


Bull-yd. 
| County 
». £5 5s. 


sonettes, 
nd Plan- 


College. 


anygraig 
e estate, 


ec. Sch. 
, Ptnrs., 


flat at 
ice with 


‘combe, 


ck for 
thorpe. 


nty A, 


NG, 


looring 
uilt-up 
ig and 

grass 
ngdon. 


vatory 
&S. 


1louseé. 
S. 


lalence 


November 5 1954 











THE BUILDER 









THAMES 


proved when time presses and conditions are at their worst. 
Whatever the job, whatever the kind of load, Thames provides 
the sturdy power and dependable economy you want. You can 
choose the engine which best suits your requirements — the 


powerful, 85 b.h.p. V-8 Petrol engine or the P.6 Six-cylinder 


diesel, both proved over millions of miles throughout the world. 


TH 


ALWAYS 
ON 
THE JOB 





OY A¢POINTMENT MOTOR 
VEWICLE MANUFACTURERS 10 
TWE LATE KING GEORGE WI 


FORD MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED 








take te! 


Tue SUPERIORITY of Thames heavy-duty 4 and 5-Ton Trucks is 


DAGENHAM 
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ample of Italianized zinc roofing applied to a vice 
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_ From roof to foundation, zinc has vitally ot alter 
important uses in contemporary building — “Lambs 
for gutters, pipes, weatherings, flashings and dwvalings 
hoods. And there are now no restrictions on 
its use. Supplies are plentiful, and likely to 
remain so. Wemb 
The price of zinc has dropped consider- : ? Kenton, 
ably, and it is now one of the cheapest -— | recomm 
permanent materials. ay 
_ The Zinc Development Association is — 
always prepared to give technical help to Bounds 
potential users. Publications, together with 
lists of stockists of all zinc building materials 
and of firms specialising in zinc work, are 
freely available. 
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NOVEMBER 27. 
*Edmorton BC.—Ventilating equipment, refuse de- 
structor. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 29. 
*Beckenham B.C.—Lavatories, etc., ‘‘ Harvington,”’ 
South Eden Park-rd. BE&S. Dep. £2. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
DECEMBER 13. 
*Manchester City C.—Extensions to Davyhulme 


Sewage Works (steel structures, solemn. building 
materials, etc.).. City Surveyor. Dep. £1 1 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 
Dagenham.—SHOWROOMS AND SHops.—BC have 
approved the use af land at High-rd., Chadwell 
Heath, by Samata Settled Estates, Ltd., for the erec- 


tioz of showrooms and shops. 

Pbagenham.—Sports PaviLion.—By-law permission 
has been granted to the erection of a sports pavilion 
in Forest-rd., proposed by the London Transport 
Executive, 55, Broadway, SW1. 

Dagenham. FACTORY. —Proposals by Messrs. P. 
Shaneia, Ltd., for the erection of a factory building 
at Hainault Industrial Estate have been given by-law 
approva 

Mg ag —MaIN OFFICE EXTENSIONS.—TP con- 

has been given to proposals by S. Williams & 
ly Ltd., for the extension of their main office 
bui'ding at Dagenham Dock. 

agenham.—Dock BUILDING.—Proposals by Briggs 
Mctor Bodies, Ltd., 26, Old Brompton-rd., SW7, for 
the erection of a shipping dock building at their main 
plant in Chequers-la. have received TP consent. 

Dagenham.—SuHops.—The erection of shops with 
jiving accommodation over on a site in Dagenham-rd., 
roposed by Evans Bros. (Romford), Ltd., 98, Dagen- 
am-rd., has been given by-law permission. 

Dulwich.—SEcoNDARY SCHOOL.—MH&LG has given 
planning permission to proposals by LCC Ed. Com. 
7 the erection of a county secondary school for about: 

1,400 boys on a S4-acre site at Red Post Hill, to be 
constructed generally of reinforced concrete and brick, 
at an estimated cost of £430,330 

Fleet Street.—Orrice BLocK.—Proposals have been 
made by Jack Rose & Co., surveyors, 14, Dover-st., 
Piccadilly, W1, for the erection of a modern four- 
storey building, with a gross floor area of 32,000 sq. 
ft. on the site of Nos. 4-8, East Harding-st., off 
Fetter-la., Fleet-st., EC4. Planning permission has 
been received for its use either as offices or printing 
works or a combination of both. Plans have there- 
fore been prepared for two different buildings, either 
to be of brick and concrete construction. 

Islington.—SitE DeEVELOPMENT.—The development 
as an extension to the Chillingwonte-rd. site of an 
adjoining site of one acre has been recommended by 
Hsg. Com. The site is capable of development by 
= a of 50 two-room flats in two three-storey 
ocks 

Kensington.—Susways.—LCC TP Com, propose the 
construction of three pedestrian subways beneath the 
Cromwell-rd. extension estate. Two will be at 
Macbeth-st. and Black Lion-la.; the third at Latymer 
Upper School. Total estimated cost, £64,000. 

Lambeth.—Fiats.—BC have approved plans pre- 
pared by Co-operative Planning, Ltd., for the erection 
of 200 flats on a S-acre estate in Lambeth in blocks 
of alternately nine-storey and four-storey heights at 
an estimated cost of £250,000. 

Lambeth.—O_p PropLe’s DweLLIncs.—LCC Hsg. 
Com. propose to build five single-storey one-room 
dwellings for old people at the Tulse Hill estate. 

Lewisham.—SitE DEVELOPMENT.—Hsg. Com. have 
recommended the acquisition, clearance and develop- 
ment of a 34-acre site at Derby Hill. e site is 
capable of development by the erection of 75 dwell- 
ings. 

Wembley.—Fiats.—Scheme for the building of nine 
flats in a T-shaped block on the Gooseacre-la. site, 
Kenton, has been approved in principle by Hsg. Com. 

Westminster.—SECONDARY SCHOOL.—LCC Ed. Com. 
recommend LCC’s approval of the rebuilding of St. 
Michael’s CE secondary school for 450 pupils on a 
site between Whitaker-st. and Graham-ter., at an 
estimated cost of £162,925. 

Wood Green.—REDEVELOPMENT.—Proposals have 
been made by MBC and Middlesex CC for the clear- 
ance of an area bounded by High-rd., Trinity-dr., 
Bounds Green-rd. and Nightingale-rd., and its re- 
development by the erection of blocks of flats. A 
factory site, to which the various industrial concerns 
would be transferred, has been acquired near the 
junction of Bounds Green-rd. and Pinkham-way. The 
scheme is proposed to be carried out in four stages 
over 25 years.—BC also plan to erect on the site of 
the Fishmongers’ Almshouses, Jolly Butchers’ Hill, 
immediately adjacent to the Clearance area, a new 
civic centre with municipal offices, a concert hall, 
assembly hall and public library. MH&LG approval 
has been given to Stage 1, estimated cost, £300,000, 
and work is expected to begin by March, 1955. 

Wood Green.—F.ats.—BE is to submit a layout to 
MH&LG of the proposed development of a site at 
the rear of Crescent-rise and Albert-rd. by the erec- 
tion of 18 flats in two blocks. BC’s approval has 
been given.—BE is also to negotiate with Middlesex 
CC regarding the erection of three flats on a site 
adjoining No. 217, Alexandra Park-rd. 


THE BUILDER 


Woolwich. — DEVELOPMENT. — Application to 
MH&LG has been made by the Commissioners of 
Crown Lands and MBC for permission to develop for 
housing purposes about 18 acres of land on the north 
side of Middle Park-ave. 

Woolwich.—Site Acguisition.—Development Com. 
recommend the acquisition, clearance and redevelop- 
ment of about 120 properties in and adjacent to the 
Greenlaw-pl. clearance area, in the St. Mary’s re- 
development area. 

Woolwich.—FLats AND Houses.—MBC are recom- 
mended to approve plans prepared by BE for the 
erection of 34 houses and 42 flats on a site bounded 
by Bostall Hill, Bostall-la., Bevan-rd. and Rochdale- 
rd., at an estimated cost of £148,698. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Amble.—Vaux & Assoc. Breweries, Ltd., The 
Brewery, Sunderland, propose licensed ere on 
Links awe. 

ell.—UDC propose erection of 52 houses at 
Sealenal. estate. 

Barnsley.—TC approved in principle ——— of 
cold storage facilities at Abattoir, £26,750 e 

Barrow-in-Furness.—EC received Min. br for 
inclusion of scheme for extensions and adaptations to 
cty. gram. sch. for girls in 1955/6 programme, 
£53,600 est.—BC received approval for layout for 102 
dwellings at Margate-st. estate. Propose erection of 
shops at Lesh-la., Newbarns (South) hsg. estate. 

Bebington (ar. Liverpool).—Start to be made early 
next year on £58,000 council office block as stage 1 
of town hall project, which will include TA head- 
uarters, post-office, bank and tech. col. Architects, 

illink & Dod, of Liverpool. 

Birkenhead.—Boro’ A to prepare plans for 258 
houses at Woodchurch estate.—BC approved revised 
plans for additional wing to police headquarters, 
£40,000 est. (Architects, Willink & Dod, Cunard- 
bidgs., Liverpool.) To prepare detailed plans for ex- 
tensions to Landican Cemetery; invite tenders for war- 
damaged repairs and alterations at Woodchurch-rd. 
sch.; include in 1955 programme scheme for new 
fire stn. at Woodchurch.—EC to invite tenders for 
proposed Woodchurch sec. sch. for girls. 1955 
schools programme as follows:—Final instalment of 
Fender.cty. prim. sch. and Woodchurch sec. sch. for 


joys: 

Birmingham.—Plans for £200.000 swimming-bath 
in Station-rd., Stechford, being prepared by City A, 
A. G. Sheppard Fidler. Building to start next year, 
and new building will be first of four gala baths to 
be built by’ Corp. 

Birmingham.—BSA Co., Ltd., propose erection of 
research stn. at Mackadown and The Meadway. 
Architects, Hobbiss & Hobbiss, 36, Waterloo-st., Bir- 
mingham.— approved erection of 30 permanent 
shops around Curdale-rd. 

Birmingham.—TC approved erection of police stn., 
flats and garage at junction of Bradford-st., Broom- 
st. and Moseley-rd., £96,627 est.—Reg. Hospital Brd. 
approved scheme for further im poms to out- 
patients’ and ee dept. at Cross Hospital, 
Rugby, £10,000 est.; provision of yh and frac- 
ture unit and reconstruction of first and second 
floors at Coventry and Warwickshire Hospital, 
£308,972 est. 

Blackpool.—BC to prepare plans for erection of 
branch library on Mereside estate; to invite tenders 
from selected contractors for 81 dwellings at Mere- 
side; granted licences to R. Fielding & Son, Stanhope- 
rd., for erection of seven terrace houses at Red 
Bank-rd.; to invite tenders for eight shops with nine 
maisonettes over at Mereside 

Bolton.—TC approved shine for 51 dwellings off 
Bailey-la. estate. 

Brighouse.—BC approved plans, new street and lay- 
out for houses at Huddersfield-rd., for J. Jagger & 
Sons, Ltd.; two blocks of four houses at Matfield-gr, 


POLYTHENE 
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Bailiffe-gr., for F. P. Leach & Sons, Lid. BE to 
submit alternative plans for two blocks of four shops 
at Rastrick estate. 

Brighton.—TC to erect three-storey block of 18 
flats at corner Eastern-rd./Bristol-pl., to cost £30,500 
(est.).—TC to build 180 three-storey flats and 64 
houses to cost £387,000 (est.). 

Bromsgrove.—Worcs. EC to commence work in 
March, 1955, on erection of high sch. on site between 
Well-la. and Blackmore. 

Bromsgrove.—UDC proposé erection of 150 houses 
at Fox-la.—Worcs EC approved new College of FE, 
£119,000 est. Architects, Yorke, Rosenberg & Mar- 
dall, London; QS, Oswald A. Wainwright, Birming- 
ham; consulting structural E, Clarke, Nicholls & 
Marcell, London; consulting E for mechanical, elec- 
trical and heating services, Mr. A. J. Smith, London. 
—RDC approved plans: 113 houses at May, 
estate, for Taylors Settled Estates; 39 houses at Full- 
ford Hall estate, for Annol Builders, Ltd.; five at Lea 
Green-la., for P. J. Baker, 46 at Hollywood Farm 
estate, for Messrs. R. Kemp. 

Burnley.—EC received Min. approval for erection 
of assembly hall and additional classrooms at St. 
Augustine’s RC prim. sch.—BC to negotiate contract 
with Russell Bros., Wades House-rd., for additional 
houses at * Par Brunshaw estate. 

Burnopfield (Co. Durham).—Marshall & Tweedy, 
36, Blackett-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, architects for pro- 
posed £20,000 factory of 8,000 sq. ft., for Sturdy 
Electric Co. Scheme in early stages. 

Burnopfield (Co. Durham).—Pithead baths pro- 
posed at Burnopfield Colliery. NCB Architects’ Dept., 
Ashfield Towers, Gosforth, Northumberland. 

Carlisle.—EC seek loan £102,823 for Harraby sec. 
mod. sch. for boys.—Cumberland EC pens exten- 
sions to Carlisle and cty. high sch., £40,000 est.—TC 
to negotiate contracts with John Laing ’& Son, Ltd., 
Dalston-rd., for 28 bungalows at Belah, 68 at ‘Harra- 
by and 12 at Dobinson-rd.—Border Engineering Con- 
tractors, Ltd., propose erection of 38 houses at Cur- 
rock Mount and Beaumont-rd. 

Caterham.—UDC are recommended to acquire for 
housing purposes land on west side of Auckland-rd., 
also No. 14, Auckland-rd. 

Cheshire.—EC received approval for inclusion of 
following in 1955/6 schools programme:—Sale (East 
prim., £44,968 est.; Stalybridge jun. and Mi 
£44,968 est.; Macclesfield mod. boys, £103,150 est.; 
Neston mod. mixed, £103,150 est.; Runcorn ki 
mixed. £140,250 est.; and Northwich girls’ gram., 
£168,300 est.—New prim. sch. at Great Sutton, 
£51,392 est., and sec. gram. mixed sch. at Ellesmere 
Port, £224,400 est., included in reserve programme. 

Chesterfield.—TC received allocation of 300 houses 
for 1955.—Saltergate Methodist Church propose erec- 
tion of Sunday-sch. at Ulverston-rd., £13,000 est.— 
PC Council of Newbold Parish Church propose ex- 
tensions to church, £15,000 est. Architect, W. H. R. 
Blacking, 21, The-cl., Salisbury. 

Chester-le-Street.—RDC approved plans by Coat- 
ham Stob Estates, Ltd., for proposed brickworks at 
South Farm, Kibblesworth.—RD' proposes 227 
houses and bungalows at Birtley. F. Bowman, Estate 
Office, Birtley, Hsg. A. 

Coventry.—RC authorities propose erection of sch. 
at Potters Green. Architects, Hellberg & Harris, 
Coventry.—TC to negotiate contract with Gilbert 
Ash, Ltd., for erection of new building at Coundon 
Court sec. sch. 

Coventry.—TP Com. recommend that City C pro- 
ceed with scheme for erection of additional seven 
shops in Market-st. North, and apply for loan sanction 
£55,000 in respect of cost; also loan sanction £11,182 
for erection of “no fines” flats and 13 garages 
at various sites; and loan sanction £15,178 for erection 
of 77 dwellings at Willenhall neighbourhood unit. 

Cumberland.—EC plan new library at Maryport, 
cost £24,000. Cty. A, J. H. Haughan, Portland-sq., 
Carlisle. 

Darlington.—TC to convert ‘* Hollyhurst,’” Wood- 
land-rd., into old people’s home for 34 residents and 
three staff. —Contracts will be let for roof repair 
work, but main alterations to be done by direct 
labour.—TC to let contract for — of another 16 
houses on Springfield estate.—Boro’ E. A. Torn- 
bohm, to prepare revised scheme “Shep new Corn Ex- 
change. —TC received loan sanction £14,000 for erec- 
tion of shops on west front of covered market. 

Daventry. —RDC approved erection of 16 
persons’ bungalows at Long Buckby and eight at 
Weedon. 

Dewsbury.—BC approved plans, tanning extract 
building at Thornhill-rd., for Yorkshire Dyeware & 
Chemical Co., Ltd.; 10 ‘bungalows at Scarr End-la., 
Dewsbury Moor, for Bentley Building Co., Ltd.; 
sports pavilion and hall at Ings-la., for Thornhill 
Miners’ Welfare Com.—Sports pavilion at High-st., 
Dawegreen, for Isish National Club.—Sub-station at 
Mountain-cres., for Yorkshire Elec. Brd. 

Durham.—J. P. Chaplin, ARIBA, 4, The Close, 
Norwich, to prepare plans for joint crematorium to 
serve Durham city and surrounding local authorities. 

Durham.—Cordingley & McIntyre, The College, 
architects for proposed new wing at St. Hild’s 
College. 

Easington.—_RDC _ considering redevelopment of 
Cornwall clearance area; also planning erection of 
eight houses in Sunderland-rd., Horden; 42 houses in 
Smillie-rd., Horden; eight houses, Londonderry-ter., 
Easington; and 42 houses in Davis-ter., Easington.— 
MH&LG approved RDC’s plan for erection of 10 
houses on Hutton Henry site. R. R. Lumsden, S. 

Ellesmere (Salop).—UDC approved erection - 
police stn. at Grange-rd., near Railway Bridge, 
Salop CC. 
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Felling (Co. Durham).—G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
builders and contractors, Orchard House, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, leased land from UDC for private develop- 
ment.—U approved applications by Davison & 
Wood, Lid., J. Calder & Co. (Brewers), Lid., and 
Vaux '& Assoc. Breweries, Ltd., for sites for pro- 
ages licensed premises. al § prepared estimates 
‘or proposed new council depot and offices for hous- 
ing maintenance section. 

Fylde.—RDC approved erection of shops at Har- 
bour-la. estate, Warton. 

Gateshead.—Hunter’s Bakeries, Team Valley Trad- 
ing Estate, to extend their bakery. Architects, G. 
Gray & Partners, Great North-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Gateshead.—Arthur & Kirkup, architects, 13, Swin- 


burne-st., prepared plans for proposed alterations to 
Ravensworth Cinema.—Min. informed TC that prices 
for erection of 23 houses by direct labour at Foun- 


tain View were too high; tenders to be obtained for 
work.—TC instructed Winters, to prepare 
plans for proposed a PO pc ma bungalows near 
Chowdene Bank.—M eereves TC’s proposal 
to erect 15 houses — Suck eld estate by direct 
labour, cost £23,978.—BE been instructed to prepare 
detailed plans and estimates for £24,750 scheme for 
erection of central pavilion at Saltwell Park. Plan 
approved in principle by Min ‘C to erect canteen 
sculleries at St. Oswald’s RC sch., Wrekenton sch. 
| Bs ee abt rat Mss boys’ sch 

alesowen.—Worcs EC propose erection of day 
an special sch. at Feldon-la. site in 1955/6 pro- 
gramme 

Harrogate.—Simpson Bros. (Harrogate), Ltd., pro- 
pose 20 houses at Lancaster Park-rd. 

Hartlepool.—TC received Min. Permission to erect 
20 flats by direct labour on Clayton-st. site, at cost 
of £14,020.—Durham CC to erect family group home 
near 9 . , and plans being prepared by 
Cty. A, R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

Vieaied (Derbyshire).—PC Council propose erection 
< — hall at Hady estate (Rector, C. N. Laven- 
er). 

Hatfield.—Layout and plans of 369 terraced houses 
to be built by Dev. Corpn. have been approved. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC allocated 120 houses for 
erection next year, but has asked Min. to increase 
number.—Plans by J. M. Black, Ltd., builders, Glen- 
st., Hebburn, for erection of eight houses in St. 
John’s-ave. approved. 

Herefordshire.—Ed. Com. approved building of 
first instalment, cost £116,000, of permanent College 
of FE for city and county. Complete project will 
cost £411,000. The new college will be built at 
Broadlands. 

Hexham.—RDC to build 26 houses at 
Bridge; work likely to start next spring. 
W. Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-st., 
Tyne. 

Heywood.—BC to prepare revised layout for erec- 
tion of bungalows at Farm-st. 

Hoylake.—UDC propose erection of six houses at 
Marine Park, West Kirby. 

Hyde.—E. C. Byle & Co., Ltd., propose office 
block adjoining their premises at Church-st. Plans 
by A. Wych, 15, Hyde-rd., Denton. 

Keighley.—TC approved plans for eight houses at 
Westburn-ave., for H. Botomley; 18 bungalows at 
Grange-cres., Riddlesden; and 10 bungalows at Guard 
House estate. for TC: five houses and garages at 
Green Head-dr., for M. J. Liddell. 

Keighley.—Albert Fisher & Sons, Ltd., propose 
erection of warehouse between Sloe-st. and Market-st. 


Lancs.—EC approved inclusion of following minor 
projects in 1955/6 programme:—Two classrooms, 
Garstang proposed cty. sec.; biology laboratory, Lan- 
caster girls’ gram.; classrooms and adaptations, Dar- 
wen gram.; adaptations, Turton cty. inf.; classroom 
and handicraft room, Litherland cty. sec. for boys; 
adaptations, Ashton-in-Makerfield gram. (con- 
trolled); laboratory, classroom and sanitary accom- 
modation, Hindley and Abram gram. (controlled). 


_ Lancs.—EC approved est. cost £41,487 for erec- 
tion of Huyton-with-Roby day special sch. 

Leigh.—EC to prepare plans for central library to 
form part of proposed civic centre. 


Liverpool.—Corpn. are recommended. subject to 
MH and LG approval, to advance up to £15,000 to 
James Brown & Co., Ltd., for erection by that 
company of factory or works on land fronting 
Wareing-rd., Atherton-rd. and  Brookfield-dr. at 
Aintree Industrial Estate. Also £9,500 to Langham 
Engineering Co. (Liverpool), Ltd., for erection of 
buildings in Newstet-rd., Kirkby Industrial Estate.— 
City C to apply for oan sanction for erection of 
Cuckoo-la. secondary modern sch. (est. cost £151,520). 


Haydon 
Architects, 
Newcastle-on- 





Liverpool.—W. & R. Jacobs & Co., Ltd., Long- 
la., Fazackerley, propose extensions to factory. 
Architects, Ormrod & Banister, 49, Rodney-st.— 


Carrs Motors — erection of service stn. at Col- 
quitt-st. Architect, D. J. Lewis, Angel-bldgs., Dale- 
st., Liverpool. 

Liandudno.—RE Auth. propose sch. at rear of 
Rhuddlan-ave. Plans by P. & M. White, 50, Gran- 
ville House, Arundel-st., WC2.—UDC seek approval 
for erection of 54 flats and six houses at Maesdu. 

Lytham St. Annes.—BC approved site for confec- 
tionery works at Preston-rd., for E. W. Blonfield; 
plans for eight me bungalows at Osborne-rd.. 
Balmoral-rd., for H. V. Sharp. 

Macclesfield. poche tei EC included new sec. mod 
sch for boys at Broken Cross area in 1955/6 pro- 
gramme.—Min. approved scheme for alterations and 
additions to cty. gram. sch. for girls, £100,000 est. 

Manchester.—Kodak, Ltd., propose four-storéy ex- 
tension to photographic works on vacant site ad- 
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joining 63, Sackville-st. Architects, Matley, Brother- 
ton Mills, 39, Oxford-rd., Manchester.—Nettle 
Accessories, Ltd., Harper-rd., Northenden, propose 
extensions to offices at first floor level. ‘Architect, 
rr aay Frith, 1, North-rd., Audenshaw.—W. Timpson, 

Empiric House, Great Ducie-st. -» Propose third- 
Pen extension to existing boot and shoe warehouse. 
Plans by own architects’ me. 

Manchester.—Cohen & Winestock. Ltd.. propose 
extension to two-storey factory at New Bridge-st. and 
Dutton-st., Strangeways. Plans submitted by Leslie 
D. Clegg, Morgan & Co., Prudential-bidgs., Union- 
st., Oldham. 

Maansfield.—NCB propose extensions to Rufford 
Colliery Baths. Architects, Young & Purves, 12, St. 
Annes-sq., Manchester. —BC approved layout for 22 
houses on site 5B of Ladybrook estate; approved 
plans, alterations to existing buildings to form new 
offices at Berry Hill-la., for Coal Industrial Social 
Welfare Organisation. 

Meriden.—sScaffolding (Great Britain), Ltd., Coven- 
try-rd., Bickenhill, propose development of their pre- 


mises. 

Middlesbrough.—TC to obtain estimates for con- 
struction of joint crematorium at Middlesbrough. 
BE, J. A. Kenyon, Municipal-bldgs. 

Middlesbrough.—Corp. Children’s Com. proposes 
erecting three children’s homes next year at cost 

E, J. A. Kenyon. 

Middlesbrough.—S. Smith, Tadcaster Brewery Co., 
Ltd., Tadcaster, propose residential hotel at junction 
of Cambridge-rd. and Acklam-rd.—EC approved site 
of 78 acres east of Marton-rd. for proposed Prissick 
sec. schs; and IS-acres site near The Avenue, Ack- 
lam, for new sec. sch.—Sketch plans approved by 
MoE for proposed Berwick Hills Nos. 2 and 3 cty. 


prim. schs. Turner & Ing, 2, ewe. , Darlington, 
appointed QS, and Cairns & pres. § , Osborne-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, consultant E.—J. . Walton, J5t. 


Southfield-rd., architect for new pa in Woodland- 
rd., for St. Stéphen’s Church Council—R. “ se 
Jackson, St. Columbs, Guisborough, A for erection 
of additional storey at Tower House, Linthorpe-rd., 
for Wright & Co., Ltd.—Allen & Hill, Tankerville- 
ter., Newcastle-on-Tyne, spocinned Qs ‘for oposed 
Town Farm RC sec. sch. for EC. Cairns & Byles, 8, 
Osborne-rd., Newcastle, consultant E.—Fire Brigade 
Com. of TC a sews £10,000 scheme for additional 
storey at Mid meeoeouse Fire Station. Pa. A. 
Kenyon.—Elder & De Pierro, 80, Wimpole-st. ., Lon- 
don, WI, architects for proposed new wo for 
Middlesbrough Little Theatre, cost about £30, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Dryden & Shaw, Merket-st.. 
had plans approved for six private houses in Silver 
Lonnen.—Spence & Price, St. Mary’s-pl., architects 
for extensions to science block at Royal gram. sch. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—E. Jackson, Tyne-view, 
Lemington, prepared plans for ” proposed factory 
alterations in Fenkle-st., for Hindmarsh, Heppell & 
Bourn.—Plans by City’ A, 18, Cloth-market, for 
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groups of 23 houses and seven old people’s houses 
on Kenton North estate (group 7), and 19 old 
people’s houses on same estate (groups 8 and 9), 
have been approved.—City C received loan sanction 
for £14,087 for nine three-storey flats in Bucking- 
ham-st.; and £23,278 for police houses, etc., in Dun- 
holme-rd.—W Edwards & Partners, Eldon-pl., 
Newcastle, architects for sy ses three-storey park. 
ing garage in Fenkle-st., for ts (Newcastle), Ltd., 
College-ave., Newcastle. Only outline proposals so 
far approved; no definite plans decided. 

New (Salop) -—UDC to prepare layout for erec- 
tion of two- and three-bedroomed houses of terraced 
type on site at Vineyard-rd. 

Northampton.—TC seek loan £133, ‘. for 71 dwell. 
ings in central area.—J. A. Perkins & Co. (North- 
ampton), Ltd., propose factory on I}-acre site at 
Dallington Fields Industrial estate —W. W. Chamber. 
lain (Assoc. Companies), Ltd., Rushden, propose 
factory premises at corner Gladstone-rd. / Heathtield- 


way. 

Northumberland.—Pithead baths to be erected at 
Dudley Colliery and Horton Grange Colliery and 
similar schemes under consideration for Crofton Mill 
and Isabella pits. NCB Architects’ Dept., Ashfield 
Towers, Gosforth, Northumberland. 

Nottingham.—New factory planned for a five-acre 
site at Long Eaton by Wallis & Co. (Long Eaton), 
Ltd., as extension of present works in Nottingham- 
rd. Size of factory not yet decided. 

ury.—TIC approved plans for new office build- 
ing Py g rms .» for London Works (Barlows), 


Oldham.—BC propose erection of health centre at 
Holts aa. 

Oldham.—Trustees of Oldham Henshaw CoE Trust 
propose new jun. sch. at Wildmoor-ave., Holts 
estate. Architects, Leach, Rhodes & Walker. 90, 
Deansgate, Manchester. 

Penrith.—UDC approved plans for garage, show- 
room and service stn. in King-st., for Armstrong & 
Fleming, King-st.; and extensions to offices at Great 
Dockway, for R. D. Purdie &* Sons, plumbers, 
rapes. 

ces Risborough.—New secondary school costing 
£93°7 720 ti to be built next year. 

Prudh oe-on-Tyne.—UDC starting with develop- 
ment scheme at West Wylam for 660 houses, church, 
shops and community centre during next five years. 
— A, J. M. Angus, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle-on- 


Gcaenent (Yorks).—RDC approved plans by S for 
six houses at Gilling. 

Ryton-on-Tyne.—UDC 
acres of land for housing. 

Seaham.—UDC to | % shops on Westlea estate to 
plans “y A. M. Smith, S. 

South Shields.—Tyne Improvement Commission 
approved proposals by Middle Docks & Engineering 
Co., Ltd., for extending and reconstructing quay. 
E, Waterhouse & Rounthwaite, 165, Westmorland-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—Vaux & Assoc. Breweries, 
Ltd., Sunderland, applied for £14,000 building licence 
for new inn at South Stanley. A, M. Lawson, 
Barras-bldgs., Barras Bridge, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—UDC S, J. R. Heslop, to 
prepare plans and estimates for building houses by 
direct labour on land near Durham-rd. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—UDC seek loan sanction 
for £123,236 for erection of 100 ‘* Clinecon ’’ houses 
at Catchgate, and £36,097 for ee yo of roads 
and sewers to serve 206 houses. J. R. Hesl op, S. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—BC received approval to pro- 
posal to build public library in Durham-rd. Plans by 
Boro’ A 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Plans being prepared by Dryden 
& Shaw, 3, Skinnergate, Darlington, for rebuilding of 
Yarm-rd. Congregational Church. 

Stoke.—City A submitted detailed scheme for exten- 
sions to Town Hall at est. cost £70,500, and it was 
recommended by: Estates, Baths and Markets Com. 
that scheme be submitted to MH&LG for approval 
in principle. 

Stretford.—BC approved plans, 
welfare building at Ashburton-rd., for Massey-Harris- 
Ferguson, Ltd.; offices and warehouse at Warwick- 
rd. South, for Alfred Herbert, Ltd. 

Sunderland.—TC to sell site on Farringdon estate 
to Hendon Gospel Hall for oe 9 of church pre- 
mises.—Grimshaw, Leather & Co., , Thirlwell-rd., 
Southwick, to erect motor-car aia in Nor’ th 
Bridge-st. —-Plans by Newrick & Blackbell,° 58, John- 
st., for warehouse and garage in King-st., for R. R. 
Charman, Ltd., approved.—H. Fairclough, Ltd., pro- 
pose garage in Foyle-st. to plans by Newrick & Black- 

1l.—Stewart Bros., builders, Frederick-st., Sunder- 
land, to erect 10 houses in Hipsburn-dr. Plans by 
Ss Milburn & Partners, 9, Esplanade, for pro- 

osed X-ray department at Durham-rd. Children’s 

ospital, for Newcastle Hospital Brd. approved.—TC 
received loan sanction £33,652 for erection of aged 
persons’ home on Pennywell estate, and £17,446 for 
building four shops and flats on Thorney-cl. estate. 

Tipton.—Conex-Terna, Ltd., Whitehall-rd., Great 
Bridge, propose erection of factory adjoining exist- 
ing premises. Architects, Harrison & Tracey, 
County-chbrs., Corporation-st. ., Birmingham 2. 

Tynemouth.—Corp. Finance Com. approved in 
principle, proposals for erection of houses on land 
surrounding former Preston Colliery D. M. 
O’Herlihy, 16, Northumberland-sq., North Shields, BE. 

Walkden.—De Haviland Propellers, Ltd., propose 
conversions and extensions to recently purchased 
Lakefield Mill.—Lucozade, Ltd., propose new faetory. 
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The Perfect Combination .. . 


The best is often achieved only by a combination 
of two things. Such is the case with NACOFELT 
roofing where good material and skilled laying 
go hand in hand... where every curve, every 
angle and every detail is built-up as one unbroken 
surface by Neuchatel craftsmen. 

The proof of this perfect combination is to be 
seen on buildings all over the country. 


FOR FELT ROOFING-—SPECIFY 


(RAPTSVAN LAD 


BY NELCHNTEL 





SPECIALISTS FOR 80 YEARS IN ASPHALTE 
for Tanking, Flooring, Roofing and Roads and Approved 
Laying Contractors for Accotile Flooring. 


THE NEUCHATEL ASPHALTE COMPANY LTD == 
Vv 


58 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.I. TELEPHONE NO. OF CONTRACTING DEPARTMENTS: RENown 1321 
Branches: BELFAST * BIRMINGHAM + CARDIFF + EDINBURGH + FROME * GLASGOW * LEEDS 
MANCRESTER * NEWCASTLE + OFFHAM (KENT) * PLYMOUTH * PORTSMOUTH 














High-Class Joiner 
Flush Doors and 
Precision Woodwork 


4 
a 


R. CATTLE LIMITED 


(Established 70 years) 


+ 15. Everitt Rd., Chase Rd., North Acton, N.W..10 


Telephone: ELGAR 5411 (4 lines) 
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Walisend.—Application for industrial sites made to 
Corp. by George Angus & Co., Ltd., Neweastle-on- 
Tyne (10.2 acres); Sanderson, Townsend & Gilbert, 
Newcastle (five acres); and Stella Building Products, 
Ltd. €two acres). 

Wallsend.—TC approved building of 104 houses on 
Low Willington Farm estate, est. cost £127,165. Plans 
by BS, G. Teasdale. 

Wallsend.—TC approved plans for building of 
nurses’ home at Edwin-gr., Wallsend, By CC. Archi- 
teh C. C. Brown, Cty. A,,County Hall, Newcastle- 
on-iyne. 

Warrington.—Thames Board Mills, Ltd., propose 
further extension to premises, £5,000,000 est.— 
Loporte Chemicals, Ltd., propose extensions to fac- 
tory at Baronet-rd. Plans by own staff. 

Wednesbury.—TC to lease site at Portway-rd., to 
S, Horne & Sons, Ltd., Foster-st., Darlaston, for new 
factory. 

West Bromwich.—TC approved plans for factory 
and offices at Brandon-way, for Ready Bros. (West 
Bromwich), Ltd., Izans-rd. 

Wores.—EC approved sketch plans for two-form 
entry jun. sch. on Hasbury Farm site, £54,000 est. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisi 'p 

* Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Alcester.—Works for RDC:—32 houses at Bidford- 
on-Avon and four at Wixford: *A. Pearce & Sons 
(Building Contractors), Ltd., Victoria-st., Birming- 
ham, £43,680 and £5,600; 61 dwellings and siteworks 
at Conway estate: *Alcester Builders, Ltd., 31, High- 
st., Alcester, £83,396. 

Atcham.—36 houses at Hanwood site, for RDC: 
*Shutt & Co., Ltd., £45,689. 

Atherton.—Additional 84 houses for UDC: {G. & 
J. Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, nr. Bolton 

Barnsley.—108 dwellings at Athersley North estate, 
for TC:,*Direct Labour. 

Billericay.—18 houses, Pound-la. estate, Laindon, 
for UDC. S.: *C. H. Beckwith, Ltd., ‘‘ Coombes,” 
Stambridge-rd., Rochford, £24,590. 

Brighouse.—Six aged persons’ bungalows and eight 
single persons’ dwellings at Cain-la. estate, for BC: 
*Alfred Robinson & Sons (Builders & Contractors), 
Ltd., £6,350 and £5,700. 

Bromsgrove.—Four houses and two bungalows at 
Newbourne Hill, Rowney Green, for RDC: *D. Hob- 
day, Bromsgrove, £8,868. 

Bulwell.—Erection of licensed premises at Huck- 
nall-ela., for Home Brewery Co., Ltd.: *G. A. Pillact 
& Sons, Ltd., Quorn-rd., Nottingham. 

Burnley.—61 dwellings at Turf Moor estate, for 
BC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London. 

Darlington.—Erection of Arthur Pease cty. prim. 
sch., for CB. E. A. Tornbohm, ARIBA, AMTPI, 
Boro’ A: *R. Blackett & Son. Ltd.. Bondgate, Dar- 
lington, £38,202; heating and hot water installation: 
*E. Dixon Barker & Son, Ltd., Charles-st., West 
Hartlepool, £5,150 

Dover.—20 houses at Aycliffe estate, zc: 
*Groombridge & Binfield, Dover, £25,682. 

Dudley.—Factory at Stourbridge-rd., for Wards 
(Stourbridge), Ltd.: *B. & W. Builders, Ltd., Enville- 
st., Stourbridge. 

Dunbartonshire.—Erection of two schs. at Drum- 
chapel Sites. John MacNab, FRIBA, Education 
Offices, Bath-st., Glasgow, WC2: *The Bristol Aero- 
plane Co. (Building Division), Filton, Bristol (est. 
cost £120,000 each). 

East Kilbride.—Factory for Sunbeam Electric Co. 
(Chicago), Ltd. Wylie, Shanks & Wylie, architects, 
12, Claremont-gdns., Charing Cross, Glasgow, Wwc2: 
*Crowley, Russell & Co., Ltd., Blythswood-sq., West 
George-st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Eton.—Alterations and additions to Holland House, 
Eton College. Architects, Wm. Holford & Ptnrs., 
FRIBA, MPTI, 2, Angel-court, Throgmorton-st., EC2. 
Quantity surveyors, Grimwade & Ainsley, FIAS, 5, 
Victoria-st., SWI. *J. M. Jones & Sons, Ltd., 
Maidenhead, £18,942. 

Kirkburton.—16 houses at Grange Moor, for UDC: 
*Stanley Lodge, Spar Green, Lepton, nr. Hudders- 
field, £23,422. 

Leeds.—Block of 12 single women’s flats at Moor- 
field House estate. for TC: *G. Calverley & Sons 
(Contractors), Ltd., Beechwood estate, Seacroft, 
£10,287. 

LCC.—Erection of cty. prim. sch. at Hornsey-la. 
(Islington North):— 

Wm. J. Jerram, Ltd., East Ham .. .. £113,411 

Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Paddington 111,353 

Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Islington.. 111,324 

Lavender, McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park 110,989 

J. Garrett & Sons, Ltd., Balham .. .. 109, 

Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich we 

Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., Kensington. . 

Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster 
Token Construction Co., Ltd., Westminster 
*H. Fairweather & Co., Ltd., Muswell Hill 

Comparable estimate of Mr. H. T. Cadbnry-Brown, 
ae architect responsible for the scheme, is 
£102, 


Repair, redecoration and improvement of Hugh 
Myddelton (North and South) cty. sec. schs. (Shore- 
‘itch and Finsbury):— 

Douglas Grant & Partners, Finsbury .. £33,797 
King’s (B.D.J.), Ltd., Teddington . oo 23,781 
\. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham .. 24,795 


vi tod 





for 
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24,150 
23,674 
23,100 
21,980 
21,832 


Fassnidge, Son & Norris, Ltd., Westminster 
J. & J. Dean, Ltd., Leyton .. ; sd 
Howard & Co., Westminster .. e 
Tohn Mather (Builders), Ltd., Finsbury 
*Q. H. Groves & Co., Ltd., Southwark 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £24,290. 


Construction of 27 flats in one six-storey block and 
one five-storey block at China Walk estate extension, 
Lambeth:— 

Percy Bilton, Ltd., Westminster Y 

Lavender, McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park 
The Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., 

Lambeth re = aS oi ‘ 
S. G. & A. Agombar, Beckenham .. ve 
A. T. Rowley (London), Lid., Tottenham. . 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone .. 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. wd 
The Unit Construction, Co., Ltd., Feltham 
*F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Lambeth 


Architect’s comparable estimate is 


.» £80,950 
79,942 


78,364 
78,127 
74,822 
74,195 
73,780 
72,180 
70,556 
4 -. 70,329 
£70,749. 

Construction of four-storey block of 24 flats at 
Ocean estate, Stepney, and a three-storey block of 
18 flats at Emmott-st. site at the estate. 21 tenants’ 
stores and a toddlers’ play space are also to be pro- 
vided. The rates and prices in the bills of quantities 
for the four-storey block (contract A) will be used 
to value the cost of constructing the three-storey 
block (contract B):— 


Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Paddington 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Lambeth a a 
Walter Llewellyn & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham .. 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. os 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster .. 
Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., 
Lambeth se aa a as ae 
Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., Kensington .. 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham .. aa 
*Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone .. 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £54,147. 


.. £60,879 
57,349 
57,300 

6,984 
56,960 
56,654 
56,480 
54,927 
54,427 
52,500 


Construction at Locksley-st. site, Stepney, of 212 
flats in two eight-storey, one five-storey and four 
three-storey blocks, 72 maisonettes in three four- 
storey blocks, a further block of 14 maisonettes over 
14 shops and three two-storey blocks comprising 27 
houses. There will also be 14 garages, 142 tenants’ 
stores, 16 barrow stores, four playgrounds and a 
transformer chamber. The rates and prices in the 
bills of quantities for five of the blocks (contract A) 
will be used to value the cost of construction of the 
rest of the blocks (contract B):— 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., Westminster .. re 
The Unit Construction Co.. Ltd., Feltham 
Gilbert-Ash, Ltd., Westminster .. ag 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd.. North 

Cheam mf ne ae 
Halse & Son, Ltd., Woolwich a fii 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone .. 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke. Ltd., West- 

minster at: a re oi es 
Rowley Bros., Ltd.. Tottenham 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley fee ae ; 
*Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup .. ae A 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £271 527. 


.. £289,897 
287,640 
286,910 


283,604 


283,180 
280,575 
279,250 


276,485 


Site clearance work in connection with the pro- 
vision of sludge digestion plant as part of programme 
of extensions to northern outfall works:— 

Edmund Nuttall, Sons & Co. (London), 

Ltd., Westminster .. ea ee .. £28,657 

Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 

Westminster .. 28,107 
27,593 


Peter Lind & Co., Ltd., Westminster 
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Boachcroft Cellular, 
STANDS THE TEST OF TIME 


35 YEARS 
SPECIALIZATION 


OUR TECHNICAL SERVICES 
ALWAYS AVAILABLE 


Harrow Road, Leytonstone, E.11 


TELEPHONE: 
MARYLAND 4747 (2 LiNEs) 


Howard Farrow, Ltd., Golders Green 
*John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., Westminster .. 134 
Chief engineer’s comparable estimate is £27,897. 
€London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the v: 
£500 or over for the week ended October —" ” 
Runway construction: Farrans, Ltd., 17, R = 
pl., Edinburgh, 3. Building work: R. F. [Row mony 
Sons, Ltd., Church-la., Tottenham, London; Hol- 
borow & Sons, Ltd., Gloucester House, Tetbury 
Glos; Wm. Sindall, Ltd., Gloucester-st., Cambridge: 
W. Foster & Sons, Whaef-rd., Grantham, Lincs: 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Wantz-rd., Dagenham, 
Essex; Francis Jackson (Cttrs.), Ltd., Giebe-ave.. 
Ickenham, Middx. Civil engineering: Scottish Tar- 
macadam & Asphalte Co., Ltd., 44-52, Bilbao-st 
Glasgow. Resheeting of buildings: Sinclair’s Steel 
Erectors, Ltd., 590, Stretford-rd., Manchester. Heat- 
ing services: E. L. Maiden, Ltd., 27, Fitzroy-st., W1 
Insulating services: Apex Insulation Co. “Ltd 1, 
Mackintosh-la.,_ High-st., General maintenance 
work: F. Parkinson, Ltd., Mowbray-dr., Blackpool; 
Johnson & Bailey, Ltd., $1, Norfolk-st., Cambridge: 
p oP Dns aa oe atic View,’’ Durness By Lairg, 
Graaueate. me s (Ctrs.), Ltd., Hangar-green, 
London (British 
Eastern Region:— 


Siemens & General 


Railways).—Contracts placed by 


Electric Railway Signal 
Ltd., East-la., Wembley, Supply and Aha re Ae 
equipment for alterations to Signalling in connection 
with Shenfield-Chelmsford electrification; Charles R 
Price, 19/20, Hallgate, Doncaster, Strengthening of 
Dortion of underline bridge No. 81, Carrying up and 
down main lines over River Rother between Clay 
Cross and Chesterfield (Midland); Samuel Butler & 
Co., Ltd., Albion Works, Stanningley, nr. Leeds Re- 
nag of floor joists and repairs to steelwork at bridge 

0. 1 (girders supporting back wall of Great Eastern 
hotel over Nos. 9 and 10 platforms), Liverpool-st 
Station; Holmpress Piles, Ltd., Barnsley-st Hull, 
Construction of foundation piles for new wagon re- 
pair shop at Temple Mills Marshalling Yard; M. J 
Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Haredon House Lon- 
don-rd., North Cheam, Surrey, Extension to platforms 
and awnings, construction of new ash pit and buffer 
stops at Fenchurch-st. Station, alterations to, and 
renewal of, decking and alteration to signal gantry at 
Royal Mint-st. goods depot; George Longden & Son 
Ltd., St. Peter’s-cl., Sheffield 1, Reconstruction of 
platforms at Gainsborough Lea-rd. Station. 

(London (MOW).—Contr 

wail anes ae tracts placed by MOW for 


London: Queen Mary’s Hospital, Roeham i 
ternal decorations to the mansion, y coun & thon 
Gazette-building, 565, Fulram-road, SW6: Berkeley 
Square House, 1, alterations and repairs, F. W. 
Barnard, Ltd., 1/2, Babmaes-street, SW1. Aberdeen- 
shire : Old Rayne, erection of TRS, Alexander Hall & 
Son (Aberdeen), Ltd., Granitehill-road, Northfield, 
Aberdeen. Berkshire: Bishop’s Enclosure, Site 5 
Aldermaston, erection of 100 houses, J, B. Edwards 
& Co. (Whyteleafe), Ltd., Kenley House, Kenley-lane, 
Kenley, Surrey. Hampshire: TMO Elm-grove, South- 
sea, internal decorations, John Lay & Co. (Ports- 
mouth), Ltd., 205-7, Arundel-street, Portsmouth. 
Herefordshire: M/S Depot, Rotherwas, internal re- 
decorations, Goodwin Greenaway & Co., Barton-road 
Hereford. Middlesex: HMSO Warehouse, Palace of 
Industry, Wembley, general repairs to roofs, gutters 
and drains. G. T. Crouch, Ltd., 3/5, Thames-street. 
Kingston-on-Trames, Surrey. Monmouthshire: C/E 
Waterguard office, Alexandra Dock, Newport, altera- 
tions to existing office and erection of extension, Noel 
T. James, Ltd., Kelvedon-street Works, Newport, 
Monmouth. Nairnshire (Scotland): Nairn, erection 
of TES, C. Young & Son, 54, King-street, Nairn. 
Northamptonshire: C of S Stores, The Airfield, Des- 
borougt, internal, external painting, Baxter Bros.,Ltd., 
Collingwood-buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1, Westmor- 
ane: Rd pny poe g Kendal, erection of 
office building, John Laing & Son, Ltd., - 
Carlisle, Cumberland. staat 5 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
War Dept. for week ended October 23:— . ¥ 

Lanarkshire: Roadwork, Macasphalting Co., Ltd., 
Paisley. Staffs: Resheeting & painting, Maurice Hill, 
Ltd., Havant. Worcs: Building, C. C. Lampitt, Mal- 
vern. Dorset: Building, W. & J. Glossop, Ltd., Exeter. 
Oxfordshire: Building, L. W. Foster, Kidlington; 
Watermains, Norman Collisson, Bicester. Devenshire : 
Building, Woodman & Son (Builders), Ltd., Exeter. 
Norfolk: Painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., Lon- 
don. Essex: Painting, Geo. Jones & Son (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., London. Kent: Building, G. Lewis & 
Sons (Dover), Ltd., Dover. 

Manchester.—Extensions to factory at Lodge-la., 
Bradford, for Richard Johnson & Nephew, Ltd.: *J 
Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Swinton, nr. Manchester. 

Manchester.—Works for City Council:—16 maison- 
ettes and flats at Cowbridge-st., Hulme: *Direct 
Labour; 80 houses, flats and maisonettes at Heaton 
Park-rd. and Crab-la., Blackley: *Direct Labour; 12 
aged persons’ dwellings at Hillside estate, Blackley: 
*Direct Labour (all subject to approvals). 

March (Cambs).—Erection of 18 houses at Badge- 
ney, for UDC: *C. W. Shelton, Ltd.. Peterborough, 
£25,110. 

Morecambe and Heysham.—Six houses and eight 
flats at Branksome-dr. estate, for BC. BE&S: *Hey- 
sham Building Co., Ltd., Middleton-rd. Sidings, 
Higher Heysham. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection™ of 
two houses at St. Cuthbert’s-rd.: *J. T. Bell 
Northumberland-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


six shops and 
& Son, 
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Pewenstio-ea-Type Gaoeiaione to Lees Bakeries, 
Coast-rd.: *W. Kelsey, Back Hanover-sq., New- 
castle. 
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SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 
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THE BUILDER 


Penistone.—16 houses and bungalows at Manches- 
ter-rd., Milehouse Green, for UDC: *Hey & Murfin, 
Summer-la., Wombwell, £22.575. 

Penrith.—36 houses at Scaws estate, for UDC. 
Plans by F. Birkbeck, S: *R. BK. Reay, Penrith, 
£49,768. 

Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.—Con- 
tracts placed September 22 to October 20:— 

House Erection: Western Langlee, SE Scotland Elec- 
tricity Board, Galashiels, Electrical. Onthank, Kil- 
marnock (54 Dunedin), SW Scotland Electricity Board, 
Kilmarnock, Electrical. Imperial-dr., Airdrie (56 
Trad.), SW Scotland Electricity Board, Hamilton, 
Electrical. Mains of Fintry, Dundee (210 No-fines), G 
Kirk, Ltd., 13-15, N. Lindsay-st., Dundee, Glazier. 
Sweetbank, Markinch (30 Cruden), Barnet & Morton, 
High-st., Kirkcaldy, Handrails. Park Farm, Port Glas- 
gow, (46 Unitroy), SW_ Scotland Electricity Board, 
Glasgow, Electrical. Crombie, Fife (50 Unitroy), 
Unitroy, Ltd., 31-33, Higk Holborn, London, All 
trades. Mid-Calder, Midlothian (20 No-fines), 
Northern Sports Ground Construction Co., Ltd., 
Young Street-la., Edinburgh, Front and divisional 
fencing. Telford- rd., Edinburgh (308 No-fines), Barnet 
& Morton, Kirkcaldy, Front and divisional fencing. 
Ratho, Midlothian (16 No-fines), Northern Sports 
Ground Construction Co., Ltd., Edinburgh, Front and 
divisional fencing. Grieve- rd., Greenock (G2 Atholl), 
Atholl Houses, Ltd., Barfillan-dr., Glasgow, All trades. 
Clober, Milngavie (114 Trad.), Dougall & Co., Ltd., 
Glasgow-rd., Dumbarton, Brick. Park Farm, Port 
Glasgow (46 Unitroy), Scottish Gas Board, Greenock, 
Gas connections. Sweetbank, Markinch, (30 Cruden), 
Barnet & Morton, High-st., Kirkcaldy, Fencing. 
Widows Land, Burntisland (16 Cruden), Barnet & 
Morton, Kirkcaldy Fencing. Clober, Milngavie (114 
Trad.), The Modern Construction Co., Ltd., 12 
Waterloo-st., Glasgow, Joiner; A. C. Whyte & 26. 
Ltd., 95 Bath-st., Mie oy Tiling and roughcast; W. 
Purdon & Son, 223, ryt mg rk Re Glasgow, 
Gkazier; P. peak & Sons, Ltd., 52 S. Port- 
land-st., Glasgow, Paint; A. C. Whyte aoe ring Ltd., 
Glasgow, Plaster. Pumpherston, Midlothian, Northern 
Sports* Ground, Construction Co., Ltd., Edinburgh, 
Fencing). Oakley, Fife (66 Trad.), Barnet & Morton, 
Kirkcaldy, Fencing. Townhead, Coatbridge (28 Con- 
crete), Barnet & Morton, Kirkcald y, Fencing. Coat- 
burn, Lanarkshire (102 Timber), Barnet & Morton, 
Kirkcaldy, Fencing. Arden, Glasgow (1348 No-fines), 
SW Scotland Electricity Board, Hamilton, Electrical. 
Clober, Milngavie (114 Trad.), Hartley Electromotives, 
Ltd., Monkmuir, Shrewsbury, Electrical. Inchnacar- 
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doch, Strathmashie, Killour, Strathyre (Rowardennan 
(33 Hall, 3 garages), A. Hall & Sons, Ltd., Granitehill- 
rd., Aberdeen. All trades. Milngavie (114 Trad.), 
Byard & Co., 82 Haymarket-ter., Edinburgh, Plumber. 
Balerno, Midlothian (44 No-fines), Northern Sports. 
ground Construction» Co., Ltd., Young Street-la., 
Edinburgr, Front and divisional fencing. Moncur-rd., 
Kilwinning (24 Trad.), ~~ & Anderson, 33, Inner- 
wood-rd., Kilwinning, Stoc' eet fencing. 

Work undertaken by SS. Direct Labour Organisa- 
tion: —Site Servicing: Weltonad:, Mauchline, (68 
Orlit). Burnbank-rd., Hamilton, (68 Atholl). 
Almada-st., Hamilton (126 Houses). Park Farm, Port 
Glasgow (106 Stuart). Mains of Fintry, Dundee (72 
No-fines). House Erection: Newbattle, Midlothian, 
(616 No-fines), All trades. Faifley, Clydebank, (322 
No-fines), All trades. Maintenance: Woodmill, Dun- 
fermline (150 Weir), T. Livingstone, Painter, 26-28, 
High-st., Cowdenbeath. 

Sedgefield.—Six shops and flats at West Cornforth 
and 10 shops and flats at Trimdon Village, for RDC. 
Plans A a A: *G. M. Pearson & Son, Hetton, 
Co. Durham. 

Sheffield.—Erection of King Egbert sec. tech. sch. 
for girls, for EC: *George Longden & Son, Ltd., St. 
Peter's-cl., Sheffield 1, £208,924. 

Stockport.—36 flats at Brinnington YT a for BC: 
*Hy. Boot & Sons, Ltd., Sheffield, £51,4 

Stretford.—-36 flats at “ * Ingleby "’ lg ‘a BC: * 
Franklyn, Midland Bank-chbrs., Urmston, £35,130. 

Sunderland.—Erection of 68 houses by private en- 
terprise at Marina estate, Sunderland: *Lane, Fox & 

‘o., Ltd., High Barnes Works, Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—68 houses at Hylton Castle estate, for 

Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Grange House, Stock- 
ton-rd., Sunderland: *T. D. Gibbons & Son, Hendon 
gn , Sunderland (30); *G. H. Plemper, Ltd., 

Hilda’s Works, Old Chester-rd., Sunderland (38). 

_? .—Four "shops with maisonettes over at 
Blakenall Heath, for TC: *Rock & Downes, Ltd., 
115, Walsall-rd., Aldridge, £11,759. 

Wheatley Hill.—Erection of stores for Sherburn Hill 
Co-op. Soc., Ltd. Plans by CWS Architects’ Dept., 
90, Westmorland-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *CWS 
Building Dept., West Blandford-st. «» Newcastle-on- 


'yne. 
Whitburn.—36 houses at the White housing site. 


J. Austin Bent, ARIBA, 15, Palmerston-pl., Westend, 
Edinburgh: *Unitroy, Ltd., 33, High Holborn, 
London. 

Winslow.—12 bungalows and four houses at 


Missenden-rd. estate, for RDC: *Gibbard & Ingram, 
£20,861 


Wolverhampton.—10 shops, 10 maisonettes and ten 
garages at Castlecroft, for TC: *F. —. 42, Prest- 


wood-rd. West, Wednesfield, £33,581 
tay oo houses at Kilton Hill site, for TC: 
eS . R. Jackson, 438, Gateford-rd., Worksop, 
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